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THE WESTERNMERS

POTOMAC CORRAL
Upcoming Mesting::
. Wednesday, May 23, 2007, 7:00 p.m.

(Please note the later starting time, established in the hope of
easing your commute)

OFFICERS _ _
2007-2008 PLACE: Golden Flame Restaurant, 8630 Fenton St., Silver Spring,

SHERIFF Maryland 20910, Phone (301) 588-7250.

Mike Lawson DIRECTIONS: Off ColesvilleRd. near theintersection of Colesvilleand
DEPUTY SHERIFFS GeorgiaAve., within easy walking distance of the Silver Spring Metro

FrancisFlavin station (Red Line). For specific directionsfromyour localevisit the Golden

Eng”;ﬁ”B\g}g'ra Flamewebsteat http://www.goldenflamerestaurant.com. Directionsare
TALLYMAN availableunder the* About US” menu.

Gene Anderson PARKING: FreeParking Adjacent to Restaurant

SPEAKERS: Brad and Brian Patterson
PROGRAM: “KAYAKING THEBIGRAPIDSOFTHE

Dale Anderson COLORADORIVER’
MENU:
EEFLQJSFE I\ENAI?_AENRGL ER and HouseSdlad Baked Potato
Chet Hanson Choiceof Entree: Chef’sVegetable
(1) Roast PrimeRib of Beef AuJusPetiteCut  Coffeeor Tea
(2) Broiled SdmonHollandaise Chef’sDessert
(3) Breast of ChickenMarsala Price: $35.00

FOR RESERVATIONS:
Call Chet Hanson
(Or leavemessage)

In September 1980, a group of fifteen of the nation’s most ex-
pert kayakersand C-1-ers, among them Brad Patterson’s son-in-law,
dared to spend twel ve days challenging the huge rapids of the Colo-
rado River. Brad, with his 16mm camera, and his son, Brian, were
aboard one of thethreeraftsthat supported the expedition. Putting in
at Lee' sFerry thegroup undertook perhaps themost difficult stretch
of white water in the nation. Aided by Brad's three reels of color
movies, Brad and Brian invite the Potomac Corral to join the expedi-
tion. You must know how to right your kayak when upsidedownin
20-foot waves because LavaFalls (Class 10) ison our agenda.

Brad Patterson is the Corral’s member of longest standing (since 1955) and the most recent re-
cipient of its Jeff DykesMemorial Award for notable contributionsto Western affairs. Having served on
the White House staff during the Nixon and Ford administrations, heis considered one of the nation’s
foremost authorities on the organization and functioning of the White House. Brad has authored two
books on the subject and is presently writing a volume on the inner workings of the White House of
President. He earned bachel ors and masters degrees at the University of Chicago and has had along
affiliation with the Brookings I nstitution. With hiswife Shirley and hisfamily, he has made 28 tripsto
theWest, hiking, backpacking, canoeing and climbing.

Brian Patterson graduated from the University of Chicago, and later from L’ Academie de Cuisine
here in Washington. He is the Office Manager and Executive Chef of the Washington Office of the
American Medical Association; ismarried and thefather of three. Heand hiswifeteach at L' Academie.

Brian’s other passion is the mountains of the West; he and two others have hiked almost the full
length of the John Muir Trail inthe Sierras; with mother and dad he circled Mt. Rainier on the Wonder-
land Trail and he has done similar hikes/climbsin the Tetons and the Rockies.

(703)734-0858
by May 20




John Wesley Powell was founder of the Cosmos Club in Wash-
ington, D.C. in 187/8. The Potomac Corral |
met in the Cosmos Club from itsinception ohn \
in 1955 until 1982 LT \
Thisreview of hislifeisfrom the John Miseumm |
Wesley Powwell Museum located in Page,
Arizona.

It was 1869. Ten men in four boats were about to embark on a
journey that would cover ailmost 1,000 milesthrough uncharted can-
yons and change the west forever. Three months later only five of
the original company plus their one-armed Civil War hero |leader
would emerge from the depths of the Grand Canyon at the mouth of
theVirgin River.

Thirty five-year-old Mg or John Wesley Powell wasthat expedition’sleader. From early child-
hood Powell manifested deep interest in all natural phenomena. Original and self-reliant to aremark-
abledegree, he early undertook collecting and expl oring trips quite unusual for ayouth of hisage, and
studied botany, zoology, and geology wholly without the aid of ateacher.

He traversed various portions of Wisconsin, Illinois, lowa, and the Iron Mountain regions of
Missouri, making collections of shells, minerals, and general natural history objects, whichledto his
election in 1859 to the secretaryship of the Illinois Natural History Society. It is said that, in 1856
when but 22 yearsold, he descended the Mississippi alonein arowboat from the Fallsof St. Anthony
to itsmouth, making collectionsontheway. Again, in 1857, herowed the wholelength of the Ohio
river from Pittsburg to itsmouth, and in 1858 made aliketrip downthelllinoisriver toitsmouth and
thence up the DesMoines.

With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1860, Powell enlisted in the 20th Illinois volunteers, and
was mustered in as second lieutenant. Hewasfor atime stationed at Cape Girardeau and as captain of
battery F of the 2nd lllinoisartillery took part in the battle of Shiloh, losing hisright arm at Pittsburg
Landing. He returned to the service as soon as his wound healed, and took part in the battles of
Champion Hill and Black River Bridge. His wife Emma Dean received permission from General
Grant to accompany her husband on the battlefield to minister to him.

At the close of operationsabout Vicksburg he was obliged to submit to asecond operation on his
arm, but returned to his post in season to take part in the Meridan raid. Later he was made major and
chief of artillery, first, of the 17th army corps and subsequently, of the department of Tennessee,
taking part in the operationsbefore Atlantaand in the battle of Franklin.

Hewas mustered out of the service at theend of the Civil War asa“major” in 1865 and accepted
the position of professor of geology and curator of the museum of the [1linoisWesleyan University
at Bloomington, from which institution, although not a graduate, he had previously received the
degrees of A. B. and A. M. In 1886, Powell aso received the degree of Ph.D. from Heidelberg,
Germany, and that of LL.D. from Harvard University. He a so became connected with the Illinois
Normal University and was widely known throughout the state by his lectures and addresses on
scientific subjects.

It was on field trips out west that Powell began to formulate his idea of exploring the Grand
Canyon of the Colorado itself.

On May 24, 1869, Powell and nine men he recruited for atruly monumental journey pushed
from shoretheir boats and headed down the Green River from Green River, Wyoming, amidst shouts
and cheersfrom onlookerswho must have thought they would never seethese 10 men again. They
took provisionsfor ten months.




About amonth later one of the men, an Englishman named Frank Goodman, approached the
Major saying “I’ ve had more excitement that aman deservesin a lifetime. I’ mleaving.” At that point
inthetrip they had already lost one boat to the rapidsand most of their supplies. It must have been
rather exciting asthe men knew not what to expect from one day to the next. Goodman walked away
from the expedition to anearby settlement. He lived for many years among the Paiute Indians of
eastern Utah then | ater settled inVernal, UT, married and had afamily.

The 1869 expedition continued down the Green to the confluence of the Grand River flowing
west into Utah. The two mighty riversthen merged into the Colorado, Spanish for red river aswhen
it rained the sidetributaries spilled their muddy red sediment into the clear green waters of themain
channel causing it to runred and thick with silt.

River runners described the Colorado in the days before Glen Canyon Dam as “too thick to
drink and too thinto plow.”

During the next two months on theriver, the men encountered many more rapidsthat could not
be run safely in Powell’s estimation. He was ever cautious, fearful they would lose the rest of the
suppliesand perhapseven their lives. So they lined the boatsdown the side of therapids, or portaged
boats and suppliesthrough the rocks along the shoreline. However, there were timeswhen they had
to runthe swollenriver through rapidsthat surely made them pray.

At aplace now called Separation Canyon, O.G. Howland, his brother Senaca, and Bill Dunn
came to the Major and spoke of “how we surely will al die if we continue on thisjourney.” They
could only see more danger ahead. Try asthey might, they could not convince Powell to abandon the
river. The next morning, the three men bid farewell to Powell and the remaining five adventurers.
Powell |eft hisboat the Emma Dean at the head of Separation Rapid in casethey changed their minds.
With the other five men Powell ran what would turn out to be thefirst of two remaining major rapids
they would encounter. The Howlands and Dunn climbed out of the canyon walking towardsciviliza-
tion only to meet their death at the handsof Shivwits Indianswho mistook them for minersthat had
killed a Hualapal woman on the south side of theriver. At least that wasthe story Powell heard the
next year when he visited the Shivwits areawith Mormon Scout Jacob Hamlin.

It wasironic they parted company then astwo dayslater Powell and his men reached the mouth of
the Virgin River (now under Lake Mead) and were met by settlersfishing from the river bank. The
adventurers had not been heard from in three months and were presumed dead.

Powell had completed what he sought to do ... explore and confirm histheory on the Grand Can-
yon of the Colorado, aregion up to that time amost wholly unknown and concerning which there
were many vague and often wild rumors. Histheory wastheriver preceded the canyonsand then cut
them asthe Plateau rose.

Returning anational heroto Illinois, Powell promptly hit thelecture circuit then raised fundsfor
a second expedition in 1871 which would produce what the first did not — a map and scientific
publications.

Powell’ sactivework asageologist eventually gave way to anew career in government. In March
1881, he assumed the directorship of the U.S. Geological Survey when thefirst director Clarence
King resigned. He served for 13 years. Until hisown voluntary retirement from the survey in 1894,
Powell also was the head of the Bureau of Ethnology which he continued to run until his death in
1902 despite failing health mainly due to his amputated arm which was a great source of periodic
pain. Though between 1894 and 1902 Powell spent increasingly less time running the Bureau and
moretime on his philosophical/ethnographic writing.

Powell died from acerebral hemorrhage at his summer home in Haven, Maine, Sept. 23, 1902.
Hiswife EmmaDean, whom hemarried in 1862, and their only child, adaughter named Mary Dean,
survived him.With the honors bestowed to a Civil War veteran, Powell isburied in Arlington Cemetary.



TheColorado River isariver inthe southwestern
United Statesand northwestern Mexico, approximately
1,450 mi (2,330 km) long, draining apart of thearid
regionsonthewestern dope of the Rocky Mountains.
Thenatura courseof theriver flowsintothe Gulf of
California, but theheavy useof theriver asanirrigation
sourcefor thelmperia Valley hasdesi ccated thelower
courseof theriver in Mexico suchthat it nolonger
consstently reachesthe sea.

The Colorado River drains 242,900 sqmiles. Total
flowsof theriver range from 4000 cubic feet per second
indroughtsto 1,000,000 ft3/s in severefloods. With the
construction of massive power damson thelower course
of theriver, floodsof over 70,000 ft3/s arerare. The
mean flow of thetotal river beforediversionis22,000
ft3/s. Historically theflow wasmuch higher beforewater
usagebeganinthebasin.
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