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LEFT: A Western stagecoach going all out. It took great skill
to drive a stagecoach, holding three pairs of reinsin one
hand and the whip in the other. Driverswere famousfor
being cantankerous, profane, self-reliant individualswho
could deal with Indians, floods, sandstorms and robbers and
till get through with mail, passengers and often a strongbox
weighing 100 pounds intact. The great Concord coaches,
builtin Concord, New Hampshire, were about eight and a
half feet long and eight feet high, weighed 2,500 pounds and
cost about $1,300 when the Overland Mail wasin operation.
Butterfield had to spend about $1 million to get his operation
going, but he had the guaranteed government subsidy of
$600,000 for six yearsto see him through. Other operators,
without such subsidies, usually found they couldn’t make a
profit with the cost of coaches, horses, building stations,
hiring men, etc. Horses on the Butterfield route did about 15
miles before being changed. (Frank Leslie’s Hlustrated
Newspaper, January 25, 1890; JeromeH. Smith.)
The American West in the Nineteenth
Century, John Grafton, 1992
Dover Books
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2005 - The Potomac Corral Had

an Interesting Year

The Potomac Corral began theyear witha“Bangup” presentation at
Pier 7 by Jon G James National Park Serviceonthe Battle of Big Holethat
ended theNez Perce War. Hediscussed afilmtitled “Weet U Cikliituck”
narrated by Nez Percetribal member Hattie Kauffman, CBS correspon-
dent. InMarchwemet at arestaurant inVienna, Virginia. Lowell E. Baier,
corral member and collector of western memorabiliaa ong with co-pre-
senter Jim Pepper Henry, amember of the Kaw Nation of Oklahomaand
Assigtant Director for Community Servicesat the Smithsonian Ingtitution’'s
Museum of the American Indian spoke on the history of Vice president
CharlesCurtis’ historic thronechair, 1929-1832. Curtisistheonly person
to hold executive officein the United States of Indian heritage.

JEFFDYKESAWARD

InMay 2005, the Jeff DykesMemorial Award was presented to Pro-
fessor Peter [verson, Regent’s Professor of His-
tory at Arizona State University, where he
teachesabout American Indian History and the
history of theAmerican West. Hispresentation
wasentitled“ About Schmitt: StoriesAbout My &
Grandfather; theNavahos, andMe” Thismest-
ing was held at the Cosmos Club. The Jeff
Dykes Award was established in 1990 by the g
Potomeac Corra in honor of Jefferson Chenowith |
Dykes, aprominent western history figureand
oneof thefoundersof the Potomac Corral.

The Corral metin October 2005 at Pier 7 a
water front restaurant in Washington DC. Dr.
Rudy Krutar, anative Montanian spoke on hi sl
Montanaexperiencesand especially discusseda  Professor Peter lverson
short monograph he discoveredin the National Archivesthat illuminates
early conditionsin MontanaTerritory. It was publishedin 1900 by Oliver
Wendell Holmestitled “ JamesA. Garfield’sDiary of aTripto Montanain
1872.” Hethendisplayed anumber of artifactsfrom early Montana.

January 25, 2006 corral member George C. Chalou spokeat Pier 7
on“Lieutenant James Simpson, Discoverer of theAnasazi.”

Inthefall of 2005 the Corral elected Jon G. James sheriff, however
Jon subsequently resigned due to pressures of hisjob.. The Corral has
continued under thedirection of our three Deputy Sheriffs.

We continueto receiveroyaltiesfor our Corra book, Great Western
Indian Fights.” Likethe Energizer Bunny it just keepsgoing.

In an attempt to find alocation and atime acceptableto most mem-
bers, the Corrd istrying different locationsand timesfor itsmeetings. Also
wearereducing thefrequency of our meetings. We do not want the Poto-
mac Corral to becomea* dry camp”, but we are having difficulty finding
interested younger members.

_ Ifyouareplanning atrip to Washington D.C. and haveataletotell
with awestern theme, contact usand we'll scheduleyou to present it at
the POTOMAC CORRAL.

Cdl: MikeLawson 703-503-5531 or DdeAnderson 301-292-1970.
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Lawrence. 1971; John Graves, Hardscrabble.
Knopf, New York. 1974.

3. Minersand Prospectors. There are numerous
books on this subject. For an excellent overview, see
ChaptersVI11 and V111 in Hawgood'sTheAmerican West

famoustrail sbecame established including the Oregon
Trail, the CdiforniaTrail, and theMormon Trail. Nu-
merousjournals, government reports and books have
been published on thesetrails. Perhapsthe best known,
isCdiforniaand the Oregon Trail by FrancisParkman,

(op. cit.) pp. 163-226 and hisBibliographical Note(pp.
381-384). One may also read Rodman Paul: Mining
Frontiersof the Far West, 1848-1880 (New York, 1963)
for information on early day mining inthe West and a
good hibliography.

4. TheFur Trade. An outstanding book onthissub-
ject is Bernard DeVoto, Across the Wide Missouri.
Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 1947. Other booksinclude,
H. M. Chittendon, TheAmerican Fur Tradein the Far
West (New York, 1935); and Robert Glass Cleveland,
ThisRecklessBreed of Men, the Trappersand Fur Trad-

first publishedin 1849 and republished in Boston, 1937.
Another interesting book is TheWinning of the West,
by Theodore Roosevelt, written when hewasayoung
man traversing the country in search of hishealth. A
most Sgnificant source of informeation on the Northwest
isinthejournasof Lewisand Clark. They weresent on
an exploratory missionfrom St. Louisto themouth of
the ColumbiaRiver in 1805-06 and returned in 1806-
1810. Their journalscan befound in abook edited by
Reuben Gold Thwaites, The Original Journalsof the
Lewisand Clark Expedition. (New York, Dodd Meade

ersof the Southwest (New York, 1950) and many oth-
ers.

5. Early explorersand famoustrails. An awesome
list of booksmay befound under thisheading. The ear-
liest explorerswerefrom Spain; by way of Mexico, which
wasthen under Spanish control.

In 1536, a Spanish explorer, Cabeza de Vaca,
brought word to Mexico City of afabulousplaceaong
the present-day border between Arizona and New
Mexico, wherethefloorsof houseswere made of gold,
and dl thehhouseswere ornamented with preciousstones
and gold. They were the “cities of gold.” Francesco
Vasguez de Coronado wascommissionedtoformalarge
company of soldiersand explorersto proceed north-
ward in search of the seven cities of Cibola. In 1840
they entered what is now the southern border of Ari-
zona, proceeded northeastward toward SantaFe, did
not find thefabulous seven cities of Cibola, and contin-
ued onward into present-day Kansas. They crossed the
ArkansasRiver at apoint that |ater became known as
thelower crossing onthe SantaFeTrall. It isdescribed
by Margaret Whittemorein Historic Kansas, University
Pressof Kansas. (Lawrence, KS, 7th printing, 1969.) It
isthought that Coronado’ s party reached thevicinity of
Junction City, Kansas, beforeit turned back in disap-
pointment. For agood account of Coronado, seeH. E.
Bolton, Coronado, Knight of Pueblosand Plains. Univ.
of New Mexico, Albuguerque, NM, 1964.

Shortly after the beginning of the 19th Century the
exploration and settlement of the Northwest began, reach-
ing apeak withthe CaliforniaGold rush of 1849. Some

& Co., 1904-05.) A more compact version edited by
Bernard DeVotoisentitled The Journalsof Lewisand
Clark. (Houghton, Mifflin Co., Boston, 1953.) In 1983
and 1985, Dayton Duncan traversed most of theLewis
and Clark trail by automobile, and wroteup histripin
Out West. (Viking, New York. 1987.)

6. Ralroads. Thetranscontinentd rallroadshad an
important rolein the settlement of the West. They had
received largegrantsof publicland. They had various
schemesof digposing of thisland to raisemoney, andto
encourage settlers to come in and create farms and
towns, thereby generating trafficand freight for therail-
road. Theland program of amgjor transcontinental road
iswell explained in Burlington West, by Richard C.
Overton, Harvard Univ. Press, Cambridge, 1941. 583
pp. Thebook coverstheyears 1850-1940. According
to Overton, theamount of land giventherailroadsinthe
east and south was equal to morethan threetimesthe
areaof New England.

7. Ranching and Settling theWest. Thethreegrest
technica developmentsthat made settlement of the\West
possi blewerethe sixshooter; thewindmill, and barbed
wire. Thegun to establish control and order, thewind-
mill to providewater for man and beast, and thefence
to separatefree-ranging livestock from crops. Onecan
get agood understanding of therise of thelivestock
and crop-farming enterprisesin Hawgood' sbook, The
American \West.

Farming systemsvaried with rainfall, natural re-
sources and markets, so most writers confined them-
selvesto aparticular region, such asthe Great Plains.
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Thepubliclandswere open andfreetoall. For grazing,
onedid not need to own any of it except asmall place
for headquarters, some crude shelters, and corralsfor
holding and sorting animals. Some Spanish colonists
brought cattle or sheep with them when they were ex-
ploring the southwest and the coastal and centrd valeys
of Cdifornia. Onthese small plots, they would grow a
few vegetables, and have spacefor building stacks of
thewild hay they could cut from marshy areas.

For awealth of information ontheearly daysin
cattle and sheep ranching, one may read Chapter X1 in
TheAmerican West, The Cowman’sFrontier; and the
books by Charles Towne and Edward Wentworth,
Shepherd's Empire, (19.45); and Cattle and Men,
(1955), both published by Univergity of OklahomaPress,
Norman, OK. A classic book about the cattleindustry
isHistoric Sketchesof the Cattle Trade of theWest and
Southwest by Joseph G M cCoy publishedin 1874, and
re-issued in 1951 by Long's College Book Co., Co-
lumbus, OH. For the sheep industry, the most authorita-
tive book may be Edward N. Wentworth, America’s
Sheep Trails, Hitory and Persondlities, lowaState Col -
lege Press, Ames, lowa, 1948.

8. Land Settlement. A delightful book onthe settle-
ment of the West is The Settler’s West, by Martin F.
Schmitt and Dee Brown, BonanzaBooks, New York,
1955. Thisbook coversan amazing array of subjects,
from homesteading, prospecting, ranching, small coun-
try towns, women farmers, and rura schools. Reflecting
the state of technology of the 1890's, the picturesare
not crisply sharp but adequateto recall the period. The
limited text issupplemented by short paragraphs about
most pictures. The book should be given high priority
for any collector of Western books. Moredetailed in-
formation of many subjectsmay befound in Frederick
Merk’sHistory of the Westward Movement. Other in-
teresting and informative books on the Great Plainsre-
gion of theWest, include JmHoy and Tom Isern, Plain

Western Range Cattle Industry Study, conducted by the
University of Colorado with support of the Rockefeller
Foundation. A small group of historians conducted the
study over aperiod of about 10 years, beginningin 1944.
Findings of the study arereported in Whenin Grass
WasKing, by Maurice Frink, W. Turrentine Jackson,
and AgnesWright Spring, published by the University of
Colorado Press, Boulder, CO 1956 (465 pp.). It iswell
illustrated, with extensive bibliographies.

Turning to novels about the West, the cowboys
and stockmen and gunfighters, dmost every American
hasheard of Zane Grey, who in alifetime produced 78
books, mostly about the West. An earlier writer, less
well-known, but perhaps a better novelist wasAndy
Adams, who wrote early in thiscentury. Hisbest book
isthought to be The L og of aCowboy, Houghton Mifflin,
Boston (1903). He also produced a children’s book,
The Ranch on the Beaver, Houghton Mifflin, Boston
(1937).

The United States made early and ingenious ef -
fortsto encourage citizensto acquireland and develop
productivefarmsonit. The acreageswere so small that
stockmen were not interested, or if they were, only to
acquirethe homebasefor their operations, depending
onthefreepublicrangefor theraisng of cattleand sheep.
Thelawsto makeland availableto farmersincluded the
Northwest Ordinance of 1787, the Pre-emption Act of
1841, the Homestead Act of 1862, and others. There
aredozensof bookson farmingintheWest. M ost writ-
ersconcentrate on one particular region. Some of these
are personal accounts of being born in asod house, at-
tending acountry school, fighting grasshoppersand prai-
riefires, and surviving yearsof drought. An excellent
genera work onthedevel opment of farmingin theWest
isWallace Stegner’s Beyond the Hundredth Meridian,
Houghton Mifflin, Cambridge, MA, 1954. It bearsthe
subtitle John Wedley Powell and the Second Opening
of the West. Thisisone of Stegner’s most scholarly

Folk, Univ. of Oklahoma, Norman, 1987, and aschol-
arly treatise, Agriculture onthe Great Plains, Agricul-
tural History Society, Washington, DC 1977, by Tho-
mas R. Wessel, Ed. Another book worthy of reading
and collectingisGilbert C. Fite: The Farmer’sFrontier,

works, and includes about 60 pages of notes,
‘includingfrequent referencesto Powell’ swritingswhen
hewasin charge of geographica and geologica surveys
of the Rocky Mountain Region, and especialy hisRe-
port on the Lands of the Arid Regions, 1878.

1865-1890, Univ. of OklahomaPress, Norman, 1987.

For agood understanding of the grasslandsand
theearly yearsof therange cattleindustry inthe United
States, one can do no better than read the report of the

After several yearsof scholarly labor, Prof. Everett
Dick wrote The Sod-House Frontier, 1854-1890.
(Appleton-Century Co., NY, 1937.) He statesthat his
intentionwasto*“...depict thelifeof thecommonmanon
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the cutting edge of thefrontier immediately following the
datewhenit legped acrossthe Missouri River into Kan-
sas and Nebraska and across the Red River into the
vast domain now known asNorth and South Dakota.”

The Sod-House Frontier iscarefully written and
well documented. Not an easy book to read but invalu-
ableto haveat hand asareferencework. Every collec-
tor of Western American books should have acopy.

As settlers moved westward they cameinto re-
gionsof low rainfall. They had to learn new waysto
storewater in the soil by summer-fallowing, and adopt
other moi sture conserving practices.

A useful referenceonfarming practicesonaridlands
isJohnA. Widtsoe, Dry Farming, MacMillan, N, 1921.
Widtsoewas associated with the University of Utahand
drew heavily uponwork a the Experiment Stationthere,
and the experience of Mormon pioneer farmers. The
prefaceto hisbook concludeswith this statement: “We
stand beforean undiscovered land,—. With striving eyes
thedesert isseen covered with blossoming fields, with
churches and homes and schools, and in the distance,
with thevisionisheard thelaughter of happy children.

Thedesert will beconquered.”

In addition to the above scholarly worksareahost
of persond memoirsand novels pertaining to settlement
intheWest. Two of these are suggested for delightful
reading, and to be added to one'slibrary. Thefirst of
these waswritten by aman from aNorwegian immi-
grant family that settled onafarmin South Dakota. He
later became a professor at St. Olaf College in
Northfield, MN.

Professor 0. E. Rolvaag, published hisdigtinguished
novel Giants intheEarthin 1929, Harpers, NY. Inthis
novel weget arealistic account of theway aNorwegian
immigrant couple, Per Hansaand Beret, live out their
dreary liveson a160-acrefarm onthe prairies of South
Dakota

Johnlsehasgivenusamorelively novel, Sod and
Stubble, based on the experiences of hisparentswhen
farming onasmall acreageinwesternKansas. Thisisa
most redigtictaeof theyearsof drought, grasshoppers,
tornadoes, and dust stormsthat peoplelived through on
the Great Plains of western Kansasand similar places
west of the hundredth meridian. John Isewasaprofes-
sor at the University of Kansaswhen hewrotethe book.

Asonegoeswestward from the hundredth merid-
ian, therainfall becomeslessand less, the settlershave

triedinvariouswaysto divert streamsand lakesto the
watering of crops. Inthe United States, there are about
20 million acresirrigated, approximately 4% of crop-
land area. But in Nevada, 94% of croplandisirrigated
andin Utah, 80%. Theproportionishighinall western
states.

Anyonewishing to understand. the devel opment
of irrigated agriculturein theWest, and what it hasmeant
for society, might read Donald Worster’ sbook, Rivers
of Empire, Pantheon, N, 1985, 402 pp. This socio-
political tome explains how man has sought to control
and managewesternriverstoirrigateand inmakingthis
effort hasfound waysto cooperate and mobilize capitd,
and haswritten new laws.

Sugar beetswere an attractive crop for many west-
ernirrigated digtrictsin thelate 19th Century. Thesunny
daysand length of growing season were suitable, and
they had aheavy demand for water. But beet-raising
also had aheavy demand for hard work and much of it
bent over, plucking weeds, thinning the beetsand hoe-
ing around the plants. American farmersneeded ahorde
of stoop laborerswhowould work for low wages. There
was much unrest and turmoil in Central Europe at that
time, and soon German-Russanswerearivingindroves.
Theseimmigrantswerethrifty andindustrious, and after
afew years, some of them began to acquireland and
become sugar-beet farmers. That posed a problem.
Where could a new supply of beet stoop-labor” be
found?Troublein Mexico created an answer, and little
beet-shacks began to appear on farmsto house these
familiesof willingworkers. Inrecent years, demand for
beet workershad been reduced somewhat by mechani-
zation and plan genetics.

Thoseinterested inirrigated agriculture and beet-
growing will enjoy reading Second Hoeing by Hope
Williams Sykes, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1982, 309 pp. This
isanove about afamily of German-Russanswho sttled
innortheastern Colorado.

Americanwomen had animportant roletoplay in
the settling of theWest. Their adventures, and contribu-
tions are perhaps not aswell documented asthey de-
serve. But severa good books addressthe subject, some
of thebest of them written by women, building in remi-
niscences of their own lives. Classics include Willa
Cather, My Antonia, (1918), and O Pioneers!, (1913);
Mari Sandoz, Old Jules, (1935); Mary Austin, Earth
Horizon, (1932); No Lifefor alL ady by AngesMorley
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Cleaveland (1941); and AnneEllis, theLifeof an Ordi-
nary Woman (1990). Both of Cather’snovelsareplaced
inthe central, high plainsand sandhillsregionsof Ne-
braskaand recount thelivesof immigrant farmersinthe
latter part of the nineteenth century. Sandoz' sbook isan
autobiography of growing up with her father inthesame
region and time. Cleavel and writesof growing upwith
her family in northeastern New Mexico. Anyoneinter-
ested in the American West should read My Antonia
and Old Julesat a minimum. For amoregenera survey
of thewritingsof Mari Sandoz, onemight read Old Jules
Country, (1965). thisisaselection from her writings.

Mary Austin’sautobiography, Earth Horizon, has
much of mysticism. It detailsalifeof creativewriting,
andlivingwith asomewnhat difficult and not entirely suc-
cessful man. It will not appeal to everyone.

AnneElliswritesthe story of her life, moving by
covered wagon asayoung girl with her family, from
Missouri to the gold-mining townsof western Colorado.
Both her father and later her husband were gold pros-
pectors and miners, awayslooking for abonanzabut
never finding it. Sometimesthey worked for wages of
$3.00 aday. Both mother and daughter were shrewd,
hard-working women, stretching out their meeger living
by taking in washing, sewing, tending to gardensand
milk cows, patching and mending.

How Annecametowriteher memoirsisexplained
intheintroduction to the book, written by Lucy Fitch
Perkins. TheLife of an Ordinary Womanisinformetive
and pleasant reading, although the detail s of the art of
dressmaking may appea mostly to the domesticated
reader. Annelived from 1875 to 1938. Her book was
first published in 1929. A recent edition was published
in1990. AnneEllis, The Life of an Ordinary Woman,
Houghton Mifflin, Boston.

Two other informative books about Western
women include apicture book, Women of the\West, by
Cathy Luchetti and Carol Olwel, (Orion Books, NY.
1992.) Thisisoneinaseriesat TheLibrary of theAmeri-
canWest and containsawealth of pictureswell backed
up with an explanation or interpretation of thelivesand
work of thewomen shown. Extractsfrom diariesand
|ettersare presented. Another highly informativework is
Lillian Schlissel, Women'sDiariesof Westward Jour-
ney, Schocken, NY. 1922. Thesediariescover theyears
from 1841 to 1867. Four diariesare presented in full,
and 96 diariesare summarized and excerpted. Thedia-

riesaremainly concerned with travelling westward on
theOregontrall.

Whether oneisacollector of old booksor not,, he
or sheislikely, in matureyears, to accumulate acon-
siderable number of memoirsand local historiesof the
place f'om which one came. We keep these around be-
cause we get asense of warmth from them and some-
times weglean abit of history that can beuseful. Thus,
in abooklet compiled by aliterature classat Ft. Mor-
gan, CO High Schooal, (Preston Printing, Ft. Morgan,
CO 1984.) weread of Lifeinthe Sod Housewherein
LindaWetzigtellsof living in asod house near Akron,
COinabout 1912.

The L oblolly Book was published by the Texas
Monthly Press, Austin, TX in 1983 and edited by Thad
Sitton. Thismateria wasgathered from journa swritten
insix Texas High Schools. Students had been encour-
aged to makeinterviews, and writetheir stories. The
project drew itsinspiration from an earlier publishing
venturein Rabun Gap, Georgia, caled Foxfire. Students
wereencouraged to write about Texaspeople, their folk-
lore, folkcrafts, and folk history. Contents of the book
includewater witching, wild hog hunting, homeremedies,
grandma smoral talesand other affairsof plain Texas
living,

A seriousbook about western settlement waswrit-
tenby Prof. H. ClydeFilley, entitled: Their Hopes\Were
High, (Johnsen Publishing Co., Lincoln, NE 1969). Itis
about experiences of early settlersin southeastern Ne-
braska, |lateinthe nineteenth century.

Treat your old bookswith respect. Keepthemina
placeof low humidity and moderatetemperature. Avoid
sunlight. It is probably better to store them on metal
shelves. Worn books should be properly repaired. Torn
pages can be mended using an archival tissue. Never
use Scotch tape. Tattered dust jackets can be mended
and enclosed in acid-free dust jacket protectors that
comeinavariety of sizes. These protect both jacket
and book. Useful sources of information on archival
materialscan be obtained from anumber of speciaized
firms, including University Products, 517 Main St., Box
101, Holyoke, MA 01041-0101, and Light Impressions,
439 Monroe Ave., PO. Box 940, Rochester, NY-
14603-4940. Writefor their cata oguesfor archival sup-
plies.

A useful book for the collector of booksor amost
anything elseisCaring for Your Collections, prepared
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by the National Committeeto SaveAmerica sCultura
Collections. The committee was established by the
President’s Committee on the Artsand the Humanities
in 1987. Thisbook was published by Harry N. Abrams,
Inc.,in1992. It contains 218 pagesand coversall col-
lectiblesfrom booksto paintings, furniture, ceramics,
glass, samps, photographs, musica instruments, textiles
and metal and stone objects. The Publisher’spricefor
thisbook is. $37.50, plus postage.

Aswithany set of finethings, the collector needs
toset down hisfavorites. Aninteresting list of thetop ten
western bookswas made by noted collector and dedler,
Jeff Dykesin hisbook, Western High Spots. 1977. His
ligindudes

1. Dana. Two Years Beforethe Mast. N, 1840.

2. Duval. TheAdventures of Big Foot Wallace.
Philadelphia, 1871.

3. Gillett. Sx Yearswith the TexasRangers. Aus-
tin, 1921.

4. Siringo. A Texas Cowboy. Chicago, 1885.

5. Dearing. (Ed.) The Best Novelsand Stories of
Eugene Manlove Rhodes. Boston 1945.

6. Fisher. Children of God. NY 1939.

7. Jennings. A TexasRanger. NY 1899.

8. Dobie. A Vaguero of the Brush Country. Ddllas,
1929.

9. Adams. The L og of aCowboy. Boston, 1903.

10. Russdll. TrailsPlowed Under. N, 1927.

The Scoville Sdection of Sx. Two of thesearevau-
able historical books. Oneisagood background his-
tory, onean excellent present day survey of thewestern
scene, and two arenovels.

1. RandolphMarcy. ThePrairie Traveller.

2. Walter Prescott Webb. The Great Plains.

3. Wallace Stegner. Beyond the Hundredth Me-
ridian.

4. John Hawgood. TheAmerican West.

5. JohnIse. Sod and Stubble.

6. E. Rolvaag. Giantsinthe Earth.

Thebottom lineof book collectingismadeup one
half inthe persond satisfaction of living among agather-
ing of friendly old books. The other half hasto dowith
thefinancid aspects. Thiscanwell beaproject that pays
for itself, or if oneisshrewd, he might turn amodest
profit. One can keep track of current values of many of
hisbooksby consulting American Book PricesCurrent,
and Bookman'sPricelndex, bothissued annually. They

areavailableinmost good libraries. Another source of
informationisthe classified advertising section of the
Antiquarian Bookman, inwhich book sdlerspublishtheir
listsof bookswanted. Thisperiodica will furnishalist of
guidelinesfor describing the condition of used books.
Catalogs of used book dealers are another source of
information about book values.

Investing in rarefirst editionsof old bookscan be
quite profitable. According to Marguerite Beunner, the
collection of rare books dealing with Americana, and
especidly theAmerican West, isavery attractivefield.
Her book, How to Sell Your Collectibles, Antiguesand
Craftsat aProfit, iswell worth reading. (Rawson Asso-
ciatesPublishers, Inc. NY. 1977.)

One may easily take books to any book dealer.
They giveuseful adviceon conditionand potentid vaue,
but abook dealer will expect acommission of about
haf the sdlling price. If making money isnot an object,
onemay give hisWestern American collection to the
locd library, or offer it to astate historical society, or to-
theAmerican Heritage Center a the University of Wyo-
ming, Laramie, Wyoming 82071. The Center has4,500
manuscript and book collections, and over 70,000 pho-
tographsof Wyoming and theWest. If you want to make
agift of your books, make adefiniteplan, fileit with
your will, and keep these old treasures around aslong
asyou enjoy them.

Intheforward to Seumas Stuart’ sBook Collect-
ing (Dutton, N, 1979), it isnoted that “In most sports
onegetsburned out but in the pursuit of books you are
left exhilarated, not exhausted, in body and spirit.” Itis
also asserted that there is along record of longevity
among book collectors. So, build more shelvesinthe
study, get an easy chair and enjoy your treasures. But
remember that, intheworksof Seumas Stewart, “...no-
body isever the absolute owner of agood book: heis
merely itsguardian during hislifetime, or until hetrans-
ferstheresponsbility by sdeor gift.” (Book Collecting,
p. 247.)
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Orlin Scoville

About theAuthor

Orlin James Scovillewasborninwestern Nebraska
in 1911 and grew up on afarmnear Ft. Morgan, Colo-
rado. He was the product of a one-room school. He
earned B.S. and M.S. degrees from Colorado State
University and aPh.D. in agricultural economicsfrom

Harvard.

Scoville spent twenty-fiveyearsin farm manage-
ment research with the United States Department of
Agriculture, firstinAmarillo, Texas, during thedust bowl
years, and later in Albuquerque and in Washington D.C.
Heleft Agricultureto serveasarura development of -
ficer with theAgency for International Developmentin
Bangkok for four yearsand then became aprofessor of
agricultura economicsat Kansas State University where
hetaught and did research on rural economic devel op-
ment.

Helivedwithhiswife, Caral, inArlington, Virginia,
where he participated in volunteer activitiesand awrit-
ingworkshop that produced asmall literary magazine,
Encore! Encorel, written by senior citizens. Scovillewas
ontheeditorial board. Hehad alonginterestinthehis-
tory of development and pioneer settlement inthe semi-
arid West and collected books on the subject. Hewas
amember of the Potomac Corra of the Westerners, the
Agricultural History Society, theAssociatesof theNa-
tional Agricultura Library, and former member of the
Panhandle-PlainsHistorical Society of Canyon, Texas,
and of the Prairie Walkersof Manhattan, Kansas.

He produced one bookl et in the Potomac Corral
Great Western Series, No. 16, Remittance Men, Sec-
ond Sons, and Other Gentlemen of the West, 1990.

Orin Scovilledied on September 18, 2000 at age
89.

At the October meeting Dr. Rudy Krutar
gave aninteresting presentation on hisearly
lifein Montanaand displayed anumber of ar-
tifactsfrom hisfamily inthe MontanaTerri-

tory.

Hea so presented and discussed ashort
monograph hediscovered inthe Nationa Ar-
chivestitled“James A. Garfield’'sDiary of a
TriptoMontanain1872.” Itwaspublishedin
1900 asanotebook consisting of ajournal or
diary of thissignificant trip by Oliver Wendell
Holmes.

The book drawing  was won
(approprietly) by the speaker: Thebook was
A Tenderfoot in Montana: Reminiscences
of the Gold Rush, the Vigilantes, and the
Birth of the Montana Territory, by Frank
Thompson.
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The Spiegelberg Brothersof SantaFe:
Entrepreneursinthe Territoria Trade of New Mexico

_ by
Michadl L. Lawson"

The Spiegelberg brothers [per note on back of
photograph] Emanuel, Lehman (or Willi), Solomon Jacob,
Levi, and Willie (or Lehman). Elias was already deceased

when the photograph was taken.

TheUnited States' acquisition of New Mexicoin
1848, aprize of the Mexican War, provided attractive
opportunitiesfor Euro-Americantraders. Locd demand
for merchandisefromthe East, whichhad ledin part to
the creation and success of the SantaFe Trail morethan
two decades earlier, grew even stronger inthe wake of
increased Anglo or non-Hispanic settlement. Thene-
cessity of acontinuing military presenceintheturbulent
new Americanterritory and the eventual settlement of
theregion’snativetribeson reserved lands, also created
ademand for private contractorswho could adequately
procure suppliesfor the Government’snew fortsand
Indian agencies. Among the most successful of theen-
trepreneurs who were able to take advantage of this
emerging economic environment werethe Spiegelberg
brothers, six young Jewishimmigrantsfrom Germany.
Starting with ameager investment on the part of their
eldest sibling, thebrothers, interacting in variousforms
of partnership, were ableto greatly expand their roles
as SantaFe merchants and sutlersand successfully di-
versfy their businessinterestsover thecourseof ahalf-
century. Then, having secured their personal fortunes,
theremaining brothersdecided toliquidatetheir assets,
abandontheir considerablesocia and political capitd in
the Land of Enchantment, and emigrateto Manhattan.

Theemergenceof agreater interest in the South-
westernfrontier intheearly 1840’ scoincided withawave
of immigration from Germany to the American shores.
Increasingly unfavorable conditions caused Germansto

leavetheir homeland in unprecedented numbers. This
wasparticularly truefor Jewswhoin areassuch asBa
variawereincreasingly burdened by specific socia and
economic restrictionsand subjected to outbursts of anti-
Semitism. Thispeculiar lossof optimismintheland of
on€e'shirthand cultureand renewa of hopeinafar dif-
ferent place came together in the person of young
Solomon Jacob Spiegelberg. Jacob, ashe was better
known, was the eldest son of the Baron von
Spiegelberg’scommercial agent in Natzungen, Prussia.
The Baron had bestowed hisfamily name on Jacob’s
father for hislong and faithful serviceafter the German
government, following the Code Napoleonin France,
permitted Jewsto take surnames.

In 1844, at age seventeen, Jacob, having decided
tofind hisfuturein America, took passageto New York
City. It was probably through networking with other
lansmen or fellow Jewish countrymenin Manhattan that
helearned that St. Louis might be an excellent placeto
makehisstart. Not only wasthe burgeoning Missouri
town agateway to theWest, it also had alarge German
population. St. Louislikewise served asthefinancial
hub of the SantaFe Trail and whether it wasby plan or
circumstance Jacob arrived to find opportunity in the
establishment of Eugene L eitensdorfer, who had been
involvedinthe SantaFetradesince 1830. Leatensdorfer,
the son of aTyroleanimmigrant, grew upin Carondel,
Missouri and later became auditor for New Mexico’'s
territorial governmen.

Before long, Jacob found himself on one of
Leitendorfer’swagonshbound for SantaFe. Thecara
van started from | ndependence, Missouri following a
variation of the famoustrail established in 1823. It
crossed theArkansas River and the desolate Cimmaron
Desert, where Comancheand Kiowarai derssometimes
threatened, before descending through anarrow can-
yon at theend of which Jacob caught hisfirst glimpse of
theadobevillagethat served asMexico’snorthern pro-
vincid capitd.

It isnot known how many other treks Jacob may
have made over the SantaFe Trail prior to the outbreak
of theMexican War in May 1846. At that time, how-
ever, he became affiliated, asamerchant or sutler or
both, with the Army of theWest” under the command
of Colonel StephenW. Kearny. Thishastily assembled
unit of 2,700 men, whichincluded theMormon Brigade,
wasassgned thetask of taking New Mexico and south-
ern Cdifornia. After Governor Manuel Armijoand his
troops abandoned Santa Fe in August and allowed
Kearny’'sarmy to take over and establish atransitiona
government, Jacob joined the 300 Missouri volunteers
under Colonel A.W. Doniphanwho eventually captured
theMexican city of Chihuahua.

Returning to SantaFelater in 1846, Jacob, onthe
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basis of hisconnection with Colonel Doniphan, was
granted agovernment permit to open ageneral mer-
chandise store. Hewas also appointed sutler for Fort
Marcy, the newly established military post at SantaFe.
With aninvestment of $356, and before his20th birth-
day, Jacob Spiege berg thusbecame oneof thefirst res-
dent Jewish merchantsinterritorial New Mexico. He
quickly learned Spanish and the commercia needs of
the Territory and by 1850, after abrisk business sup-
plying theAmerican occupation forces, hisinvestment
wasworth morethan $5,000. Jacob gradua ly brought
hisfiveyounger brothersinto the businessand by 1890
he amassed apersonal fortune of over $5,000,000.

After 18-year old Levi came from Germany to
become Jacob’ spartner in 1848, their businessbecame
known asthe House of Spiegelberg Brothers, or more
popularly as* Spiegel berg Hermanos.” What started as
asmall retail grocery and dry goods storein SantaFe,
soon became one of thelargest wholesale operationsin
the Southwest, with branch storesin several territorial
townsand buying agentsin both the Eastern and Euro-
pean markets.

Thebrother’ smain storewas on the south side of
theplazain SantaFe, directly acrossfrom the Palace of
theGovernors. Thestorewasdescribed by aloca news
paper as having “ superb show windows’ with female
models, selling everything“fromapintoapiano”.

Thebachelor brothersreadily found acceptancein
theemergingAnglosodid and culturd community in Santa
Feand fostered important politica connectionsthrough
their membershipintheloca Masonicorder. Jacobwas
among thefirs membersof theM ontezumal_odge, char-
tered in 1851, whose membership included such promi-
nent New MexicansasKit Carson, CharlesBent, and
Ceran St. Vrain. WhentheTerritorial legislature had
difficulty meetingitspayroll in 1852, Jacob providedthe
government a$4,000 emergency loan, whichwasre-
paid thefollowing year. Theability of the brothersto
obtain both merchandise and credit from Eastern sup-
pliersand bankerswas one of thekeysto their success.

Jacob and Levi brought younger brothersEliasand
Emanue intothefirmin 1850 and 1853 respectively. In
1854 Jacob returned to Europe, where he continued to
play anactiverolein steadily expanding thebusinesshe
had established. Tragedy marred the brothers’' Ameri-
can success story in 1855 when 23-year old Eliaswas
killed when an adobe ceiling collapsed onto abed in
which hewasdeeping. Thisleft only Levi and Emanuel
to conduct the day-to-day businessof thefirmuntil 1857
when they werejoined by brother Lehman. Youngest
brother Wolf or Willi cameto SantaFein 1861 after
working for ayear inaNew York clothing firm. The
16-year old barely escaped death at the hands of Kiowa
raidersin that sameyear as he accompanied the com-

pany caravan onthe SantaFeTrail.

Together the brothersformed an effective mercan-
tile establishment that sparked acommercial revolution
inNew Mexico by replacing theold traveling peddiers.
They wereableto permeatethe Territory with their eco-
nomicinfluence by devel oping areputation for honesty,
by advertising widely in both the English and Spanish
language newspapers, and by establishing aliberd credit
system utilizing their own scrip. A purchasing system
initiated by thebrotherspermitted Hispanicfarmersfrom
theregion to exchangetheir producefor the company
scrip. The producewasthen either sold to Anglosfor
cash or delivered to government facilitiesunder con-
tract. Asprevioudy noted, thebrothersmaintained buy-
ersbothin Europe and on the East Coast. They seta
recordin 1868 by delivering goodsfrom New York City
to SantaFein 40 days.

The Spiegelbergs served as sutlersto the New
Mexico Volunteersduring the Civil War, but suffered a
setback whentheir storeand merchandisewere confis-
cated by the Confederate Army under the command of
Genera Henry H. Sibley, which occupied SantaFefor
afew weeksbeginningin March 1862. Thebrothers
lost $50,000 in merchandise during the occupation, for
whichthey werenever rembursed. Reveling Rebel sol-
diersaso posed athreat to their well being. On one
occasion, adrunken soldier entered their store and de-
manded L evi to furnish himwith clothing. WhileLevi
wasgathering theitemsrequested by thebelligerent sol-
dier, the Confederate brandished apistol, aimed it at
Levi’'sheadandyedlled. “Bequick or I'll blow your brains
out.” Fortunately, the quick-thinking and nimbleWilli
washearby. Heknocked thesoldier’sarm upjust ashe
pulled thetrigger and the bullet lodged in the ceiling,
savingLevi’slife

During thewar, Willi took on patrol and scouting
dutiesfor the Union Army, while L evi was once cap-
tured by Confederate soldierswhileenrouteto Chihua
hua, Mexicowith aload of company merchandise. He
was accused of being aspy, but was soon recognized
and released.

After the Civil War the two older Spiegelberg
brothersdecided toleave New Mexico. Both Levi and
Emanuel, who had beeninthe Territory for 17 and 15
yearsrespectively, moved to New York City. Emanuel
marriedinto the prominent Seligman banking family and
enjoyed alucrative career with hisinlaws. Levi became
the New York purchasing agent for the House of
Spiegelberg Brothers. Inthe 1870s, however, he started
atextile manufacturing company with hissix sonsand
became one of the leaders of Manhattan's Temple
Emanud, that great bastion of Reform Judaism on Fifth
Avenuethat becamethe spiritua center for New York’s
wedthy German Jews.
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Thebrothers sbus nessin the Southwest expanded
rapidly following the Civil War asaresult of their in-
volvement intheIndiantrade. Treatiesthat established
Navajo and Apachereservationsin what isnow New
Mexico and Arizonastipul ated that the Government
would provide certain goodsand servicesto thetribes.
To encouragefarming, individual tribal memberswere
provided with seedsand implementsand to supplement
subsistencethey were givenfood staples, clothing, blan-
kets, and other necessities. 1t becametherole of pri-
vatetradersto furnish these suppliesunder Government
contract and the Spiegel berg brotherswereamong the
first merchantsto moveinto thismarket. After theNa-
vajo moved to their reservation in 1868, Lehman ob-
tained thefirst trading licenseissued at Fort Defiance,
whichisjust insidethe eastern border of Arizona, and
Willi thefirgt licenseat Fort Wingate, near present Gdllup,
New Mexico.

Thebrotherswerewel| positioned to dominatethis
trade because of their extensive contacts. They could
eadly securethe capita necessary to purchasebulk sup-
pliesof commoditiessuch asbeef, cattle, coffee, flour,
hardware, matches, and medicineto supply thelndian
agenciesaswell asthe military postsattached to them.
They al so secured government contractsto provide gen-
erd transportation and mail services. Inadditiontothe
Navajo agency, the brothersreceived contractsfor the
Cimarron, Mescalero, San Carlos, and Southern agen-
ciesfor variousbandsof Apache, aswell astheAbiquiu
agency for certain UteIndians.

Thevolumeof their businesswasimpressiveand
sotoothemargin of profit. Their working capital was
estimated to be approximately $2 millionin 1872 and
their volumeof businessin 1874 at about $700,000. In
1876, their ordersfor the Mescalero Agency alonein-
cluded 3.5 million pounds of beef cattle and 250,000
poundsof flour.

Asaconsequence of their supply operations, the
brothersbecamefluent inseveral Indian dialectsand fa-
miliar with many of theleading Indians, Indian agents,
and Indian fighters of theterritory. Asaclerk inthe
family storeat Fort Wingate, for example, Willi became
good friends with both Kit Carson and Navajo chief
Manuelitointheearly 1860's. Whileonabuyingtripto
the East, Willi won the eternal favor of the Navajosby
presenting one of their beautifully woven blanketsto
President Abraham Lincoln. He brought back to the
tribe apersonal message from the President and later
admitted that he had conceived of theideaof presenting
the blanket in order to saveface after declining to ac-
cept oneof thechief’ sdaughtersashisbride

TheHouse of Spiegelberg Brothersasodiversi-
fieditsinvestmentsintheyearsfollowing the Civil War.
Taking advantageof New Mexico’ sexpanding economy,

thebrothersspread their commercid interestsinto bank-
ing, insurance, real estate, and mining.

New Mexico had no banksprior to 1870. The
Spiegelberg brothers and other merchants often func-
tioned asinformal bankers, allowing customersto se-
curelargesumsof cashintheir company safes, for which
they also served astrusteesand advisors. Thebrothers
likewise became mortgage bankers, becauselargetrans-
actionsfrequently involved the ass gnment of real prop-
erty to securethedeal. At varioustimesthe brothers
also cameto hold anumber of propertiesin SantaFe,
dthoughtheir preferencefor moreliquidinvestmentskept
themfrom getting heavily involvedinland acquisitions.

In 1872, the brothersdecided to charter their own
bank, the Second National Bank of New Mexico, in
order to protect their own credit and exchange business
after SantaFe swedthiest resdent, Lucien B. Maxwell,
and other investorschartered the First National Bank of
New Mexicoin1870. In 1873, theyear after thefounding
of the bank inwhich hewas a principal shareholder,
L ehman Spiegel berg al so became ageneral agent for
theNew York Lifelnsurance Co. Helikewiserepre-
sented thefamily’sinterest inmining, serving ontheboard
of directorsof theWillison Silver Mining Co. Thebroth-
ersowned severa mining claims, including theBourbon
goldminein LosCerrillos, New Mexico.

The success of the Spiegelbergsin New Mexico
attracted other ambitious Jewsto theterritory over the
years. The young men who came to work in the
Spiegel berg firm formed the nucleusof New Mexico's
first openly Jewish community. Severa of thefriends
and relativeswho got their start with the brotherswent
onto open their own stores and becometheir leading
competitors. CousinsAaron and L ouisZeckendorf, for
exampl e, established a Spiegelberg Brothersoutlet in
Albuquerqueinthe 1850’ sbefore setting up their own
independent businessthereinthe 1860's. Former com-
pany clerksErnest and Albert Grundeld dso sarted their
ownfirminAlbuquerque. Albert Grunsfeld, after whom
thefirst synagoguein Albuquerquewasnamed (Temple
Albert), wasmarried to the Spiegelberg'ssister Minna.

Amongthemoreinteresting former employeeswere
the Bibo brothers, who had been friends of the
Spiegelberg family in Germany. TheBibosalsobecame
prosperoustrading with thelndiansand established stores
invariousNew Mexicolocations. Solomon Bibo, the
son of aWestphalian rabbi, married Juana, daughter of
aPueblo chief, and eventually becamethe governor of
AcomaPueblo, theequivaent of chief of thetribe. In
1898, Solomon and Juanamoved to San Francisco so
that their children could receiveaJewish education. The
Town of BiboinVaenciaCounty, New Mexico, north
of Laguna Pueblo, was named after the family and
brother Ben Bibo operated atrading post and post of -
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ficethereuntil 1920.

Economic freedom brought socid freedomtothe
Spiegelbergfamily in New Mexico. Oncetheir mercan-
tiletdentswererecognized throughout theterritory, they
found that |ess emphasiswas placed on their cultural
andreligiousdifferences. Unlike Jewsin many partsof
America, they suffered few socid redtrictions. In Santa
Fethey wererespected for maintaining theintegrity of
their own beliefswhilebeing tolerant of others. Thedomi-
nant Catholic Higpanosoftenreferred tothemin thefol -
lowing vein: Los Hermanos Jacobos estan la misma
gente que nuestro Redentor Jesus Christos, meaning
“The Jacobs Brothers[asthey were popularly known]
areof the same peopleasour Savior JesusChrist.” As
fluent in Spanish, English, and Indian dialectsasthey
wereinther nativetongue, the Spiegel bergsparticipated
fully inthedistinctivetricultural environment of New
Mexico, and aseconomic, political and social leaders,
they contributed agreat dedl toit aswell.

Whilethemerchant familiesdid not attempt to hide
or abandon their Jewishidentity, neither didthey try to
establish acongregation during theearly yearsor dis-
play any open signsof observance, such asclosingtheir
stores on the Sabbath.

Mogt of theearly German-Jewish traderswho mar-
ried, married Hispanic women. Not so the Spiegelberg
brothers, who were prosperousenough to returnto Eu-
ropeto find mates. Thereisno public evidence of the
brother’sreligious observance prior to 1860, but this
changedinthat year followingthearriva of Levi’steen-
aged German-bornwife Betty. Sheopened their home
for what isascribed asbeing SantaFe'sfirst Yom Kip-
pur (Day of Atonement) services, which probably in-
cluded many if not most of the other Jewish familiesat-
tracted to New Mexico by economic opportunity. As
more of theyoung tradersmarried other German Jews,
the number of Jewish children increased and their par-
ents became more concerned about rearing them as
observant Jews. Thisnecessitated thelittlecommunity
to seek religious sources outside of their ownisolated
area. Itwasreportedin 1872 that arabbi from Denver,
certified asamohd to perform circumcisions, wassum-
moned to New Mexico to perform abrisfor several
boysof “advanced age.” 1n 1876, thefirst Bar Mitzvah
ceremony heldin New Mexico was conducted to honor
the coming of age of Alfred Grunsfeld, anephew of the
Spiegelberg brothers. Money wasdonated at this cer-
emony to erect asynagogue in Santa Fe, but it never
developed. Instead, thefirst synagoguein New Mexico
was established in the prospering town of LasVegasin
1888 under the auspicesof CharleslIfeld, another pio-
neering merchant. Albuquerque had atempleby 1900,
but Santa Fe had no synagogue until 1953.

FloraLangermann Spiegelberg’sarrival in Santa

Fein 1875 brought anew styleto New Mexico. Born
in New York City, she grew up in San Francisco and
was educated in Germany before marrying youngest
brother Willi Spiegelberg in Nuremberg and returning
withhimto SantaFe. Flora sreputation for charmand
hospitality grew in proportion to the Spiegelberg’sin-
creasing roleintheaffairsof New Mexico. Although
shecamein contact with peopleinall walksof life, in-
cluding someof the crudest elements of territorial soci-
ety (sheoncemet thenotoriousBilly theKid, who stop-

Solomon Jacob Spiegelberg; Betty (Mrs. Levi) Speigelberg,
ca. 1855-60 from reverse painting under photograph on
glass.

-ped in the Spiegelberg storeto purchase anew cow-
boy ouitfit), she continued to reflect the manners, tastes
andlifestyleof middleclassEurope.

Among FHora sguestswere membersof the promi-
nent local familiesincluding thericosor patrons(those
wealthy New Mexicanswho claimed direct Spanish
ancestry). Shead so entertained the officersof the Santa
Fe garrison and their wives, aswell asthe archbishop,
the governor, thecommanding general, and other digni-
taries. Shereceived her callersat weekly afternoontess,
at formal dinnersservedin severa coursesonvaluable
chinaby uniformed maids, and at galabanquetswhich
abounded with German cuisine, fine European wines,
champagne, and frequent toasts. An accomplished pia-
nist, Floraentertained her guestsafter dinner by playing
her favorite sel ectionsfrom Mendel ssohn and Chopin,
by displaying her collection of paintings, or by showing
off theexquisitefurnishingsof her home. Outside of the
home, Floraenjoyed thefiestas, anniversaries, jubilees,
andreligiousholidaysthat Santa Feanswere so tradi-
tionally fond of . She played aleading rolein the small
literary and dramatic clubs of the city, took partinthe
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local thestrical productionsasboth an actressand musi-
cian, and wasa so activein civicwork, particularly in
theareaof education. 1n 1879, shehel ped organizethe
SantaFeAcademy, thecity’sfirst non-sectarian school,
whereshed so gaveingructioningardening, neturestudy,
needlework and sewing.

The Spiegelberg’sconnectionsbrought thefamily
many opportunitiesto meet some of themost important
peopleof theday. One of the most frequent and best
loved of their guestswas Jean BaptisteLamy. Thisfa
mous Catholic clergyman, the protagonist of Willa
Cather’s Death Comesto the Archbishop, had already
endeared himsalf to the Spiegelberg brothersby saving
Levi’slifein 1852 after hehad been strickenwith severe
dysentery and left by his employees on the Santa Fe
Trail. Astheyears passed, the friendship which had
blossomed out of thisincident becameformally symbol-
izedingiftsof wine, fruit and flowerswhich Lamy brought
to the Spiegel berg family on themgjor Jewish holidays,
and in the generous donationsthe brothers contributed
toward the construction of Lamy’s pet project the St.
Francis Cathedral and the celebration of hisordination

1 P

el
Willi Spiegelberg family photograph. Top row: Harry Frank, Betty Speigelberg Frank, Wedin Blun Eising. and Rose

asArchbishop of SantaFe.

The gppointment of General Lew Wallaceasterri-
torial governor of New Mexico in 1878 marked the
beginning of anew eraof highofficid socid lifein Santa
Fe. Asawell-known author and Civil War |eader, the
flamboyant Wallace seemed to enjoy the social trap-
pingsof hisofficemorethanhisofficid duties. During his
term, Santa Fe entertained many of theleading military
officersand politiciansof the day.

It seemed only natura that Lew Wallaceand Flora
Spiegelberg would become good friends. Oneday as
Flora passed by the Governor’s officein El Palacio
Real, he beckoned to her through thelarge window by
which he liked to do hisliterary work. “1 have just
wrapped up my manuscript of Ben Hur to forward to
my publishers,” hetold her as she entered the office.
“Do, youthink itisworth theexpressage?’ After pon-
dering the question for amoment, Floraquickly replied,
“I will gladly pay half of theexpressageif youwill agree
todividetheroyaltieswith me.” Wallace chuckled and
said, “1 will consider theoffer.” Astheyearspassed and
theroyaltiesfrom the book made Wallace anear mil-

s

L

Speigelberg Eising; Flora Speigelberg and WIli Speigelberg; children: Edna Eising (Kriegsman), Florence Eising (Stern
Naumburg), Ethel Frank (Rayner); bottom: Dorothy Frank (Strouck, Cowen). Photo 1906 New York City
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lionaire, Foraoften kidded him about her offer and how
wise he had beenin not acceptingiit.

Because of thefamily’sclose connectionswith the
Army, the Spiegelbergswereinvited to thelavishrecep-
tionsheldinhonor of military and political leaders, and
they in turn opened their homesto many distinguished
guedts. GeneradsWilliam Tecumseh Shermanand Phillip
Sheridan, for example, were entertained by the
Spiegelbergsand the other Jewish residentsof SantaFe
at The Germania, their private social club. Flora
Spiegelberg oncearranged for Genera John Loganto
attend alocal children’sparty, and also held formal re-
ceptionsin her homefor Generals John Popeand Nelson
Miles.

“Oneof thegreatest holidays SantaFeever knew,”
washow Floradescribed thevisit of President and Mrs.
Rutherford B. Hayesin 1880. Accompanied by Gen-
era Sherman, thepresidentia party wasentertained for
both dinner and supper in the home of Lehman
Spiegelberg, after which thefamily took them on atour
of the nearby Indian pueblos.

During the 1880’ sthe Spiegelberg family reached
theheight of itsinfluenceand prosperity in New Mexico.
After recaiving thesupport of thecity’sprominent Catho-
lics, Willi was elected Mayor of Santa Fe by alarge
maority in 1880. 1n 1884 hewasel ected Probate Judge
for SantaFe County over J. Bradford Prince, who later
served as Chief Justice and Governor of New Mexico.
Willi wasa so chosen asPresident of the SantaFeBoard
of Trade aswell as Grand Treasurer of New Mexico
Masonry. In 1885 hereportedly turned down an offer
from President Grover Cleveland to serveas Territoria
Governor of New Mexico.

The Spiegel berg brothersa so expanded their busi-
nessfacilitiesin SantaFeinthe 1880’s. They moved
the bank and company officesinto anew building onthe
Plazathat became known as* Spiegelberg Block,” and
they also constructed two new warehouses. Willi and
Flora'slavish new 14-room residence on Palace Av-
enue becamethefirst housein Santa Feto have both
running water and gas appliances. Designed to reflect
their own European tastes, the new housewasaso one
of thefirst inthecity to feature non-Hispanic architec-
ture. Tohonor Willi asMayor, SantaFe sfirst gaslamp-
post wasinstalledinfront of hishome.

Lehman and Willi continued to direct thefamily’s
interestsin New Mexico until 1893. 1n 1886, the broth-
ersliquidated their retail businessand becamejobbers
andwholesalersexclusively. Willi and Floraand their
two daughtersleft New Mexico for New York City in
1888 and they werefollowed by Lehman and hisfamily
in1890. Thefamily’s Second National Bank of New
Mexico continued to exist until 1893, whenit too was
liquidated. Stock certificatesissued upon termination of
theBank’scharter reved that itsshareholderswerepaid

substantial sums. Although the bank had grown stag-
nant inthewake of thefinancial panic of 1893, thedeci-
sonof thebrothersto withdraw from New Mexicowas
apparently not motivated by economicfactors. There-
maining brothersdesired toliveinamore cultured envi-
ronment and oneinwhich they could ensurea Jewish
lifefor their children; aplace wherethey could more
readily receive higher education and havethe opportu-
nity to find marriage partnersof their own cultureand
fath.

In New York, Lehman started alace importing
businesswith histwo sonsand Willi also becamein-
volvedinthelaceindustry. Willi and Floratook upresi-
denceon RiversideDriveand Forabecamewel known
asbothamunicipal reformer in New York and an author
of children’sliterature.

The Spiegelberg brothers, in common with many
other Jewish merchantsin the \West, became asignifi-
cant catalyst for economic growth onthefrontier. The
abundant mercantileopportunitiesalowed themto make
afortune, but they also contributed greatly tothe socid,
cultural, and political development of SantaFethrough
their charitableand civic efforts. Perhapsmoreimpor-
tant wasthe sense of home and therange of opportuni-
tiesthey provided for other Jews, many of whose de-
scendants continued to contributeto the further devel-
opment of aJewish presencein the Southwest.”

Sources:
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TheLeonaG and DavidA. Bloom Southwest Jew-
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Angélico Chavez Library, Pdaceof the Governors, Santa
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TheHoraSpiegelberg Collection, Center for South-
west Research, Zimmerman Library, The University of
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Lawson, Michael L. “Flora Langermann
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Museum Exhibit:

In October 2000, an exhibit was opened at the
Museum of New Mexico in SantaFeentitled “ Jewish
Pioneersof New Mexico.” It wasonexhibit until 2005.
Theprincipa donorsand guest curatorsof thisexhibit
were Felix and Susan Warburg of New York City. Su-
san is the great-grandaughter of Willi and Flora
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Books available from the Potomac
Corral of Westerners:

To all Potomac Corral Members and Friends:

The Potomac Corral has a number of publications available for
purchase or for donation to a favorite school or historical organization.
If you have a donation you wish to make, donation copies are FREE.
To purchase a book, the price is $5.00/hardcover or $2.50/softcover.
It is interesting to note that our Potomac Corral publications are
collectors items. A Phoenix book dealer (July 1997) offered one of
the Corral's soft cover editions for $20.00!

Publication number, title and availabilty are listed below.

Potomac Corral soft and hard cover publications:

2. Charles Marion Russell: Greatest of all Western Artists (soft)
3. Charlie Siringo: Cowboy Detective (soft)

4. The Snake: A Noble and Various River (soft)

5. Law on a Wild Frontier: Four Sheriffs of Lincoln County (soft)

7. The Arkansas: Lifeline of Empire (both hard and soft)

11. The Life of a Horse and Buggy Stage Line Operator (both)

13. Poems About the West (both)

14. John Gregory Bourke: A Soldier-Scientist on the Frontiier (soft)
15. Will Craft Barnes: A Westerner of Parts (soft)

16. Remittance Men, Second Sons, and other Gentlemen of the West
(both)

Special Publication 1: Companion and Colleague (both)

Special Publication 2: A Brief History and Membership Roster, 1992
Copies of the recent Corral Dust: 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002 are
available.

Contact: Dale Anderson, Bookaroo: 301-292-1970

Or Mike Lawson, Deputy Sheriff: 703-503-5531

Email: animag@lattmag.com

Book Listings and Reviews:

A Tenderfoot in Montana: Reminscences of the Gold Rush,
the Vigilantes and the Birth of the Montana Territory, by
Francis M. Thompson. Edited by Kenneth R. Owens.

Frank Thompson'slively memoir detailshisexpe-
riencesintheupper Missouri country at the beginning of
theMontanagold rush. A young man at the outset of the
Civil War, Thompson supported the Union cause but
redlized that military lifewasnot for him. Turningtothe
frontier, he headed west aboard a steamboat from St.
Louisin 1862, arriving at Fort Benton, in what would
later become MontanaTerritory.

CaTReell

Potomac Corral of Westerners International
P.O. Box 441110
FT. Washington, MD 2-749

Thompson’s sojourn wasrel atively brief—here-
turned east after only two and ahalf years. But in that
timehehunted for gold, ran aBannack mercantilebus-
ness, travel ed to the Pacific Coast and back, served in
Montana'sfirst territorial legislature, and became a
speculator in mining properties.

Thompson aso formed arel ationship with contro-
versd sheriff Henry Plummer. Thompson knew thesheriff
well, but he early stated hisdark suspicionsabout the
gold camp lawman. Drawing from hisintimate knowl-
edgeof the circumstancesand playersinvolved, Thomp-
sonvividly describesone of the deadliest incidents of
vigilantejugticein U.S. history.

A sdlf-styled tenderfoot, Frank Thompsonrecalls
hisdayson themining frontier with clarity and insight,
making him an unmatched eyewitnessfor Montana's
formativeera

Ken Owensistheeditor of Perilous Passage: A
Narrative of the Montana Gold Rush by Edwin
Ruthven Purple (MontanaHistorica Society Press) and
afrequent contributor to Montana The Magazine of
Western History.

Montana Historical Society Press

225 North Roberts Street

PO. Box 201201
Helena, Montana 59620-1201  1-800-
243-9900 www.montanahistorical society.org
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Potomac Corral of Westerners International
P.O. Box 441110
Fort Washington, MD 20749
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