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Harper’s Weekly and other
publications in the 1800’s

published a mass of
western literature and
etchings depicting the

westward movement and
life in west for the new

settlers, prospectors, and
adventurers who took

Horace Greeley’s belated
advice to “Go West Young

Man.”
But it was a lot of hard
work and sparse living

 for most.
This scene from Harper’s

Weekly, January 24, 1874,
shows a newly arrived

family building their first
log home with the help of

neighbors.
Less than one in six

homesteaders ever stayed
long enough to complete

their claim.
This was because many late

comers did not find land
that would support a

family. Also, many of  those
who chose to migrate west

were what some called
fiddlefooted;” inclined to

constantly seek new
opportunities.

The American West in the
Ninteenth Century,

John Grafton
Dover Publications
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Lloyd Swift

The Potomac Corral had a very good year
We started in January with Richard W. Stephenson, Historian of Car-

tography, Library of Congress, told the story of Major Albert H. Campbell
and the Army of Northern Virginia’s Topographical Department. “Lee’s
Forgotten Mapmaker..

In February Nikolai Wenzel, Director of Academic Programs, Atlas
Economic Research Foundation, discussed the failure of leadership at the
Fetterman massacre in 1866.

In March William Gardner Bell described the conflicts between Wash-
ington and the field commanders in Apacheland.

April saw George C. Chalou, Archival and Historical Consultant, de-
scribed the colorful “Mountain Men” and the rendezvous.

In May the Jeff Dykes Memorial Award was presented to William A.
Morgan.

Our September meeting found us at a new location, Kazan Restaruant
in McLean, Virginia.  Our speaker was Harvey Meyerson, Library of

Congress, who gave us a memoriable presentation on “When Soldiers Fought
for Yosemite.” And pointed out the origin of the National Park Service
uniforms.

In October Arthur Amchan, author of a biography of General Nelson
A. Miles, gave us insite to the life of this significant leader.  After our meal at
the Kazan we adjourned to Chet Hanson’s Old Book Store for the pro-
gram.

In November Jay Brigham of Morgan, Angel and Associates, spoke
on “From Water to Power: The Changing Charge of the Bureau of Recla-
mation.”

December saw us at the Renwick Gallery to see “George Catlin and
His Indian Gallery.”  It was truly a memorable year!!!

We have lost three significant Corral members
recently: Paul J. Scheips, past sheriff and author of
Will Croft Barnes: A Westerner of Parts died Sept.
29, 2002; Virginia Schlotzhauer (Her Honor the
Judge) died on August 6, 2002, and Lloyd Swift,
our oldest member, died February 25, 2001.

Paul
Scheips

Virginia
Schlotzhauer
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Our Pardners From Up on the Hill!
William Gardner Bell

(Written for:Corral Dust)

For nigh onto fifty
years the Potomac Corral
has covered the American
West from its Eastern base
in the Nation’s Capital.
The frontier atmosphere
has been enlivened by
many of our national leg-
islators from Western
States, who brought sto-
ries of people, places and

events into our fireside gatherings. Here’s some of
the who, what, when, and where that has added sub-
stance to our Corral’s mission: “to promote knowl-
edge of the West among all members.”

Like many chapters of Westerners International,
the Potomac Corral got off to a flying start. The Nation’s
Capital was well inhabited with native Westerners plus
many other citizens of frontier persuasions. It was al-
most a foregone conclusion that many folks whose gaze
was regularly fixed upon the far horizon would come
together to talk about—even live—the American West.

A round dozen of “founders” of a Potomac chap-
ter held a tentative luncheon meeting in a downtown res-
taurant in December 1954. Those in attendance sug-
gested a promising future: three came from the staff of
the National Park Service; three from the National Ar-
chives; three from the Department of Agriculture’s Soil
Conservation Service; one from the Smithsonian
Institution’s National Museum; and one from the
Solicitor’s Office of the Department of the Interior. The
gathering was topped out by Leland D. Case, co-founder
in 1944 of the first Westerner group—the Chicago
Posse.

The presence of ethnologist and ethnohistorian
John C. Ewers, soil conservationist and bookseller
Jefferson C. Dykes, and soil conservationist and Charlie
Russell collector Frederick G. Renner augured well for
the incipient organization. Indeed, as the Corral’s inau-
gural dinner meeting was launched at the Cosmos Club
in Washington in February 1955, and as the organiza-
tion began to fill its ranks in coming months, it became
apparent that the membership would reach into all walks
of life, inspired, of course, by the society’s common de-
nominator—the American West. As the Corral shifted

into high gear, the wide assortment of member occupa-
tions included lawyer, historian, author, biologist, soldier,
doctor, artist, journalist, printer, librarian, teacher, archi-
vist, engineer mineralogist, geologist, anthropologist, FBI
Agent, even legislator.

Legislator! With its battery of Senators and Rep-
resentatives from Western States, the United States Con-
gress posed a reservoir of Washington Westerner talent.
A look back reveals that legislators have actively par-
ticipated in Corral activities as members, speakers, au-

thors, officials.
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S e n a t o r
Clinton P. Anderson
of New Mexico
was a member of
the Corral in its early
years. He demon-
strated his interest in
the organization and
its historical focus by
joining a group of
authors who con-

tributed twenty chapters to the Corral’s first book manu-
script, Great Western Indian Fights, published by
Doubleday in 1960. His subject: the Canyon de Chelly
fight that ended Navajo Indian depredations during the
Civil War.

The anchor position in the legislative category must
go without question to Senator Ralph W. Yarborough.
The Texas Senator joined the Corral in the early 1960s,
and first spoke on “The Expulsion of the Cherokees from
East Texas” at the Ladies Night meeting of May 1962.
Then in April 1967 he took the podium once again to
speak on a favorite subject, “Frank Dobie: Man and
Friend.” His address was published as the first booklet
in the Corral’s Great Western Series in November 1967.
Senator Yarborough did not limit his attendance to
speaking occasions; he appeared often at dinner meet-
ings when his busy Hill schedule permitted, and even
after his retirement from Congress he remained a corre-
sponding member from his home in the Lone Star State.

All Westerner corrals are regularly disrupted by
scheduling problems, and the Potomac Corral is no ex-
ception. There have been many occasions when speak-
ers have had to cancel at the last moment, and officials
have had to scramble to find a replacement. Such mo-
ments have sometimes proven to be remarkable; an un-

Senator Ralph W. Yarborough

William Gardner Bell
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scheduled but notable member or guest might well be
called upon to say a few words. Senator Ashurst of Ari-
zona was one who created a moving moment. Another
was Senator Quentin Burdick of North Dakota. Son of
the late Representative Usher L. Burdick, the Senator
attended a 1962 meeting as a guest of Past Sheriff
Jefferson C. Dykes. He responded to Jeff’s tentative
invitation to “say a few words” by speaking eloquently
about his father’s ranching experience in South Dakota,
a subject most appealing to the many-faceted Western-
ers squatting around the Club’s evening fire.

Arizona Senator Barry M. Goldwater, a presiden-
tial candidate in 1964, joined the Potomac Corral in the
late 1960s and immediately demonstrated a lively inter-
est in Western history. Owner of an outstanding library
of Western Americana, he was a active collector of Hopi
Kachina dolls, and spoke to the Corral on this unique

Barry Goldwater, U.S. Senator from Arizona and later a
presidential candidate of the Republican Party typed and
signed this letter to William G. Bell expressing his pleasure

and honor at being asked to join the Potomac Corral
 of  The Westerners and “is happy to accept.”

 Bell was sheriff  at the time.

native art form. His presentation on Ladies Night in May
1971 filled the Cosmos Club’s John Wesley Powell
Auditorium. Although his arrival at the club was delayed
when the Senate extended its daily session well into the

evening to deal with an important vote on the Senate
floor, Senator Goldwater kept his appointment. His pre-
sentation more than compensated for a dinner pause.

Arizona blessed the Corral with another of its
prominent legislators, and members who were present
in 1958 were treated to an absorbing reminiscence when
Senator Henry Fountain Ashurst spoke of “My Early
Life: Pioneer Days in Arizona.” A tall gentleman of straight
bearing and boasting a shock of gray hair, Senator
Ashurst was one of the great orators of the legislative
branch. How unfortunate that his presentation was not
captured on tape!

Senator George S. McGovern of South Dakota
showed all and sundry that the Westerner organization
was more than just a bunch of grizzled old-timers play-
ing at cowboys and Indians. World War II pilot, teacher,
congressman, and a presidential candidate in 1972,
Senator McGovern chose as his topic for a 1963 dinner
meeting “The Colorado Gold Strike of 1913-1914.” His
autobiography, Grassroots, was published in 1978.

Texas and Arizona were not about to hog the
Corral’s demanding spotlight. In 1969 the focus shifted
to Big Sky Country when Senator Burton K. Wheeler
honored the Potomac gathering to speak on “Men Who
Matched Montana’s Mountains.” His talk was a prime
example of the frequent declaration that biography is
history. Senator Wheeler touched upon some leading
candidates from his home state who represented the High
Plains and the earthen upthrusts that created Montana’s
grandiose mountains.

This senatorial visit would not be complete without
the story of a special occasion of May 25, 1967. On
that date the Corral designated Senator Carl Hayden of

Senator Barry M. Goldwater inscribes an item to William
Gardner Bell at an annual conference of the Western

History Association.
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Arizona as its Westerner of the Century. The veteran
lawmaker, dean of the United States Senate, smilingly
accepted the tribute and responded with a moving vi-
gnette: “Let Me Tell You About My Father.” The result
was a unique story by one authentic Westerner about
another—at once historical, emotional, entertaining. The
Senator was then presented with his portrait, an image
depicting him as he may well have looked when he was
Sheriff of Maricopa County, Arizona in 1907. It was
painted by Westerner William E. Loechel, our resident
and later corresponding member artist whose work graces
many of our published works.

The year 1992 boded well for the Corral’s Con-
gressional representation, but it was halved when
Colorado’s Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell had to
cancel in a last-minute official interruption that called him
back to his home jurisdiction. Yet the year was not lost
by any means. Senator Dennis DeConcini of Arizona
joined the Corral for a dinner-meeting at the beautiful
Officers Club at Fort Lesley J. McNair in Southwest
Washington. He spoke on a subject of interest to West-
erners of all geographical regions: “Arizona’s Environ-
ment and the History of the Same.”

    ��� ���������������    ��� ���������������    ��� ���������������    ��� ���������������    ��� ���������������
On the same plane as the Senatorial side, mem-

bers of the House of Representatives have been actively
identified with the Potomac Corral through the years.
Congressman Usher L. Burdick of North Dakota joined
the Corral’s first panel of officers by accepting the dis-
tinguished title of His Honor the Judge. Fortunately, no
wild and wooly behavior occurred during his term of
office; the members carefully observed all of the prin-
ciples of decorum.

Early on, and throughout the Corral’s history, the
subject of the American Indian and the so-called Indian
Wars has held a prominent place on the meeting agenda.
Congressman O.K. Armstrong brought the theme to the
fore in his 1956 talk on “Progress for the American In-
dian,” and five speakers bracketed the subject within
that year’s presentations.

The Indian theme was matched in many ways by
the always popular outlaw/lawman subject, and no one
brought better credentials to that story than Texas Con-
gressman O. Clark Fisher. Congressman Fisher drew
upon a family connection to vivify his Corral address; his
1959 talk featured his father’s cousin, King Fisher, a
noted frontiersman of somewhat contradictory back-
ground. “King Fisher—Texas Gunslinger, Outlaw,
Deputy Sheriff” was later published in the March 1959
issue of Corral Dust. Representative Fisher was an ac-

tive and longtime member of the Corral.
As with many if not most corrals in the early years

of Westerner activities, the Potomac Corral was stag
except in May for the final meeting of the season. La-
dies Night was held in the John Wesley Powell Audito-
rium to correspond with the all-male Cosmos Club stand-
ing of the time. All of this would change as the Club and
the Corral became “coed.” It was a sign of the times
when Congresswoman Gracie Pfost of Idaho addressed
the Corral on Ladies Night of May 1961 on a singularly
appropriate topic: “The Lure of the West: Women, Wa-
ter, Gold.”

Maryland Congressman John R. Foley established
an extended connection with the United States Con-
gress as a Corral member, speaker, official. A lawyer
by profession, he became Sheriff in 1970 and later
served as His Honor the Judge. Representative Foley’s
primary interest in things Western centered upon Wyatt
Earp and Doc Holliday; he spoke on the subject in 1962
and later contributed a potential chapter for a Corral
manuscript on Peace Officers—a project which, unfor-
tunately, still resides in limbo.

In 1962, Congressman Fred Schwengel of Iowa
used American poet Rosemary Benet’s touching verse
about Nancy Lincoln’s imaginary afterdeath query to a
stranger—did he know what happened to her son
Abe—to speak on the subject of “Abe Lincoln in the
West.” And in 1964, Congressman Ben Reifel of South
Dakota, who was born in a log cabin on the Rosebud
Reservation of a full-blooded Sioux mother and Ger-
man-American father, spoke on “The Problems of the
Sioux Nation in Adjusting to the White Man’s World.”

In 1966, Congressman Tom Steed of Oklahoma,
whose State originated out of the Louisiana Purchase of
1803 and whose region was divided into Indian Terri-
tory and Oklahoma Territory in 1890 until both were
combined to form the Sooner State, treated the Corral
to a glance back upon a period when the “corner sa-
loon” operated on the edge of prohibition territory. Con-
gressman Steed remained a member while he served in
the Nation’s Capital.

In 1969, three-term Congressman David S. King
of Utah, a life-long member of the Mormon Church,
addressed the Corral on a note-worthy episode in Mor-
mon history: “The Mountain Meadows Massacre: A
Search for Perspective.” In 1967 President Lyndon
Johnson had appointed him United States Ambassador
to the Malagasy Republic and Mauritius. Upon his re-
turn to Washington he practised law and continued his
membership in the Corral. His Mountain Meadows talk
was later published in the Corral’s Great Western Se-
ries of booklets.

A check of Western State legislators who favored
the Potomac Corral with their presence and historical
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Represenaive David S. King of Utah
Represenative Ben Reifel of South Dakota

Sheriff Frank Krause and George Metcalf present Senator Carl
Hayden a scroll proclaiming him the “Westerner of the Century.”
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Mr. Case Comes to Washington:
 A Retrospective on the Founding

 of  the Potomac Corral
by

Mike Lawson
Introduction

 I became the custodian of the Potomac Corral
archives in 2000.  In preparation for a presentation on
the history of the Corral, I reviewed virtually every docu-
ment in the approximately twelve linear feet of records
that comprise this archive.  Soon after I began taking
notes on these materials, I realized that there was more
information than could be adequately encapsulated in
one program, and that there were enough interesting top-
ics for several presentations.  So I decided to limit my
focus and concentrate on the founding of the Potomac
Corral, particularly on the “Dynamic Dozen” who were
its founders, and the Corral’s relationship to the earlier
Westerners organization.   My rationale was that while
many of the current members have connections to the
Corral of the 1970’s as a result of either being active
during that decade or subsequently knowing members
who were, there are few present members that, by vir-
tue of their earlier involvement, know very much about
the Corral of the 1950’s and 1960’s.  To round out my
presentation, I also decided to provide some historical
perspective regarding two of the Corral’s seemingly per-
petual issues; namely (1) whether it is appropriate to
meet at the Cosmos Club, and (2) how can membership
be expanded.

The Progenitor
The Potomac Corral of the Westerners began at

some unknown point in time as a tantalizing idea in the
mind of Leland Davidson Case.  A native of Iowa, Case
had grown up in the Black Hills of South Dakota as the
son of a Methodist preacher. After graduating from
Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota and earning
a master’s degree at Northwestern University, he
launched his career as a journalist.  Eventually he be-
came the editor of the Rotarian, the monthly magazine
of Rotary International, which was based in Chicago.
Case was the brother of the Senator Francis Case of
South Dakota, for whom one of our busiest Potomac
River bridges was subsequently named.

Ironically, it was during a visit to Sweden in 1937
that Leland Case first thought of starting an organization
that would be devoted to the history and culture of the

American West.  While on vacation in Stockholm, after
attending a Rotary convention in France, he visited
Skansen, the open-air museum of Swedish national cul-
ture.  While viewing the exhibits of arts, crafts, and do-
mestic history, it occurred to him that Americans needed
to do more to research and preserve their own culture.
He thought that this was especially true of the region of
which he was most familiar, the Northern Plains, an area
that was then suffering from economic depression and
drought.

Upon returning to the States, Case pursued the
idea of forming an organization dedicated to American
regional culture.  In this endeavor, he received the en-
couragement of several individuals, including the author
Hamlin Garland, who had written so compassionately
of the hardships faced by pioneers of the Great Plains.
Another supporter was fellow South Dakotan Clinton
Anderson, who was then an insurance agent in Albu-
querque.  Anderson would later become the Secretary
of Agriculture, a Senator from New Mexico, and a resi-
dent member of the Potomac Corral.  As a result of the
encouragement of his friends and financial support, par-
ticularly from Clinton Anderson, Leland Case incorpo-
rated an organization in 1939 to be known as “The
Friends of the Middle Border,” after Hamlin Garland’s
best-known work, A Son of the Middle Border.  This
organization was based at Dakota Wesleyan University
in Mitchell, South Dakota, which set aside land for a
museum and art gallery.

The Friends group was the parent of what later
became The Westerners.  In addition to Case, Garland,
and Anderson, its founders included Gutzon Borglum,
the sculptor of the Mount Rushmore monument, educa-
tor John Dewey, and historian James Truslow Adams.
Five years after the founding of this organization, in 1944,
the members of its Chicago chapter, with which Case
was then affiliated, decided that they should broaden
the scope of their historical interest to include all of the
American West.  At a meeting held on March 27, 1944
at the Cliff Dwellers Club overlooking Michigan Avenue
in downtown Chicago, the twenty-three men in atten-
dance chose the name “The Westerners” for their new
organization. This name may have been suggested by
Stewart Edward White’s novel of the same name.  White
was made an honorary life member of the Chicago Cor-
ral in 1946.

Leland Case was officially the co-founder of The
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Westerners along with Elmo Scott Watson, a
Coloradoan who had founded the Chicago chapter of
the Friends and was then a journalism professor at
Northwestern University.  The charter members decided
that they would call their local group the Chicago Cor-
ral, and that their officers should have titles appropriate
to the Western focus of the organization.  Thus the pre-
siding officer was titled the Sheriff, etc.  The group also
decided that its monthly presentations would be pub-
lished in a “Brand Book,” and that an adaptation of the
artist Charles Russell’s famous bleached buffalo skull
drawing, rendered by members M. Martin Johnson and
Raymond DaBoll would serve as the organization’s trade-

mark.  This emblem
later became known
as “Old Joe.”

The Chicago
Corral therefore be-
came the parent body
of the more than 120
chapters of The West-
erners that were es-
tablished in North
America, Europe, and
Asia.

The Friends of
the Middle Border
continued as a regional
culture association, in
which Leland Case
also remained active

throughout the remainder of his life.
It was not long after its Chicago founding that other

chapters of The Westerners were formed.  As historian
Ray Allen Billington, who joined the Chicago corral in
1945, described it:  “Leland Case emerged as a mod-
ern-day Johnny Appleseed, scattering new corrals across
the land.”  Jefferson C. Dykes, one of the founders of
the Potomac Corral, described Case in 1955 “as the
best damn promoter of new corrals and posses the
Westerners ever had.”

The Denver chapter, also organized in 1944, de-
cided to use the name Posse instead of Corral and the
New York Posse, organized by Case in 1952, immedi-
ately broke precedent by accepting women as regular
members.  After all, as a later chronicler described it,
“no one could deny Mari Sandoz,” the famous Nebraska

author who was a charter member of the New York
Posse.

The Founding
The Westerners became international when a chap-

ter was established in London in 1954.  In Leland Case’s
mind, however, no other city in the world had a greater
potential for supporting a successful Corral than did
Washington, D.C.  He was well aware that the govern-
ment agencies and academic institutions within the re-
gion had drawn distinguished experts in various fields of
Western interest, as well as many former residents of
the West that loved its history and culture.

In late 1954 Case accepted a three-month as-
signment to serve as Chief Clerk of the U.S. Senate
Committee on the District of Columbia.  Soon after ar-
riving in Washington, he called upon some friends to
gather for the purpose of organizing a corral in the
Nation’s capital.  Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes of the
National Archives made arrangements for a luncheon
meeting that was held December 16, 1954, in the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Building.  In addition to Case
and Holmes, the other ten men in attendance were B.
W. Allred, Roy E. Appleman, Robert H. Bahmer,
Jefferson C. Dykes, John C. Ewers, Paul H. Gantt,
Wayne C. Grover, Herbert E. Kahler, Ronald F. Lee,
and Frederic G. Renner.

Case described to those gathered what a typi-
cal Corral meeting was like and the kind of members
The Westerners had managed to attract.  Following a
discussion, the men decided that they would launch an
effort to organize a Corral and asked Case if he would
serve as the temporary sheriff.  He declined, but sug-
gested that “Ronnie” Lee of the National Archives serve
in that capacity in leading the organizational effort.  The
group endorsed this suggestion and Dr. Lee accepted.

The available documentation does not record if
the name Potomac Corral was adopted at this meeting
or subsequently.  Upon its founding, the Corral became
the tenth organizational chapter of The Westerners.  Over
the following two months, various members of the origi-
nal founding group discussed plans for generating a list
of prospective members and speakers and finding a po-
tential meeting place.

It happened that Oliver Holmes was a member
of the Cosmos Club, so he arranged to sponsor meet-
ings in the Club’s upstairs dining room.  This prestigious
men’s club had been founded in 1878 by the scientist

Leland Case

Photo courtesy of Josephine Case and
Friends of the Middle Border, Inc.,

Mitchell, SD
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and explorer John Wesley Powell and others to serve as
a gathering place for Washington’s growing community
of intellectuals and scientists.  The District’s major scien-
tific organizations subsequently chose the Cosmos as their
meeting place and the Club in turn spawned many new
organizations, including the National Geographic Soci-
ety.

In 1952, just two years before the founding of
the Potomac Corral, the Cosmos Club had moved its
headquarters into the Townsend mansion on Massachu-
setts Avenue, N.W.   This magnificent French-style resi-
dence, built in 1873, remains one of the architectural jew-
els of Washington’s Embassy Row.

For most of its history, the Potomac Corral has
met at the Cosmos Club. The first of these meetings took
place on the evening of February 28, 1955.  The speaker
for this initial Potomac Corral program was retired Army
General Ulysses S. Grant, III, a grandson of President
Grant, who spoke about his grandfather’s early career
as an Army officer in the West.  During the business part
of the meeting, the group elected Ronnie Lee to serve as
Sheriff for the remainder of 1955 and Wayne Grover as
Deputy Sheriff.  The charter members also resolved to
make Leland Case the Honorary Sheriff of the Corral
for life.

A Distinguished Corral
Many people have described the purpose and

meaning of The Westerners in general and the Potomac
Corral in particular, but it was most eloquently explained
by Corral Sheriff William Gardner Bell in 1970 when he
wrote that the purpose was:  to bring together a group of
people with a common and relatively serious interest in
the American West; ideally individuals with serious in-
tentions in one or another aspect of the great region and
its history; individuals, again ideally, who have, are, or
will be engaged by occupation or hobby in activities re-
lated to the West and who are prepared to share their
knowledge and interest with their fellow Westerners.

In keeping with this purpose, the Potomac Cor-
ral became one of the Westerners most thriving chap-
ters, with a large and illustrious membership, stimulating
meetings, and an ambitious publications program.  Its
resident members included Senators and Congressmen,
Federal agency heads, and some of the leading experts
on various aspects of the history and culture of the Ameri-
can West.  The latter included Robert M. Utley of the
National Park Service and Dr. John Porter Bloom of the

National Archives, who both played a pivotal role in
launching the Western History Association in Santa Fe
in 1961.  Each later served as both president of that
organization and as Sheriff of the Potomac Corral.  The
Corral’s guest speakers were drawn from similar ranks.

From 1956 to 1967 the Corral published a
magazine entitled Corral Dust.  The periodical’s first
editor was the recently deceased Professor Frank
Goodwyn of the University of Maryland.  Current mem-
ber William Gardner Bell also served as editor from
1963 to 1966.  The Corral produced a book entitled
Great Western Indian Fights, that was published in
hardcover by Doubleday of New York in 1958.  In
1966 the University of Nebraska Press issued a paper-
back edition of this work that is still in print.  A new
hardback edition was published by Fine Communica-
tions in 1997.  The Corral also produced two other
book manuscripts, one entitled “Great Western Rivers”
and the other “Great Western Peace Officers,” but never
succeeded in finding a publisher for these works.

By 1967 the Corral’s revenue was no longer
sufficient to underwrite the publication of the Corral
Dust and it was decided to discontinue the periodical in
favor of a Great Western Series of booklets on single
subjects.  The plan was to use the best chapters from
the two unpublished book manuscripts and the extended
textual version of Corral presentations.  Seventeen vol-
umes were published in this series between 1967 and
the 1990’s, starting with former resident member Senator
Ralph Yarborough’s essay on J. Frank Dobie and end-
ing with Orlin Scoville’s “Remittance Men, Second Sons,
and Other gentlemen of the West.”

The Corral’s publication program then went into
abeyance until the Corral Dust was resumed on an
irregular basis in the late 1990’s.

For at least the first decade of its existence, the
Potomac Corral revolved around the nucleus of its
founders.  The first nine Corrals sheriffs, for example,
came from the ranks of its eleven resident founders.  It
is indeed edifying to briefly review the biographies of
these founding members and trace the connections to
the American West that sparked their involvement in
and contributions to the Potomac Corral.  All of the
founders were in government service in 1954, including
four with the National Archives, three with the National
Park Service, and two with the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice.  Many of these men were veterans of World War
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II and at least two had been military officers.  All were
college graduates and at least three had earned doctoral
degrees.  The vast majority had at least lived in the West
and most were also natives of that region.

The Founders
Leland D. Case  A  founder of both The Western-

ers and the Potomac Corral, Case continued as editor
of The Rotarian and later served for ten years as the
editorial director of Together, a publication of the Meth-
odist Church.  The various Corrals and Posses of The
Westerners were established, and continue to function,
as autonomous organizations.

In 1958, however, Philip A. Danielson, a member
of the Chicago Corral, provided an endowment to es-
tablish a Westerners Foundation in Stockton, California
to serve as a the clearing house for all of the Corrals and
Posses.  Leland Case became the director of this foun-
dation and served simultaneously as the director of the
Pacific Center for Western Historical Studies at the Uni-
versity of the Pacific in Stockton; a position also held
later by longtime Potomac Corral member John Porter
Bloom.  The Westerners Foundation was renamed
“Westerners International” in 1969 and relocated to
Tucson, where Leland Case decided to live in semi-re-
tirement.  Westerners International published newsletter
entitled the Buckskin Bulletin, and established annual
prizes for publications on the West and awards for chap-
ter activities and programs.

Leland Case died in
Tucson in December 1986 at
the age of 86, having served
The Westerners for more than
40 years.  He had in fact been
the last surviving founder of the
Westerners.  Shortly thereaf-
ter, in 1987, the headquarters
of Westerners International
was moved to the National
Cowboy Hall of Fame and
Western Heritage Center in

Oklahoma City.
Oliver Wendell Holmes   The man that arranged

for those first organizational meetings of the Potomac
Corral was a Minnesotan who had earned a Ph.D. in
history at Columbia University and joined the National
Archives staff in 1936.  Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes was
the Chief of the Division of Interior Department records

at the Archives and later became executive director of
National Historical Publications Commission.  He also
served as an adjunct professor at the American Univer-
sity in Washington.  Dr. Holmes was one of three Poto-
mac Corral founders to serve as president of the Soci-
ety of American Archivists (1958-1959; the others be-

ing Robert Bahmer and
Wayne Grover).

One of Oliver Holmes’
special interests in the West
was stagecoaches and their
delivery of the mail.  He
served as Sheriff of the Cor-
ral in 1961 and published a
booklet on the Arkansas
River as volume 7 in the
Corral’s Great Western Se-
ries, which won a Western-
ers International award for
the best Western book of

1969.  Dr. Holmes died in November 1981.
Ronald Freeman Lee  The man who served as

the Potomac Corral’s first Sheriff was a historian and
senior executive with the National Park Service.  Ronald
F. Lee, known to the Corral members as “Ronnie,” was
also a Minnesotan in addition to being an alumnus of the
University of Minnesota.  After earning a master’s de-
gree in history at the University of Chicago and working
in the field of historic preservation and conservation of
natural landscapes, Lee joined the National Park Ser-
vice as its Chief Historian in 1938.  His service in this
position was interrupted during World War II by a four-
year enlistment with the U.S. Army Air Force.

Ronnie Lee returned to the Park Service as Chief
Historian in 1946 and was named a special assistant to
the Director in 1951.  In that same year he authored a
book entitled United States - Historical and Archeo-
logical Monuments.  He also served as a trustee for
the American Scenic and Historic Preservation Society.
Lee moved to Philadelphia in 1960 to become the di-
rector of the Park Service’s Northeastern Regional Of-
fice.

Wayne Clayton Grover  Wayne Grover was the
Corral’s first Deputy Sheriff.  He was then the Archivist
of the United States, the executive director of the Na-
tional Archives, having been appointed in 1948 as the
third individual to hold that position.   A native of Utah,

Ronald Lee

Oliver Wendell Holmes
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he was educated at the University of Utah, where he
received a Ph.D. in political science and public ad-
ministration.  Dr. Grover was the son-in-law of Demo-
cratic Senator Elbert Thomas of Utah. Grover joined
the National Archives staff in 1935.  During World
War II, he served as chief of the records manage-
ment branch of the War Department’s Adjutant
General’s Office and obtained the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel.   He was appointed assistant Archivist of
the United States in 1947 and elected president of
the Society of American Archivists in 1953.  Fellow
Potomac Corral founder Dr. Robert H. Bahmer suc-
ceeded Dr. Grover as Archivist of the United States in
1966.

Herbert E. Kahler  The Potomac Corral archive
yields the least information about this founder.  How-
ever, it is known that in common with founder Ronnie
Lee, Herbert E. Kahler served as the Chief Historian of
the National Park Service.  He also served as the
Corral’s first Roundup Foreman and in 1956 as its sec-
ond Sheriff.  In 1959, Kahler presented a program to
the Corral on Fort Bowie, Arizona.  However, by 1966
he was no longer a resident member.  It was Kahler
who brought present Corral member Bradley H.

Patterson, who then
served on President
Eisenhower’s White
House staff, to what was
the third meeting of the
Corral.  Consequently
Brad Patterson, who first
presented a program to
the Corral in 1956, now
has the distinction of be-
ing the Potomac Corral’s
longest standing member.

Jefferson Chenoweth Dykes Jeff Dykes of the
Soil Conservation Service was a Texan and a former
faculty member at Texas A. & M. University.  Two years
prior to the founding of the Potomac Corral he had
authored Billy the Kid: The Bibliography of a Legend
and since 1950 he had been the associate editor of “The
Brand Book,’ the official periodical of the Chicago Cor-
ral.  He subsequently published many books, articles,
bibliographies, and reviews on Western subjects.

Dykes served as Sheriff of the Potomac Corral

in 1961.  He also chaired the
Corral’s Publications Commit-
tee and was one of the editors
of the Great Western Indian
Fights monograph.  He was
likewise one of the trio of Cor-
ral founders (along with Bill
Allred and Fred Renner) that
comprised “The Old
Bookaroos.”  Their column on
Western books was not only

published in Corral Dust, but also in True West, Fron-
tier Times, and the Chicago Corral’s Brand Book.

Jeff retired as Assistant Administrator of the Soil
Conservation Service in 1965 to devote himself fully to
collecting and selling Western books.  He was elected
President of Westerners International in 1980 and also
became one of its “Living Legend” honorees

Jeff announced his retirement as a Western book-
seller in the Fall 1985 edition of his Western Ameri-
cana catalog.  In honor of his 89th birthday, the Corral
sponsored a special picnic in the summer of 1989.  This
was Dykes last get-together with the Corral; he died in

December of that year.
Jeff’s body was cre-

mated and his ashes were
scattered over the Flat Top
Ranch in Texas.  This ranch
had provided the setting
and title for a book he had
written in 1957.

In 1990 the Poto-
mac Corral established a
Jeff Dykes Memorial
Award for those “who

have made significant contributions to the understanding
and promotion of Western Affairs.”

Frederick G Renner In common with Jeff Dykes,
Fred Renner was a career public servant for the Soil
Conservation Service.  He was a native Montanan who
was educated at the University of Montana.  Renner
was a leading authority on the life of cowboy artist Charles
M. Russell, whom he knew personally, and he owned
perhaps the largest private collection of Russell’s art.  It
was Renner who was probably responsible for the fact
that the Potomac Corral adopted as its emblem Russell’s
original buffalo skull drawing rather than the “Old Joe”

Jeff Dykes

Herbert E. Kahler

Frederick G Renner
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adaptation used by the Chi-
cago Corral and other chap-
ters.

Renner served as Sher-
iff of the Corral in 1957 and
authored a short biography of
Russell in 1968 that was pub-
lished as volume 4 in the
Corral’s Great Western Series.
He was also one of the
Corral’s “Old Bookaroos.”  He
retired from the Soil Conser-

vation Service in 1961 and later moved to Arizona.
John C. Ewers An ethnohistorian with the

Smithsonian Institution who had trained at Dartmouth
University and Yale University, Ewers was a noted au-
thor and authority on Indian subjects, particularly the
Blackfeet and Plains Indian art. “Jack,” as he was known
to Corral members, joined the Smithsonian staff in 1945.
He had previously served as the first curator of the Plains
Indian Museum in Browning, Montana.

Ewers became the Corral’s first Tallyman or trea-
surer and served as Sheriff in 1958.  He subsequently
helped develop and administer the Smithsonian’s new
Museum of History and Technology (now the National
Museum of American History).  He served as the direc-
tor of that museum during its first year (1964-65) and
was later named the Smithsonian’s senior ethnologist.
Jack retired from the Smithsonian in 1979.

In 1991 Ewers was the recipient of the Corral’s
Jeff Dykes Memorial Award.  His wife Margaret, a fel-
low longtime member, died in 1988 and he subsequently
wrote a tribute to her that was published as the last vol-
ume in the Great Western Series.  When Jack died in
1997, he was the last surviving founder of the Potomac
Corral.

Roy A. Appleman  A historian with National Park
Service, Roy Appleman was a leading authority on the
Lewis and Clark expedition.  A native of Ohio, he had
received his education at Ohio State University, Colum-
bia University, and the Yale Law School.  Appleman
had also served as an Army combat historian during both
World War II and the Korean War, earning the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel.  He had just returned to civilian life
again in 1954.

Appleman authored several books on military
history, as well as a work on Abraham Lincoln.  He

served as Sheriff of the
Corral in 1959 and con-
tributed to both the Cor-
ral Dust and the Great
Western Series.  In 1958
he introduced another
Lieutenant Colonel to the
Corral, who would be-
come one of its most ac-
tive and long standing
members and leaders.
That man’s name was
William Gardner Bell.

Roy Appleman was an active member of the Corral for
more than twenty years before he retired to Arvada,
Colorado in 1976.

Paul H. Gantt At the time of the founding of
the Potomac Corral, Paul
Gantt was an attorney in the
Solicitor’s Office of the De-
partment of the Interior.  In
1952 he had moved from
Denver where he had served
as an attorney for the Bureau
of Reclamation.  In that same
year, he co-authored a mono-
graph entitled The Case of
Alfred Packer - The Man
Eater with Irvin M. Gottlieb.

Gantt was born in Aus-
tria and received a law degree from the University of
Vienna in 1931.  He immigrated to the United States in
1938 and subsequently received a second law degree
from the College of William and Mary in Virginia.  After
serving with the Army infantry during World War II,
Gantt became chief counsel for the War Crimes tribunal
in Nuremberg, Germany.  In 1958 he left the Interior
Department to become a contract attorney with the
Atomic Energy Commission and in 1964 he was named
chairman of the Commission’s Board of Contract Ap-
peals.  Gantt also served as president of the Federal Bar
Association and director of the National Lawyers Club

Paul served as Tallyman in the early years of the
Corral and was its Sheriff in 1962.

He retired from government service and entered
private law practice in 1974.  He moved to Towson,
Maryland in 1976, but continued as a corresponding

Roy A. Appleman

John C. Ewers

Paul H. Gnatt
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member of the Corral un-
til his death in the late
1970’s.

Berten Wendall
Allred Also known as
“B.W.” and as “Bill,”
Allred was a Utah native
and a range planning spe-
cialist for the Soil Conser-
vation Service.  He was an
expert on the history of
sheep, grass, and cattle.

He published textbooks on range conservation and was
a frequent contributor to ranch magazines as well as pe-
riodicals on Western history and literature.  In the 1930’s
he was also a pulp fiction writer.

Educated at Utah Agricultural College (now
Utah State University), Allred had been a cowboy in
Utah, a sheepherder in Wyoming, and a county agent in
Colorado before joining the Soil Conservation Service
as a range conservationist in 1935.  He was transferred
to Washington in 1953.

Because of his ranching and writing background,
it was fitting that Allred served as the Corral’s first Reg-
istrar of Marks and Brands, who was the officer re-
sponsible for soliciting, editing, and preparing suitable
publications. While still working for the Agriculture De-
partment in 1959, Allred started his own beef cattle busi-
ness on a farm in Oldtown, Maryland.  Bill served as
Sheriff of the Corral in 1963, contributed to both the
Corral Dust and Great Western Series, and was an-
other one of the trio of “Old Bookaroos.” After retiring
from the Soil Conservation Service as its Head Range
Conservationist in 1965, he accepted a two-year as-
signment with United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organization in Italy, Saudi Arabia, and Argentina.  He
returned to continue to raise cattle on his farm, but later
retired to Utah, where he died in 1976.

Robert H. Bahmer  A native of North Dakota,
Robert H. Bahmer received his undergraduate educa-
tion at the University of North Dakota.  He then earned
a Ph.D. at the University of Minnesota, where he wrote
a dissertation on the Farm Labor Party of North Da-
kota.

After serving on Capitol Hill as secretary to
Congressman Frank Hook, Bahmer joined the staff of
the National Archives in 1936.  During World War II,

he served six years as an archivist for the Navy and War
departments.  Dr. Bahmer returned to the National Ar-
chives in 1948, when he was appointed assistant Archi-
vist of the United States.  He succeeded fellow Poto-
mac Corral founder Wayne Grover as Archivist of the
United States in 1966 and served in that position until
1968 when he retired.  In common with Grover and
Potomac Corral founder Oliver Holmes, Bahmer also
served a term as president of the Society of American
Archivists (1961-1962).

In addition to its founding members, the first offic-
ers of Potomac Corral also included Usher L. Burdick
as “His Honor, The Judge.”  This was a position new
and unique to any Corral or Posse and its establishment
may have had something to do with the prestige that
Burdick brought to the chapter by being a Congress-
man from North Dakota.  His Honor, The Judge served
as the parliamentarian and legal advisor of the Corral.
His job was to give authoritarian opinions and to “influ-
ence Corral dignity.”  Another Congressman, John Foley
of Maryland, later held this position for a substantial time.

Six of the Potomac Corral’s eleven founders
were still resident members of the Corral in 1966;
Appleman, Dykes, Ewers, Gantt, Holmes, and Renner.
By 1976, only three founders remained resident mem-
bers: Jeff Dykes, Jack Ewers, and Oliver Holmes.  By
1986, only Jeff and Jack were active, and by 1996 only
Jack remained.

Searching the Cosmos
One of the aspects that made the Potomac Corral

special was its meeting place.  As founder Roy Appleman
wrote:  it would be difficult to imagine a finer or more
agreeable place to meet than the walnut-paneled, dining
room off the main lounge and drawing room on the sec-
ond floor of the beautifully appointed Cosmos Club . . .
The fact that John Wesley Powell, the first man to navi-
gate the Colorado River canyons, founded the club gives
it added meaning to all Corral members.

Despite this seemingly neat fit, many Corral mem-
bers gradually became concerned about dining costs at
the Club.  By 1974 meal costs had increased to $8.25.
One of the topics of discussion at the first meeting of the
1974-75 season was whether or not the Corral should
find another meeting place.  Consequently, Corral offic-
ers began in earnest to search out other potential meet-
ing places and contacted approximately thirty restau-
rants and hotel dining rooms.

Bill Allred
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In October 1975, long-time member Bill Bell
advised the Corral that it should remain at the Cosmos
Club “where history, tradition, associations, ambience,
and location all combine to offset any modest saving
that might be attained at another establishment.”  After
the Club imposed a $50 surcharge on the monthly meet-
ing, however, the officers decided to hold the October
1976 meeting at the Kenwood Country Club in
Bethesda, Maryland, which charged only $7.50 for din-
ner.  This was followed by a November meeting at the
Circle One restaurant at 23rd and L Streets, N.W., in
Washington, where the dinner price was $8.75.  These
meeting places must not have proved satisfactory, how-
ever, because the Corral returned to the Cosmos Club
in December 1976.

Another issue that increasingly came to the fore-
front of Corral concerns was the restrictions the Cos-
mos Club placed on women.  Due in large part to these
restrictions, the activities of the Corral remained “male
only” for more than twenty years, except for the May
meeting that was held in the Powell Auditorium rather
than the Club member’s dining room.  This May meet-
ing was dubbed “Squaw Night,” until the distinguished
anthropologist and resident member Verne F. Ray ad-
vised that that moniker was not politically correct.  Con-
sequently, the Corral starting billing the May meetings as
“Ladies Night.”

 In October 1977, the Corral voted to open
membership “to all persons interested in the objectives
of the Westerners regardless of creed, color, sex, or
national origin.”  The problem, however, was that the
Cosmos Club did not totally lift its restrictions on women
until 1988.  By its 1982-83 season, the issues of dining
costs and membership restrictions convinced the Corral
to move its meeting place to The George Washington
University Club, where it remained for two years. The
cost of dinner ranged from $10 to $16 during this pe-
riod.  Unsatisfied with this arrangement, the Corral, in
September 1984, again moved its locus to the Officer’s
Club at Fort McNair in southwest Washington.  The
dinners there reached a high of $20 in 1987.

Three factors combined to convince Corral of-
ficers that it was time to return to the Cosmos Club for
the September 1995 meeting.  These were the growing
discontent with the difficulty of getting to Fort McNair,
especially in the evening, the appeal of resuming the
Corral’s historical continuity with the Cosmos Club, and

the fact that the Club had lifted its restrictions on women.
The Corral has remained there until recently, but seem-
ingly the debate continues on the issue of whether or not
the Cosmos Club is an appropriate and practical meet-
ing place.  Dining costs are again at the center of con-
cern, as they have risen from $22 to $43 per meal since
1997.

Membership Fluctuations and Issues
Another continual issue of the Corral has been

the size of its membership.
In the beginning, Leland Case suggested that mem-

bership be limited and confined to those who had a real
interest in the West.  Membership was also limited by
the physical limitations of the Cosmos Club.  Conse-
quently, rules were adopted that limited membership to
49 active members and 49 associate members, but
placed no limit on the number of corresponding mem-
bers.  The earliest membership roster in the Corral ar-
chives, undated but likely to be from 1957, contains the
names of exactly 49 members.

By 1965 the restrictions on the number of regu-
lar members had been removed and there were about
100 regular resident members and 200 corresponding
members, the latter of whom maintained association pri-
marily in order to obtain Corral publications.  Atten-
dance at meetings varied between 30 and 60 members,
except for Ladies’ Night when the attendance was ap-
proximately 100.  For the period 1963 through 1970
average meeting attendance was approximately 45.

There was a gradual decline in membership in
the early 1970’s as many of the elder statesmen who
had been active in the Corral since the 1950’s either
died or departed to other areas to retire or accept new
assignments.  Sheriff Bill Bell then launched a member-
ship drive in which the first goal was to have “every
member bring a member.”

The loss of membership made it impossible for the
Corral to sustain its publications program and, conse-
quently, by 1976 there were only 33 corresponding
members.  By 1977, dues-paying resident membership
had dropped to 72.  A decade later, in 1987, the num-
ber of resident members stood at 77 and there were
only 8 corresponding members.

In 1988, under the direction of Sheriff Paul
Scheips, the Corral conducted its most comprehensive
review and analysis of the problem of “eroding mem-
bership.”  A questionnaire was circulated to all present
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and recent members and tabulated by a specially ap-
pointed Membership Committee.  The most consistent
response to the question of how to increase member-
ship was to improve the quality of the programs.  In
other words, those surveyed had the view that “if you
build it, they will come.”

This, indeed, remains the Corral’s greatest chal-
lenge and the key to its future.

By 1992 the resident membership had jumped to
96, a 28 percent increase over what it had been in 1977,
but the number of corresponding members had declined
to 6.  At present, the Corral’s monthly announcements
are sent to 103 addresses: a potential audience of per-
haps 175 people.  The number of dues paying members
is currently 49, but there are several individuals who at-
tend meetings but have not paid dues. Recent attendance
at meetings averages about 25 members and guests, or
approximately 55 percent less than was the average from
1963 through 1970.

The problem of attracting the membership to
meetings has been continual and the difficulty of getting
members to make reservations on time has also been
perpetual.  This is what Bill Bell wrote in 1962 about the
hassles of serving as the Chuck Wrangler of the Corral :

The membership has been somewhat lax in fol-
lowing through on notification to the Chuck Wrangler,
with the result that the goings on up to meeting time are
not unlike an Abbott and Costello routine.  On the Mon-
day before the Thursday meeting, with the notice out
about a week, he considers himself fortunate if he has a
dozen members signed up.  So he calls the Club and
with a flourish of dishonesty tells them to figure on 30
and set for 36.  On Tuesday evening, having mushroomed
up to 14 people, with one possible, he sits down at his
“40-calls-a-month” phone and starts down the mem-
bership list.  With careful consideration for his frontier
sidekicks, he times this to the station breaks and com-
mercials with which the TV westerns are interlarded so
as not to cut in on their enjoyment.  As the evening closes
he is up to 21 — Black Jack!!

A pair of volunteers come in on Wednesday,
and a second evening calling session runs the count fairly
close to the experience factor — 30.  Thursday morning
he calls the Club and reports 28 so that the Corral trea-
sury is covered from having to pay for members who
say they’re coming but fail to show.

In common with many, if not most, chapters of
The Westerners, the Potomac Corral struggles continu-

ally to attract younger members.  However, its experi-
ence over the years allows it to face this problem with
the attitude that it does not matter if it cannot bring in
members until they are in their 50’s or even after their
retirement.  This is because, as has been proven time
and again by people such as founders Leland Case,
Oliver Holmes, Jeff Dykes, and Jack Ewers, and many
others, including the recently deceased Frank Goodwyn
and Lloyd Swift, members of the Potomac Corral tend
to live and be active for a very long time.

(This presentation was delivered to the Potomac
Corral On March 28, 2001.)

Mike Lawson, current Sheriff of the Corral,  is a
historical consultant on American Indian issues with
Morgan, Angel & Associates, L.L.C., a public policy
consulting firm in Washington, D.C.  A native of Michi-
gan, he earned bachelors and masters degrees at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha after serving in the
U.S. Air Force in Texas and Libya.  After earning a
Ph.D. in American history at The University of New
Mexico, Mike served as a historian for the National Park
Service, the National Portrait Gallery, and the Bureau of
Indian Affairs before becoming a private consultant in
1993.  He is the author of Dammed Indians: The Pick-
Sloan Plan and the Missouri River Sioux, published
by the University of Oklahoma Press, which received
the Phi Alpha Theta International Book Award.  Mike
has also been a recipient of the Ray Allen Billington Award
of the Western History Association and the Governor’s
Award of the South Dakota State Historical Society.
He serves on the Board of Editors of South Dakota
History and is a visiting lecturer on Federal Indian policy
at The George Washington University.  Mike first joined
the Potomac Corral in 1977.
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Books available from the Potomac
Corral of  Westerners:
To all Potomac Corral Members and Friends:
The Potomac Corral has a number of publications available for
purchase or for donation to a favorite school or historical organization.
If you have a donation you wish to make, donation copies are FREE.
To purchase a book, the price is $5.00/hardcover or $2.50/softcover.
It is interesting to note that our Potomac Corral publications are
collectors items. A Phoenix book dealer (July 1997) offered one of
the Corral’s soft cover editions for $20.00!

Publication number, title and quantities available are listed below.
Hardcover quantities are denoted in [ ] while softcover quantities are
denoted by ( ) . Dick Fulton, Sutler, 5410 Ellzey Drive, Fairfax, VA
22032-2906, Tel: 703/278-8209.

Potomac Corral soft and hard cover publications:
2. Charles Marion Russell: Greatest of all Western Artists [0],  (12)
3. Charlie Siringo: Cowboy Detective [0], (32)
4. The Snake: A Noble and Various River [0] , (29)
5. Law on a Wild Frontier: Four Sheriffs of Lincoln County [0],  (15)
7. The Arkansas: Lifeline of Empire [9], (64)
11. The Life of a Horse and Buggy Stage Line Operator [20], (69)
13. Poems About the West [8], (1)
14. John Gregory Bourke: A Soldier-Scientist on the Frontier [0],
(13)
15. Will Craft Barnes: A Westerner of Parts [0], (1)
16. Remittance Men, Second Sons, and other Gentlemen of the West
[44], (6)
Special Publication 1: Companion and Colleague [0], (45)
Special Publication 2: A Brief History and Membership Roster, 1992
[0],(7)
Copies of the recent Corral Dust: 1999, 2000 and 2001 are available.

The Potomac Corral of Westerners International meets at the Cosmos Club, 2121 Massachusetts Ave.,
NW on the fourth Wednesday of each month, September through May.

Visitors are welcome but advance reservations are required.
Contact Chet Hanson (703) 734-0858. Cocktails are served from 6:30 p.m. Dinner at 7:00 p.m.

followed by a speaker and a Western book raffle.

Book Listings and Reviews:

Potomac Corral of Westerners International
P.O. Box 6061

Arlington. VA 22206

Leland Case was the founder of  the Potomac Corral

Photo was sent to us by  Joanita Kant Monteith, Executive
Director, Middle Border Museum and Oscar Howe Art

Center, P.O. Box 1071, Mitchell, SD 57301.
Courtesy Josephine Case and friends of the Middle Border,

Inc.
Fire Lookout: A College Boy’s Summer in 1941, by John

Ellington, The Pacific Northwesterner, Westerners Spokane
Corrral, Vol 45, Issue 2, October 2001.

A very interesting story with pictures telling of this
young man’s experiences as a fire lookout in the sum-
mer before WWII. A delightful look at a long lost sum-
mer excursion for college students and others who just
enjoyed the outdoors.

Ellington grew up on the Pine Ridge Indian Reser-
vation in South Dakota, he is a long time volunteer at the
Eastern Washington State Historical Society and a long
time member of the Spokane Corral of the Westerners.

The Corral’s address is: P.O. Box 1717, Spokane,
Washington, 99210


