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Harper’s Weekly and other
publications in the 1800's

published a mass of
western literature and
etchings depicting the
westward movement and
lifein west for the new
settlers, prospectors, and
adventurers who took
Horace Greeley's belated
adviceto “ Go West Young
Man.”

But it was a lot of hard
work and sparse living
for most.
ThisscenefromHarper’s
Weekly, January 24, 1874,
shows a newly arrived
family building their first
log home with the help of
neighbors.
Lessthan onein six
homesteaders ever stayed
long enough to complete
their claim.

This was because many late
comers did not find land
that would support a
family. Also, many of those
who chose to migrate west
were what some called
fiddlefooted;” inclined to
constantly seek new
opportunities.
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John Grafton
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The Potomac Corral had a very good year

We started in January with Richard W. Stephenson, Historian of Car-
tography, Library of Congress, told the story of Mg or Albert H. Campbell
and theArmy of Northern Virginia sTopographical Department. “Lee's
Forgotten Mapmaker..

In February Nikolai Wenzel, Director of Academic Programs, Atlas
Economic Research Foundation, discussed thefailure of leadership at the
Fetterman massacrein 1866.

InMarchWilliam Gardner Bell described the conflicts between Wash-
ington and thefield commandersin Apacheland.

April saw George C. Chalou, Archival and Historical Consultant, de-
scribed the colorful “Mountain Men” and therendezvous.

InMay the Jeff DykesMemoria Award waspresented toWilliamA.
Morgan.

Our September meeting found usat anew location, Kazan Restaruant

inMcLean, Virginia. Our speaker wasHarvey Meyerson, Library of
Congress, who gave usamemoriabl e presentation on* \When Sol diers Fought
for Yosemite.” And pointed out the origin of the National Park Service
uniforms.

In October Arthur Amchan, author of abiography of General Nelson
A.Miles gaveusingtetothelifeof thissgnificant leader. After our medl at
the Kazan we adjourned to Chet Hanson’s Old Book Store for the pro-
gram.
In November Jay Brigham of Morgan, Angel and Associates, spoke
on “From Water to Power: The Changing Charge of the Bureau of Recla-
meation.”

December saw usat the Renwick Gallery to see” George Catlinand

HisIndianGdlery.” Itwastruly amemorableyear!!!

Wehavelogt three significant Corrd members
recently: Paul J. Scheips, past sheriff and author of
WII Croft Barnes: AWesterner of Partsdied Sept.
29, 2002; Virginia Schlotzhauer (Her Honor the
Judge) died on August 6, 2002, and L1oyd Swift,
our oldest member, died February 25, 2001.

Paul
Scheips

Virginia
Schlotzhauer

Lloyd Swift
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Our Pardners From Up on the Hill!
William Gardner Bell
(Writtenfor:Corral Dust)

'y i For nigh onto fifty

3 year sthe Potomac Corral
e A has covered the American
West fromits Eastern base
in the Nation’s Capital.
The frontier atmosphere
has been enlivened by
many of our national leg-
islators from Western
Sates, who brought sto-
ries of people, placesand
events into our fireside gatherings. Here's some of
thewho, what, when, and where that has added sub-
stance to our Corral’smission: “ to promote knowl-
edge of the West among all members.”

William Gardner Bell

Likemany chaptersof WesternersInternational,
the Potomac Corra got off toaflying start. TheNation's
Capitd waswell inhabited with native Westernersplus
many other citizens of frontier persuasions. It wasal-
most aforegone conclusion that many folkswhosegaze
wasregularly fixed upon thefar horizon would come
together to talk about—even live—theAmerican West.

A round dozen of “founders’ of aPotomac chap-
ter held atentativeluncheon meetinginadowntown res-
taurant in December 1954. Thosein attendance sug-
gested apromising future: three camefrom the staff of
theNational Park Service; threefromtheNational Ar-
chives, threefrom the Department of Agriculture’ sSail
Conservation Service; one from the Smithsonian
Institution’s National Museum; and.one-from the
Solicitor’sOffice of the Department of the | nterior. The
gathering wastopped out by Leland D. Case, co-founder
in 1944 of the first Westerner group~—the Chicago
Posse.

The presenceof ethnol ogist-and ethnohistorian
John C. Ewers, soil conservationist and bookseller
Jefferson C. Dykes, and soil conservationist and Charlie
Russdll collector Frederick G. Renner augured well for
theinci pient organization. Indeed, asthe Corra’sinau-
gural dinner meeting waslaunched at the Cosmos Club
inWashington in February 1955, and asthe organi za-
tion began tofill itsranksin coming months, it became
gpparent that themembershipwouldreachintodl walks
of life, ingpired, of course, by the society’scommon de-
nominator—the American West. Asthe Corral shifted

into high gear, thewide assortment of member occupa
tionsincluded lawyer, historian, author, biologi<t, soldier,
doctor, artig, journdist, printer, librarian, teacher, archi-
vigt, engineer minerdogist, geologig, anthropologist, FBI
Agent, evenlegidator.

Legidator! Withitsbattery of Senatorsand Rep-
resentativesfrom Western States, the United States Con-
gressposed areservoir of Washington Westerner talent.
A look back revealsthat |egislatorshave actively par-
ticipated in Corral activitiesasmembers, speakers, au-
thors, officids.

Senator
Clinton P Anderson
of New Mexico
was a member of
theCorrd initsearly
years. He demon-
drated hisinterestin
theorganizationand
itshigtoricd focushy
joining a group of
authors who con-
tributed twenty chaptersto the Corra’ sfirst book manu-
script, Great"Western-Indian Fights, published by
Doubleday in 1960. Hissubject: the Canyon de Chelly
fight that ended Navg o Indian depredationsduring the
Civil War.

Theanchor pesitioninthelegidative category must
go without question to Senator Ralph W. Yarborough.
The Texas Senator joined theCorral intheearly 1960s,
andfirst spokeon*“The Expulson of the Cherokeesfrom
East Texas’ at the Ladies Night meeting of May 1962.
Thenin April 1967 hetook the podium once again to
Speak on afavorite subject, “Frank Dobie: Man and
Friend.” Hisaddresswas published asthefirst booklet
intheCorra’sGreat Western Seriesin November 1967.
Senator Yarborough did not limit his attendance to
speaking occasi ons; he appeared often at dinner meet-
ingswhen hisbusy Hill schedule permitted, and even
after hisretirement from Congressheremained acorre-
sponding member from hishomeintheLone Star State.

All Westerner corralsareregularly disrupted by
scheduling problems, and the Potomac Corral isno ex-
ception. There have been many occasionswhen spesk-
ershave had to cancel at thelast moment, and officials
have had to scrambleto find areplacement. Such mo-
ments have sometimes proven to beremarkable; an un-
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scheduled but notable member or guest might well be
called uponto say afew words. Senator Ashurst of Ari-
zonawas onewho created amoving moment. Another
was Senator Quentin Burdick of North Dakota. Son of
thelate Representative Usher L. Burdick, the Senator
attended a 1962 meeting as a guest of Past Sheriff
Jefferson C. Dykes. He responded to Jeff’ stentative
invitationto* say afew words’ by speaking eloquently
about hisfather’sranching experiencein South Dakota,
asubject most appealing to the many-faceted Western-
erssguatting around the Club’sevening fire.
ArizonaSenator Barry M. Goldwater, apresiden-
tial candidatein 1964, joined the Potomac Corra inthe
late 1960sand immediately demonstrated alively inter-
est inWestern history. Owner of an outstanding library
of Western Americana, hewasaactive collector of Hopi
Kachinadolls, and spoketo the Corral onthisunique

BARRY GOLDWATER
arizonA

Wlnifed Hlates Henale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2053

April 9, 1971

Mr. William G. Bell

4423 31st Street South
Arlington, Virginia 22206
Dear Mr. Bell:

Many thanks for your letter of the 31st which was on
my desk when I returned to the office.

You have honored me greatly by asking me to become

a member of the Potomac Corral and I am only too
happy to accept. Thank you for thinking of me and

I am looking forward to a long association with the
Potomac Corral.

Sincerely,

garry &ﬂdwa ter

Barry Goldwater, U.S. Senator from Arizona and later a
presidential candidate of the Republican Party typed and
signed this letter to William G. Bell expressing his pleasure
and honor at being asked to join the Potomac Corral
of TheWesternersand “is happy to accept.”

Bell was sheriff at thetime.

nativeart form. Hispresentation on LadiesNightin May
1971 filled the Cosmos Club’s John Wesley Powell
Auditorium. Although hisarriva at theclubwasdeayed
when the Senate extended itsdaily sessonwell into the

Senator Barry M. Goldwater inscribes an item to Wliam
Gardner Bell at an annual conference of the \Western
History Association.

evening to deal with animportant vote on the Senate
floor, Senator Goldwater kept hisappointment. Hispre-
sentation more than compensated for adinner pause.

Arizona blessed the Corral with another of its
prominent legidators, and memberswho were present
in 1958 weretreated to an absorbing reminiscencewhen
Senator Henry Fountain Ashurst spoke of “My Early
Life: Fioneer DaysinArizona” A tal gentlemanof sraight
bearing and boasting a shock of gray hair, Senator
Ashurst was one of the great oratorsof thelegidative
branch. How unfortunatethat his presentation wasnot
captured on tape!

Senator George S. McGovern of South Dakota
showed al and sundry that the Westerner organization
wasmorethan just abunch of grizzled old-timersplay-
ing at cowboysand Indians. World War 11 pilot, teacher,
congressman, and a presidential candidate in 1972,
Senator McGovern choseashistopic for a1963 dinner
meeting“ The Colorado Gold Strikeof 1913-1914.” His
autobiography, Grassroots, was publishedin 1978.

Texas and Arizona were not about to hog the
Corrd’sdemanding spotlight. In 1969 thefocus shifted
to Big Sky Country when Senator Burton K. Wheeler
honored the Potomac gathering to speak on“MenWho
Matched Montana sMountains.” Histalk wasaprime
example of thefrequent declaration that biography is
history. Senator Wheel er touched upon someleading
candidatesfrom hishomestatewho represented theHigh
Plainsand the earthen upthruststhat created Montana's
grandiosemountains.

Thissenatorid vistwould not be completewithout
the story of a special occasion of May 25, 1967. On
that datethe Corral designated Senator Carl Hayden of
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Arizonaasits Westerner of the Century. The veteran
lawmaker, dean of the United States Senate, smilingly
accepted the tribute and responded with amoving vi-
gnette: “Let MeTel YouAbout My Father.” Theresult
was aunique story by one authentic Westerner about
another—at oncehigtorica, emotiond, entertaining. The
Senator wasthen presented with hisportrait, animage
depicting him ashemay well havelooked when hewas
Sheriff of Maricopa County, Arizonain 1907. It was
painted by Westerner William E. Loechel, our resident
andlater corregponding member artist whosework graces
many of our published works.

Theyear 1992 boded well for the Corral’s Con-
gressional representation, but it was halved when
Colorado’s Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell had to
cancd inalag-minuteofficid interruptionthat called him
back to hishomejurisdiction. Yet theyear wasnot lost
by any means. Senator Dennis DeConcini of Arizona
joined the Corral for adinner-meeting at the beautiful
OfficersClub at Fort Lesley J. McNair in Southwest
Washington. He spoke on asubject of interest to West-
ernersof al geographical regions. “ Arizona sEnviron-
ment and the History of the Same.”

On the same plane as the Senatorial side, mem-
bersof the House of Representativeshavebeen actively
identified with the Potomac Corral through theyears.
Congressman Usher L. Burdick of North Dakotajoined
the Corral’sfirst panel of officersby accepting thedis-
tinguished title of HisHonor the Judge. Fortunately, no
wild and wooly behavior occurred during histerm of
office; themembers carefully observed all of the prin-
ciplesof decorum.

Early on, and throughout the Corra’ shistory, the
subject of the American Indian and the so-called Indian
Warshasheld aprominent place on the meeting agenda.
Congressman O.K. Armstrong brought thethemetothe
forein his1956 talk on* Progressfor the American In-
dian,” and five speakers bracketed the subject within
that year’ spresentations.

TheIndian themewas matched in many ways by
theawayspopular outlaw/lawman subject, and no one
brought better credentia sto that story than Texas Con-
gressman O. Clark Fisher. Congressman Fisher drew
uponafamily connectiontovivify hisCorra address; his
1959 talk featured hisfather’s cousin, King Fisher, a
noted frontiersman of somewhat contradictory back-
ground. “King Fisher—Texas Gunslinger, Outlaw,
Deputy Sheriff” waslater publishedinthe March 1959
issueof Corra Dust. Representative Fisher wasan ac-

tiveand longtime member of the Corral.

Aswithmany if not most corralsintheearly years
of Westerner activities, the Potomac Corral was stag
exceptinMay for thefinal meeting of the season. La-
diesNight washeldinthe John Wed ey Powell Audito-
riumto correspond with thedl-maeCosmosClub stand-
ing of thetime. All of thiswould changeasthe Cluband
the Corral became* coed.” It wasasign of thetimes
when Congresswoman Gracie Pfost of 1daho addressed
theCorrd onLadiesNight of May 1961 onasingularly
appropriatetopic: “ The Lure of theWest: Women, Wa-
ter, Gold.”

Maryland Congressman John R. Foley established
an extended connection with the United States Con-
gressasaCorral member, speaker, official. A lawyer
by profession, he became Sheriff in 1970 and later
served asHisHonor the Judge. Representative Foley’s
primary interest in thingsWestern centered upon Wyait
Earp and Doc Halliday; he spokeon thesubjectin 1962
and later contributed a potential chapter for aCorral
manuscript on Peace Officers—aproject which, unfor-
tunately, still resdesinlimbo.

In 1962, Congressman Fred Schwengel of lowa
used American poet Rosemary Benet’stouching verse
about Nancy Lincoln’simaginary afterdeath query toa
stranger—did he know what happened to her son
Abe—to speak on the subject of “AbeLincolninthe
West.” Andin 1964, Congressman Ben Reifel of South
Dakota, who wasbornin alog cabin on the Rosebud
Reservation of afull-blooded Sioux mother and Ger-
man-American father, spoke on “The Problemsof the
Sioux NationinAdjusting to the WhiteMan’sWorld.”

In 1966, Congressman Tom Steed of Oklahoma,
whose State originated out of the L ouisianaPurchase of
1803 and whoseregion wasdividedinto Indian Terri-
tory and OklahomaTerritory in 1890 until both were
combined to form the Sooner State, treated the Corral
to aglance back upon a period when the “ corner sa-
loon” operated ontheedgeof prohibitionterritory. Con-
gressman Steed remained amember whileheservedin
theNation’sCapital.

In 1969, three-term Congressman David S. King
of Utah, alife-long member of the Mormon Church,
addressed the Corra on anote-worthy episodeinMor-
mon history: “The Mountain Meadows Massacre: A
Search for Perspective.” In 1967 President Lyndon
Johnson had appointed him United States Ambassador
tothe Malagasy Republic and Mauritius. Upon hisre-
turn to Washington he practised law and continued his
membershipinthe Corral. HisMountain Meadowstak
waslater published inthe Corral’s Great Western Se-
riesof booklets. Corral Dust, Vol XV1 5

A check of Western Statelegidatorswho favored
the Potomac Corral withtheir presenceand historical



Represenaive David S. King of Utah Represenative Ben Reifel of South Dakota
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Sheriff Frank Krause and George Metcalf present Senator Carl
Hayden a scroll proclaiming him the “ Westerner of the Century.”
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Mr. Case Comesto Washington:
A Retrospectiveon the Founding
of thePotomac Corral
by
MikeLawson
Introduction
| becamethe custodian of the Potomac Corral

archivesin2000. In preparation for apresentation on
thehistory of theCorrd, | reviewed virtualy every docu-
ment in the approximately twelvelinear feet of records
that comprisethisarchive. Soon after | began taking
noteson thesematerials, | realized that therewasmore
information than could be adequately encapsulated in
oneprogram, and that therewere enough interesting top-
icsfor severa presentations. Sol decided to limit my
focus and concentrate on the founding of the Potomac
Corrd, particularly onthe* Dynamic Dozen” who were
itsfounders, and the Corral’srelationship to theearlier
Westernersorganization. My rationaewasthat while
many of the current members have connectionsto the
Corral of the 1970'sasaresult of either being active
during that decade or subsequently knowing members
who were, there arefew present membersthat, by vir-
tueof their earlier involvement, know very much about
the Corral of the 1950'sand 1960's. To round out my
presentation, | also decided to provide somehistorical
perspectiveregarding two of the Corra’sseemingly per-
petual issues; namely (1) whether it isappropriateto
meet at the Cosmos Club, and (2) how can membership
be expanded.

TheProgenitor

The Potomac Corral of the Westernersbegan at
someunknown pointintimeasatantaizingideainthe
mind of Leland Davidson Case. A nativeof lowa, Case
had grown up inthe Black Hillsof South Dakotaasthe
son of a Methodist preacher. After graduating from
Macalester Collegein St. Paul, Minnesotaand earning
a master’s degree at Northwestern University, he
launched hiscareer asajournalist. Eventually he be-
cametheeditor of the Rotarian, the monthly magazine
of Rotary International, which was based in Chicago.
Case was the brother of the Senator Francis Case of
South Dakota, for whom one of our busiest Potomac
River bridgeswas subsequently named.

Ironically, it wasduringavisitto Swedenin 1937

that L eland Casefirst thought of starting an organization
that would be devoted to the history and culture of the

American West. Whileon vacationin Stockholm, after
attending a Rotary convention in France, he visited
Skansen, theopen-air museum of Swedish national cul-
ture. Whileviewingtheexhibitsof arts, crafts, and do-
mestic history, it occurred to him that Americansneeded
to do moreto research and preservetheir own culture.
Hethought that thiswasespecialy true of theregion of
whichhewasmost familiar, theNorthern Flains, anarea
that wasthen suffering from economic depression and
drought.

Upon returning to the States, Case pursued the
ideaof forming an organization dedicated to American
regional culture. Inthisendeavor, hereceived theen-
couragement of severd individuds, including theauthor
Hamlin Garland, who had written so compassi onately
of the hardshipsfaced by pioneersof the Great Plains.
Another supporter wasfellow South Dakotan Clinton
Anderson, who wasthen an insurance agent in Albu-
guerque. Andersonwould later becomethe Secretary
of Agriculture, aSenator from New Mexico, and ares-
dent member of the Potomac Corral. Asaresult of the
encouragement of hisfriendsand financia support, par-
ticularly from Clinton Anderson, L eland Caseincorpo-
rated an organization in 1939 to be known as “The
Friendsof theMiddle Border,” after Hamlin Garland’'s
best-known work, A Son of the Middle Border. This
organization was based at Dakota\Wed eyan University
in Mitchell, South Dakota, which set asideland for a
museumand art gdlery.

The Friends group was the parent of what later
becameTheWesterners. Inadditionto Case, Garland,
and Anderson, itsfoundersincluded Gutzon Borglum,
the sculptor of the M ount Rushmore monument, educa:
tor John Dewey, and historian James Truslow Adams.
Fiveyearsafter thefounding of thisorganization, in 1944,
the membersof its Chicago chapter, with which Case
wasthen affiliated, decided that they should broaden
thescopeof their historical interest toincludeall of the
AmericanWest. At ameeting held on March 27, 1944
a the Cliff DwellersClub overlooking MichiganAvenue
in downtown Chicago, the twenty-three menin atten-
dance chosethename*“TheWesterners’ for their new
organization. Thisnamemay have been suggested by
Stewart Edward White'snove of thesamename. White
wasmadean honorary lifemember of the Chicago Cor-
ral in 1946.

Leland Casewasofficialy the co-founder of The
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Westerners along with EImo Scott Watson, a
Coloradoan who had founded the Chicago chapter of
the Friends and was then a journalism professor at
Northwestern University. Thecharter membersdecided
that they would call their local group the Chicago Cor-
ra, and that their officers should havetitlesappropriate
totheWestern focus of the organization. Thusthepre-
siding officer wastitled the Sheriff, etc. Thegroupaso
decided that its monthly presentationswould be pub-
lishedina“Brand Book,” and that an adaptation of the
artist CharlesRussell’sfamous bl eached buffal o skull
drawing, rendered by membersM. Martin Johnson and
Raymond DaBoll would serveastheorgani zetion' strade-
mark. This emblem
later became known
as“Old Joe.”

The Chicago
Corral therefore be-
camethe parent body
of the more than 120
chaptersof TheWest-
erners that were es-
tablished in North
America, Europe, and
Asa

The Friends of
the Middle Border
continued asaregiond
cultureassociation, in
which Leland Case
also remained active
throughout theremainder of hislife.

It wasnot long after its Chicago founding that other
chaptersof TheWesternerswereformed. Ashistorian
Ray Allen Billington, who joined the Chicago corra in
1945, describedit: “Leland Case emerged asamod-
ern-day Johnny Appleseed, scattering new corralsacross
theland.” Jefferson C. Dykes, one of the founders of
the Potomac Corral, described Casein 1955 “asthe
best damn promoter of new corrals and posses the
Westernersever had.”

The Denver chapter, also organized in 1944, de-
cided to use the name Posseinstead of Corral and the
New York Posse, organized by Casein 1952, immedi-
ately broke precedent by accepting women asregular
members. After all, asalater chronicler describedit,
“no onecould deny Mari Sandoz,” thefamousNebraska

Leland Case

Photo courtesy of Josephine Case and
Friends of the Middle Border, Inc.,
Mitchell, SD

author who was a charter member of the New York
Posse.

TheFounding

TheWesternersbecameinternationa whenachap-
ter wasestablishedinLondonin1954. InLeland Case's
mind, however, no other city intheworld had agreater
potential for supporting a successful Corral than did
Washington, D.C. Hewaswell awarethat thegovern-
ment agenciesand academic ingtitutionswithinthere-
gion had drawn distinguished expertsin variousfieldsof
Western interest, aswell as many former residents of
theWest that loved itshistory and culture.

In late 1954 Case accepted athree-month as-
signment to serve as Chief Clerk of the U.S. Senate
CommitteeontheDistrict of Columbia. Soon after ar-
riving in Washington, he called upon somefriendsto
gather for the purpose of organizing a corral in the
Nation’s capital. Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes of the
Nationa Archivesmade arrangementsfor aluncheon
meeting that was held December 16, 1954, in the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Building. Inadditionto Case
and Holmes, the other ten men in attendance were B.
W. Allred, Roy E. Appleman, Robert H. Bahmer,
Jefferson C. Dykes, John C. Ewers, Paul H. Gantt,
Wayne C. Grover, Herbert E. Kahler, Ronald F. Lee,
and Frederic G Renner.

Case described to those gathered what atypi-
cal Corral meeting waslike and the kind of members
TheWesterners had managed to attract. Followinga
discussion, themen decided that they would launch an
effort to organizeaCorra and asked Caseif hewould
serve asthetemporary sheriff. Hedeclined, but sug-
gestedthat “ Ronnie” Leeof theNationd Archivesserve
inthat capacity inleading the organizationd effort. The
group endorsed this suggestion and Dr. L ee accepted.

Theavailable documentation doesnot record if
the name Potomac Corral was adopted at thismeeting
or subsequently. Uponitsfounding, the Corral became
thetenth organizationa chapter of TheWesterners. Over
thefollowing two months, variousmembersof theorigi-
nal founding group discussed plansfor generating alist
of prospective membersand speakersand finding apo-
tential meeting place.

It happened that Oliver Holmeswasamember
of the Cosmos Club, so he arranged to sponsor meet-
ingsinthe Club’supstairsdiningroom. Thisprestigious
men’s club had been founded in 1878 by the scientist
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and explorer John Wed ey Powell and othersto serveas
agathering placefor Washington’sgrowing community
of intellectud sand scientists. TheDigtrict’ smgor scien-
tific organizationssubsequently chosethe Cosmosastheir
meeting place and the Club in turn spawned many new
organizations, including the Nationa Geographic Soci-
ety.

In 1952, just two yearsbefore the founding of
the Potomac Corral, the Cosmos Club had moved its
headquartersinto the Townsend mans on on Massachu-
settsAvenue, N.W. Thismagnificent French-styleresi-
dence, builtin 1873, remainsoneof thearchitectura jew-
elsof Washington’sEmbassy Row.

For most of itshistory, the Potomac Corral has
met at the Cosmos Club. Thefirst of these meetingstook
place ontheevening of February 28, 1955. The speaker
for thisinitid Potomac Corrd programwasretired Army
Genera UlyssesS. Grant, 111, agrandson of President
Grant, who spoke about hisgrandfather’searly career
asanArmy officer intheWest. During thebusinesspart
of themeeting, thegroup elected RonnieLeeto serveas
Sheriff for theremainder of 1955 and Wayne Grover as
Deputy Sheriff. Thecharter membersal soresolvedto
make L eland Casethe Honorary Sheriff of the Corral
forlife.

A Distinguished Corral

Many peopl e have described the purpose and
meaning of The Westernersin genera and the Potomac
Corrd inparticular, but it wasmost e oquently explained
by Corrd Sheriff William Gardner Bell in1970whenhe
wrotethat the purposewas. to bring together agroup of
peoplewithacommon and relatively seriousinterestin
theAmerican West; idedlly individua swith seriousin-
tentionsin one or another aspect of the great region and
itshistory; individuals, againideally, who have, are, or
will be engaged by occupation or hobby inactivitiesre-
lated to the West and who are prepared to share their
knowledge and interest with their fellow Westerners.

I n keeping with this purpose, the Potomac Cor-
ral became one of the Westerners most thriving chap-
ters, withalargeand illustriousmembership, stimulating
meetings, and an ambitious publications program. Its
resident membersincluded Senatorsand Congressmen,
Federal agency heads, and some of theleading experts
onvariousaspectsof thehistory and cultureof the Ameri-
canWest. Thelatter included Robert M. Utley of the
National Park Serviceand Dr. John Porter Bloom of the

National Archives, who both played apivotal rolein
launching theWestern History Associationin SantaFe
in 1961. Each later served as both president of that
organization and as Sheriff of the Potomac Corrd. The
Corrd’sguest speskersweredrawn from similar ranks.

From 1956 to 1967 the Corral published a
magazine entitled Corral Dust. Theperiodical’sfirst
editor was the recently deceased Professor Frank
Goodwyn of theUniverdty of Maryland. Current mem-
ber William Gardner Bell also served aseditor from
1963 t0 1966. The Corral produced abook entitled
Great Western Indian Fights, that was published in
hardcover by Doubleday of New York in 1958. In
1966 the University of Nebraska Pressissued apaper-
back edition of thiswork that isstill inprint. A new
hardback edition was published by Fine Communica-
tionsin 1997. The Corral aso produced two other
book manuscripts, oneentitled “ Great Western Rivers’
and theother “ Great Western Peace Officers,” but never
succeeded infinding apublisher for theseworks.

By 1967 the Corra’srevenue was no longer
sufficient to underwrite the publication of the Corral
Dust and it wasdecided to discontinuetheperiodical in
favor of aGreat Western Series of bookletson single
subjects. Theplan wasto usethe best chaptersfrom
thetwo unpublished book manuscriptsand theextended
textud version of Corra presentations. Seventeenvol-
umeswere publishedin this series between 1967 and
the1990's, gartingwith former res dent member Senator
Ralph Yarborough’sessay on J. Frank Dobieand end-
ingwith Orlin Scoville's* Remittance Men, Second Sons,
and Other gentlemen of theWest.”

The Corra’spublication program then went into
abeyance until the Corral Dust was resumed on an
irregular basisinthelate 1990's.

For at least thefirst decade of itsexistence, the
Potomac Corral revolved around the nucleus of its
founders. Thefirst nine Corrassheriffs, for example,
camefromtheranksof itselevenresident founders. It
isindeed edifying to briefly review the biographies of
these founding members and trace the connectionsto
the American West that sparked their involvement in
and contributionsto the Potomac Corral. All of the
founderswereingovernment servicein 1954, including
four withtheNational Archives, threewiththeNationa
Park Service, and two with the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice. Many of these men were veterans of World War
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Il and at |east two had been military officers. All were
collegegraduatesand at | east three had earned doctoral
degrees. Thevast mgority had at least lived inthe West
and most werea so natives of that region.

TheFounders

Leland D. Case A founder of both TheWestern-
ersand the Potomac Corral, Case continued as editor
of The Rotarian and later served for ten years asthe
editoria director of Together, apublication of the Meth-
odist Church. ThevariousCorralsand Possesof The
Westernerswere established, and continueto function,
asautonomousorganizations.

In 1958, however, PhilipA. Daniel son, amember
of the Chicago Corral, provided an endowment to es-
tablish aWesterners Foundation in Sockton, Cdifornia
to serveasatheclearing housefor dl of the Corralsand
Posses. Leland Casebecamethedirector of thisfoun-
dation and served simultaneoudly asthedirector of the
Pecific Center for Western Historica Studiesat theUni-
versity of the Pacificin Stockton; aposition also held
later by longtime Potomac Corral member John Porter
Bloom. The Westerners Foundation was renamed
“Westerners International” in 1969 and rel ocated to
Tucson, whereLeland Casedecided to livein semi-re-
tirement. Westernersinternationa published newd etter
entitled the Buckskin Bulletin, and established annual
prizesfor publicationson the West and awardsfor chap-
ter activitiesand programs.

Leland Case died in
Tucsonin December 1986 at
theage of 86, having served
TheWesternersfor morethan
40years. Hehadinfact been
thelagt survivingfounder of the
Westerners. Shortly thereaf-
ter,in 1987, the headquarters
of Westerners International
was moved to the National
Cowboy Hall of Fame and
Western Heritage Center in

Oliver Wendell Holmes

OklahomacCity.

Oliver Wendell Holmes The man that arranged
for thosefirst organizational meetings of the Potomac
Corra was aMinnesotan who had earned aPh.D. in
history at ColumbiaUniversity and joined the Nationa
Archivesstaff in 1936. Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmeswas
the Chief of the Divison of Interior Department records

at the Archivesand later became executivedirector of
Nationa Historical PublicationsCommission. Hedso
served asan adjunct professor at the American Univer-
sty inWashington. Dr. Holmeswas one of three Poto-
mac Corral foundersto serve as president of the Soci-
ety of American Archivists (1958-1959; the others be-
ing Robert Bahmer and
Wayne Grover).

Oneof Oliver Holmes
gpecid interestsintheWest
was stagecoachesand their
delivery of the mail. He
served as Sheriff of the Cor-
ra in 1961 and publisheda
booklet on the Arkansas
River as volume 7 in the
Corral’sGreat Western Se-
ries, whichwon aWestern-
ersinternational awardfor
the best Western book of
1969. Dr. Holmesdiedin November 1981.

Ronald Freeman Lee The man who served as
the Potomac Corral’ sfirst Sheriff wasahistorianand
senior executivewith theNationa Park Service. Rondd
F. Lee, knowntothe Corra membersas“Ronnie,” was
asoaMinnesotaninaddition to being an dumnusof the
University of Minnesota. After earning amaster’sde-
greeinhistory at the University of Chicago and working
inthefield of historic preservation and conservation of
natural landscapes, L eejoined the National Park Ser-
viceasitsChief Historianin 1938. Hisserviceinthis
position wasinterrupted during World War I1 by afour-
year enlisgsment withtheU.S. Army Air Force.

RonnieL eereturnedtothe Park ServiceasChief
Historianin 1946 and was named aspecia assistant to
theDirectorin 1951. Inthat sameyear heauthored a
book entitled United Sates - Historical and Archeo-
logical Monuments. He also served as a trustee for
theAmerican Scenic and Historic Preservation Society.
Leemoved to Philadel phiain 1960 to becomethedi-
rector of the Park Service' sNortheastern Regional Of -
fice

Ronald Lee

Wayne Clayton Grover Wayne Grover wasthe
Corrd’sfirst Deputy Sheriff. HewasthentheArchivist
of the United States, the executive director of the Na-
tional Archives, having been appointedin 1948 asthe
thirdindividual to hold that position. A nativeof Utah,
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hewas educated at the University of Utah, wherehe
received aPh.D. in political science and public ad-
minigtration. Dr. Grover wastheson-in-law of Demo-
cratic Senator Elbert Thomasof Utah. Grover joined
the National Archivesstaff in 1935. During World
War [1, he served as chief of the records manage-
ment branch of the War Department’s Adjutant
Generd’ s Officeand obtained therank of Lieutenant
Colonel. Hewas appointed assistant Archivist of
the United Statesin 1947 and el ected president of
the Society of American Archivistsin 1953. Fellow
Potomac Corral founder Dr. Robert H. Bahmer suc-
ceeded Dr. Grover asArchivist of the United Statesin
1966.

Herbert E. Kahler The Potomac Corral archive
yieldstheleast information about thisfounder. How-
ever, itisknown that in common with founder Ronnie
Lee, Herbert E. Kahler served asthe Chief Historian of
the National Park Service. He also served as the
Corrd’sfirst Roundup Foreman and in 1956 asits sec-
ond Sheriff. In 1959, Kahler presented aprogramto
the Corral on Fort Bowie, Arizona. However, by 1966
he was no longer aresident member. It was Kahler
who brought present Corral member Bradley H.
Patterson, who then
served on President
Eisenhower’s White
House staff, to what was
the third meeting of the
Corral. Consequently
Brad Patterson, whofirst
presented a program to
the Corral in 1956, now
hasthe distinction of be-
ing the Potomac Corrd’s
longest standing member.

Herbert E. Kahler

Jeffer son Chenoweth Dykes Jeff Dykesof the
Soil Conservation Service wasaTexan and aformer
faculty member a TexasA. & M. University. Twoyears
prior to the founding of the Potomac Corral he had
authored Billy the Kid: The Bibliography of a Legend
and since 1950 he had been the associate editor of “The
Brand Book, theofficid periodica of the Chicago Cor-
ral. Hesubsequently published many books, articles,
bibliographies, and reviews on Western subjects.

Dykes served as Sheriff of the Potomac Corra

in1961. Healsochairedthe
Corrd’sPublicationsCommit-
teeand wasoneof theeditors
of the Great Western Indian
Fights monograph. He was
likewiseoneof thetrio of Cor-
ral founders (along with Bill
Allred and Fred Renner) that
comprised “The Old
Bookaroos.” Theircolumnon
Western bookswas not only
publishedin Corral Dust, but alsoin True\West, Fron-
tier Times, and the Chicago Corral’s Brand Book.
Jeff retired asAssstant Administrator of the Sail

Conservation Servicein 1965 to devote himsalf fully to
collecting and selling Western books. Hewaselected
President of Westernersinternational in 1980 and also
becameoneof its“Living Legend” honorees

Jeff announced hisretirement asa\Western book-
seller in the Fall 1985 edition of hisWestern Ameri-
canacatalog. Inhonor of his89th birthday, the Corral
sponsored aspecia picnicinthesummer of 1989. This
was Dykeslast get-together with the Corral; hediedin
December of that year.

Jeff’sbody wascre-
mated and hisasheswere
scattered over theFlat Top
RanchinTexas. Thisranch
had provided the setting
andtitlefor abook hehad
writtenin 1957.

In 1990 the Poto-
mac Corral established a
Jeff Dykes Memorial
Award for those “who
have madesgnificant contributionsto theunderstanding
and promotion of WesternAffairs.”

Frederick G Renner Incommon with Jeff Dykes,
Fred Renner was acareer public servant for the Soil
Conservation Service. Hewasanative Montanan who
was educated at the University of Montana. Renner
wasaleading authority onthelifeof cowboy artist Charles
M. Russell, whom he knew personally, and he owned
perhapsthelargest private collection of Russall’sart. It
was Renner who was probably responsiblefor thefact
that the Potomac Corrd adopted asitsemblem Russell’s
origina buffalo skull drawing rather thanthe*Old Joe”

Jeff Dykes

Frederick G Renner
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adaptation used by the Chi-
cago Corral and other chap-
ters.

Renner served asSher-
iff of the Corral in 1957 and
authored ashort biography of
Russdll in 1968 that was pub-
lished as volume 4 in the
Corrd’sGreat Western Series.
He was also one of the
Corrd’s*OldBookaroos.” He
retired from the Soil Conser-
vation Servicein 1961 and later moved to Arizona.

John C. Ewers An ethnohistorian with the
Smithsonian Institution who had trained at Dartmouth
University and Yale University, Ewerswasanoted au-
thor and authority on Indian subjects, particularly the
Blackfeet and Plainsindianart. “ Jack,” ashewasknown
to Corra members, joined the Smithsonian staff in 1945.
Hehad previoudy served asthefirst curator of thePlains
Indian Museum in Browning, Montana.

EwersbecametheCorrd’sfirg Tdlymanor trea-
surer and served as Sheriff in 1958. He subsequently
hel ped devel op and administer the Smithsonian’snew
Museum of History and Technology (now the Nationa
Museum of American History). Heserved asthedirec-
tor of that museum during itsfirst year (1964-65) and
waslater named the Smithsonian’s senior ethnologist.
Jack retired from the Smithsonianin 1979.

In 1991 Ewerswastherecipient of the Corra’s
Jeff DykesMemorid Award. HiswifeMargaret, afel-
low longtimemember, diedin 1988 and he subsequently
wroteatributeto her that was published asthelast vol-
umeinthe Great Western Series. When Jack diedin
1997, hewasthelast surviving founder of the Potomac
Corrd.

Roy A. Appleman A historian with National Park
Service, Roy Appleman wasaleading authority onthe
Lewisand Clark expedition. A nativeof Ohio, hehad
received hiseducation at Ohio State University, Colum-
biaUniversity, and the Yale Law School. Appleman
had a so served asan Army combat historian during both
World War |1 and the K orean War, earning the rank of
Lieutenant Colondl. Hehadjust returnedtocivilianlife
againin1954.

Appleman authored several booksonmilitary
history, aswell asawork on Abraham Lincoln. He

John C. Ewers

served as Sheriff of the
Corral in 1959 and con-
tributed to both the Cor -
ral Dust and the Great
Western Series. In1958
he introduced another
Lieutenant Colond tothe
Corral, who would be-
comeoneof itsmost ac-
tive and long standing
members and leaders.
That man’s name was
William Gardner Bell.
Roy Appleman wasan active member of the Corral for
more than twenty years before heretired to Arvada,
Coloradoin1976.
Paul H. Gantt

Roy A. Appleman

At thetime of thefounding of
the Potomac Corral, Paul
Gantt wasan attorney inthe
Solicitor’s Office of the De-
partment of the Interior. In
1952 he had moved from
Denver where he had served
asan attorney for the Bureau
of Reclamation. Inthat same
year, he co-authored amono-
graph entitled The Case of
Alfred Packer - The Man
Eater with IrvinM. Gottlieb.

Ganttwasbornin Aus-
triaand recelved alaw degree from the University of

Viennain 1931. Heimmigrated to the United Statesin

1938 and subsequently received asecond law degree

fromthe Collegeof Williamand Mary inVirginia. After

serving with theArmy infantry during World War |1,

Gantt became chief counsdl for theWar Crimestribunal

in Nuremberg, Germany. In 1958 heleft the Interior

Department to become a contract attorney with the

Atomic Energy Commission andin 1964 hewasnamed

chairman of the Commission’sBoard of Contract Ap-

pedls. Gantt aso served aspresident of the Federa Bar

Association and director of the National LawyersClub

Paul served as Tallymanintheearly yearsof the

Corra and wasits Sheriff in 1962.

Heretired from government service and entered
private law practicein 1974. He moved to Towson,

Maryland in 1976, but continued as a corresponding

Paul H. Gnatt
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member of the Corral un-
til his death in the late
1970's.

Berten Wendall
Allred Also known as
“B.W.” and as “Bill,”
AllredwasaUtah native
and arange planning spe-
ciaig for the Soil Conser-
vaion Service. Hewasan
expert on the history of
sheep, grass, and cattle.
He published textbookson range conservation and was
afrequent contributor to ranch magazinesaswell aspe-
riodicalsonWestern history and literature. Inthe1930's
hewasa soapulpfictionwriter.

Educated at Utah Agricultural College (now
Utah State University), Allred had been acowboy in
Utah, asheepherder inWyoming, and acounty agentin
Colorado beforejoining the Soil Conservation Service
asarange conservationistin 1935. Hewastransferred
to Washingtonin 1953.

Becauseof hisranching and writing background,
itwasfitting that Allred served asthe Corra’sfirst Reg-
istrar of Marks and Brands, who was the officer re-
sponsiblefor soliciting, editing, and preparing suitable
publications. Whiledtill working for the Agriculture De-
partmentin 1959, Allred started hisown beef cattlebus-
nessonafarmin Oldtown, Maryland. Bill served as
Sheriff of the Corral in 1963, contributed to both the
Corral Dust and Great Western Series, and was an-
other oneof thetrio of “Old Bookaroos.” After retiring
fromthe Soil Conservation ServiceasitsHead Range
Conservationist in 1965, he accepted atwo-year as-
signment with United Nations Food and Agricultural
OrganizationinItaly, Saudi Arabia, andArgentina. He
returned to continueto raise cattle on hisfarm, but later
retired to Utah, wherehedied in 1976.

Robert H. Bahmer A native of North Dakota,
Robert H. Bahmer received hisundergraduate educa-
tion at the University of North Dakota. Hethen earned
aPn.D. at theUniversity of Minnesota, wherehewrote
adissertation on the Farm Labor Party of North Da-
kota.

After serving on Capitol Hill as secretary to
Congressman Frank Hook, Bahmer joined the staff of
the National Archivesin 1936. During World War 11,

Bill Allred

he served six yearsasan archivist for the Navy and War
departments. Dr. Bahmer returned to the National Ar-
chivesin 1948, when hewas appointed ass stant Archi-
vist of the United States. He succeeded fellow Poto-
mac Corral founder Wayne Grover asArchivist of the
United Statesin 1966 and served in that position until
1968 when he retired. In common with Grover and
Potomac Corral founder Oliver Holmes, Bahmer also
served aterm as president of the Society of American
Archivists(1961-1962).

Inadditiontoitsfounding members, thefirst offic-
ersof Potomac Corral asoincluded Usher L. Burdick
as“HisHonor, The Judge.” Thiswasaposition new
and uniqueto any Corra or Posseand itsestablishment
may have had something to do with the prestige that
Burdick brought to the chapter by being a Congress-
man from North Dakota. HisHonor, The Judge served
asthe parliamentarian and legal advisor of the Corral.
Hisjobwasto giveauthoritarian opinionsandto“ influ-
enceCorrd dignity.” Another Congressman, John Foley
of Maryland, later hddthispositionfor asubgtantia time.

Six of the Potomac Corral’s eleven founders
were still resident members of the Corral in 1966;
Appleman, Dykes, Ewers, Gantt, Holmes, and Renner.
By 1976, only threefoundersremained resident mem-
bers: Jeff Dykes, Jack Ewers, and Oliver Holmes. By
1986, only Jeff and Jack wereactive, and by 1996 only
Jack remained.

Sear ching the Cosmos

Oneof theaspectsthat madethe Potomac Corrd
gpecid wasitsmesting place. Asfounder Roy Appleman
wrote: itwould bedifficult toimagineafiner or more
agreeable placeto meet than thewa nut-paneled, dining
room off themain lounge and drawing room on the sec-
ond floor of the beautifully appointed CosmosClub. ..
Thefact that John Wed ey Powell, thefirst manto navi-
gatethe Colorado River canyons, founded theclub gives
it added meaning to all Corral members.

Despitethisseemingly nest fit, many Corral mem-
bersgradually became concerned about dining costsat
the Club. By 1974 meal costs had increased to $8.25.
Oneof thetopicsof discussion at thefirst meeting of the
1974-75 season was whether or not the Corral should
find another meeting place. Consequently, Corral offic-
ersbegan in earnest to search out other potential meet-
ing places and contacted approximately thirty restau-
rantsand hotel dining rooms.
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In October 1975, long-time member Bill Bell
advised the Corral that it should remain at the Cosmos
Club “wherehistory, tradition, associations, ambience,
and location all combineto offset any modest saving
that might be attained at another establishment.” After
the Club imposed a$50 surcharge on themonthly meet-
ing, however, the officersdecided to hold the October
1976 meeting at the Kenwood Country Club in
Bethesda, Maryland, which charged only $7.50for din-
ner. Thiswasfollowed by aNovember meeting at the
Circle Onerestaurant at 23rd and L Streets, N.W., in
Washington, wherethedinner pricewas $8.75. These
meeting places must not have proved sati sfactory, how-
ever, becausethe Corral returned to the Cosmos Club
in December 1976.

Another issuethat increasingly cametothefore-
front of Corral concernswastherestrictionsthe Cos-
mos Club placed onwomen. Dueinlarge part tothese
restrictions, theactivitiesof the Corral remained“male
only” for morethan twenty years, except for the May
meeting that was held inthe Powell Auditorium rather
than the Club member’sdining room. ThisMay meet-
ing wasdubbed “ Squaw Night,” until thedistinguished
anthropol ogist and resident member Verne F. Ray ad-
vised that that moniker wasnot politically correct. Con-
sequently, the Corrd starting billing the May meetingsas
“LadiesNight.”

In October 1977, the Corral voted to open
membership“to al personsinterested intheobjectives
of the Westerners regardless of creed, color, sex, or
national origin.” The problem, however, wasthat the
CosmosClubdidnot totaly lift itsrestrictionsonwomen
until 1988. By its1982-83 season, theissuesof dining
costsand membership restrictions convinced the Corra
to moveits meeting placeto The George Washington
University Club, whereit remained for two years. The
cost of dinner ranged from $10 to $16 during thispe-
riod. Unsatisfied withthisarrangement, the Corral, in
September 1984, again moveditslocusto the Officer’s
Club at Fort McNair in southwest Washington. The
dinnerstherereached ahigh of $20in 1987.

Threefactorscombined to convince Corral of-
ficersthat it wastimeto return to the Cosmos Club for
the September 1995 meeting. Thesewerethegrowing
discontent with thedifficulty of getting to Fort McNair,
especialy inthe evening, the appeal of resuming the
Corrd’shigtorical continuity withthe CosmosClub, and

thefact that the Club had lifted itsrestrictionsonwomen.
The Corrd hasremained there until recently, but seem-
ingly thedebate continues on theissue of whether or not
the Cosmos Club isan appropriate and practical meet-
ing place. Dining costsare again at the center of con-
cern, asthey haverisenfrom $22 to $43 per meal since
1997.

Member ship Fluctuationsand I ssues

Another continual issueof the Corral hasbeen
thesize of itsmembership.

Inthebeginning, Leland Case suggested that mem-
bership belimited and confined to thosewho had aredl
interest inthe West. Membership wasalso limited by
the physical limitations of the Cosmos Club. Conse-
quently, ruleswere adopted that limited membership to
49 active members and 49 associate members, but
placed no limit on the number of corresponding mem-
bers. Theearliest membership roster inthe Corral ar-
chives, undated but likely to befrom 1957, containsthe
namesof exactly 49 members.

By 1965 therestrictionson the number of regu-
lar members had been removed and there were about
100 regular resident membersand 200 corresponding
members, thelatter of whom maintained association pri-
marily in order to obtain Corral publications. Atten-
danceat meetingsvaried between 30 and 60 members,
except for Ladies’ Night when the attendance was ap-
proximately 100. For the period 1963 through 1970
average meeting attendance was approximately 45.

Therewasagradual declinein membershipin
the early 1970'sas many of the elder statesmen who
had been activein the Corral since the 1950’s either
died or departed to other areasto retire or accept new
assgnments. Sheriff Bill Bell thenlaunched amember-
ship drivein which thefirst goal wasto have“every
member bring amember.”

Thelossof membership madeitimpossiblefor the
Corral to sustain its publications program and, conse-
quently, by 1976 there were only 33 corresponding
members. By 1977, dues-paying res dent membership
had dropped to 72. A decadelater, in 1987, the num-
ber of resident members stood at 77 and there were
only 8 corresponding members.

In 1988, under the direction of Sheriff Paul
Schelps, the Corral conducted itsmost comprehensive
review and analysisof the problem of “eroding mem-
bership.” A questionnairewascirculated to al present
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and recent members and tabul ated by a specially ap-
pointed Membership Committee. The most consistent
responseto the question of how to increase member-
ship was to improve the quality of the programs. In
other words, those surveyed had theview that “if you
buildit, they will come.”

This, indeed, remainsthe Corrd’sgreatest chal-
lengeandthekey toitsfuture.

By 1992 the resident membership had jumped to
96, a28 percent increase over what it had beenin 1977,
but the number of corresponding membershad declined
to 6. At present, the Corral’smonthly announcements
are sent to 103 addresses. apotential audience of per-
haps 175 people. Thenumber of duespaying members
iscurrently 49, but thereare severa individua swho at-
tend meetingsbut have not paid dues. Recent attendance
at meetingsaverages about 25 membersand guests, or
gpproximately 55 percent lessthanwastheaveragefrom
1963 through 1970.

The problem of attracting the membership to
meetingshas been continua and thedifficulty of getting
membersto make reservations on time has also been
perpetual. Thisiswhat Bill Bell wrotein 1962 about the
hasslesof serving asthe Chuck Wrangler of theCorrd :

The membership has been somewhat lax infol-
lowing through on naotification to the Chuck Wrangler,
withtheresult that thegoingson upto meetingtimeare
not unlike an Abbott and Costelloroutine. OntheMon-
day beforethe Thursday meeting, with the notice out
about aweek, heconsdershimsdlf fortunateif hehasa
dozen members signed up. So he callsthe Club and
with aflourish of dishonesty tellsthemtofigureon 30
and setfor 36. OnTuesday evening, having mushroomed
up to 14 people, with one possible, hesitsdown at his
“40-cdls-amonth” phone and starts down the mem-
bership list. With careful consideration for hisfrontier
sidekicks, hetimesthisto the station breaks and com-
merciaswithwhichtheTV westernsareinterlarded so
asnottocutinonther enjoyment. Astheevening closes
heisupto 21 — Black Jack!!

A pair of volunteers come in on Wednesday,
and asecond evening calling sessonrunsthecount fairly
closetotheexperiencefactor — 30. Thursday morning
he callsthe Club and reports 28 so that the Corral trea
sury iscovered from having to pay for memberswho
say they’ recoming but fail to show.

In common with many, if not most, chapters of
TheWesterners, the Potomac Corral struggles continu-

ally to attract younger members. However, itsexperi-
enceover theyearsallowsit to facethisproblemwith
theattitude that it does not matter if it cannot bring in
membersuntil they areintheir 50'sor even after their
retirement. Thisisbecause, ashasbeen proventime
and again by people such as founders Leland Case,
Oliver Holmes, Jeff Dykes, and Jack Ewers, and many
others, including therecently deceased Frank Goodwyn
and L loyd Swift, members of the Potomac Corral tend
toliveand beactivefor avery longtime.

(This presentation wasdelivered to the Potomac
Corral OnMarch 28, 2001.)

MikeL awson, current Sheriff of theCorral, isa
historical consultant on American Indian issueswith
Morgan, Angel & Associates, L.L.C., apublic policy
consulting firminWashington, D.C. A nativeof Michi-
gan, he earned bachelors and masters degrees at the
University of Nebraskaat Omahaafter servinginthe
U.S. Air Forcein Texas and Libya. After earning a
Ph.D.in American history at The University of New
Mexico, Mikeserved asahigtorianfor theNationa Park
Service, theNationd Portrait Gallery, and the Bureau of
Indian Affairsbeforebecoming aprivate consultantin
1993. Heistheauthor of Dammed Indians: The Pick-
Soan Plan and the Missouri River Soux, published
by the University of Oklahoma Press, which received
the Phi AlphaThetalnternational Book Award. Mike
hasd so beenarecipient of theRay Allen BillingtonAward
of theWestern History A ssociation and the Governor’s
Award of the South Dakota State Historical Society.
He serves on the Board of Editors of South Dakota
Historyandisavistinglecturer on Federd Indian policy
at TheGeorge Washington University. Mikefirstjoined
the Potomac Corral in 1977.
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Books available from the Potomac
Corral of Westerners:

To all Potomac Corral Members and Friends:

The Potomac Corral has a number of publications available for
purchase or for donation to a favorite school or historical organization.
If you have a donation you wish to make, donation copies are FREE.
To purchase a book, the price is $5.00/hardcover or $2.50/softcover.
It is interesting to note that our Potomac Corral publications are
collectors items. A Phoenix book dealer (July 1997) offered one of
the Corral's soft cover editions for $20.00!

Publication number, title and quantities available are listed below.
Hardcover quantities are denoted in [ ] while softcover quantities are
denoted by () . Dick Fulton, Sutler, 5410 Ellzey Drive, Fairfax, VA
22032-2906, Tel: 703/278-8209.

Potomac Corral soft and hard cover publications:

2. Charles Marion Russell: Greatest of all Western Artists [0O],
3. Charlie Siringo: Cowboy Detective [0], (32)

4. The Snake: A Noble and Various River [0] , (29)

5. Law on a Wild Frontier: Four Sheriffs of Lincoln County [0], (15)
7. The Arkansas: Lifeline of Empire [9], (64)

11. The Life of a Horse and Buggy Stage Line Operator [20], (69)
13. Poems About the West [8], (1)

14. John Gregory Bourke: A Soldier-Scientist on the Frontier [0],
(13)

15. Will Craft Barnes: A Westerner of Parts [0], (1)

16. Remittance Men, Second Sons, and other Gentlemen of the West
[44], (6)

Special Publication 1: Companion and Colleague [0], (45)

Special Publication 2: A Brief History and Membership Roster, 1992
[01.(7)

Copies of the recent Corral Dust: 1999, 2000 and 2001 are available.

Book Listings and Reviews:

Fire Lookout: A College Boy's Summer in 1941, by John
Ellington, The Pacific Northwester ner, \Westerners Spokane
Corrral, Vol 45, Issue 2, October 2001.

(12)

A very interesting story with picturesteling of this
young man’sexperiences asafirelookout in the sum-
mer beforeWWII. A ddlightful look at alonglost sum-
mer excursion for college studentsand otherswho just
enjoyed the outdoors.

CoaTReell

Potomac Corral of Westerners International
P.O. Box 6061
Arlington. VA 22206

Leland Case was the founder of the Potomac Corral

Photo was sent to us by Joanita Kant Monteith, Executive
Director, Middle Border Museum and Oscar Howe Art
Center, P.O. Box 1071, Mitchell, SD 57301.
Courtesy Josephine Case and friends of the Middle Border,
Inc.

Ellington grew up onthe Pine Ridge Indian Reser-
vationin South Dakota, heisalongtimevolunteer a the
Eastern Washington State Historical Society andalong
timemember of the Spokane Corrd of theWesterners.

TheCorra’saddressis: PO. Box 1717, Spokane,
Washington, 99210

he Potomac Corral of Westerners I nternational meets at the Cosmos Club, 2121 Massachusetts Ave
NW on the fourth Wednesday of each month, September through May.
Visitors are welcome but advance reservations are required.
Contact Chet Hanson (703) 734-0858. Cocktails are served from 6:30 p.m. Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
followed by a speaker and a Western book raffle.
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