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HERMAN VIOLA WINS THE
WESTERNERS INTERNATIONAL
BEST BOOK AWARD

The WesternersInternational judges selected Herman Viola'sLittle
Bighorn Remembered: The Untold Sory of Custer’s Last Sand as the
best book published by amember of Westernersinternational for theyear.
Therewasno questionit wasagreat book and Herman deservesall acolades
for thiscreation. The Potomac
Corrd didnot placeinany other
catagories, but at least they
know we are out there.

[tistimeto consider if we
have any suitable submissions
for thevarious catagoriesthis
year. Besidesbest booksthere
is the Danielson Award, the
Coke Wood Award, and the
Head's Up Award to be con-
Sdered.

POTOMAC CORRAL
LOSESTWO GOOD
FRIENDS

Frank Goodman, long
time Corra member and author
of numerousbooks, diedin St.
Petersberg, Florida in early
February.

Lloyd Swift, longtimeac-
tivemember, died February 25,
inAlexandria, Virginia

Both will be severely
missed for their many contribu-
tionstothecorral.

BOOK REVIEWSANDANNOUNCEMENTS

Corral Dust would liketo list your new books about the west and
review them, if possible. To do that we need you to send usinformation on
any booksor articlesthat you fed aresignificant contributionstothefield of
Western History. We prefer publicationsby authorsintheWashington area,
but will consider any significant publications. Sendto DaleL. Anderson,
PO. Box 441110, Ft. Washington, MD 20749. Tel: (301) 292-1970. Email:
ANIMAG@LATTMAG.com

Westerners International has a first class web page at: http://
www.westerners-intl.org. Look it up.

Herman with his Best Book award

CORRECTION

For those perfectionistswe appol ogize for the Volume number
onthelast (2000) Corral Dust.

It should have been X1V not I X. Thefirst seriesended with \VVol.
XI11'in1967. We began to republishin 1999 with Vol. X111.
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WILL JAMES SITS
DEEP IN THE LEATHER
ASWE GALLOP INTO

THE NEW MILLENNIUM

by
William Gardner Bell
Past Sheriff, Potomac Corral

In 1930, with three Wyoming summersbehind me
and with my veins charged with that love of the West
that often overwhelmsanative New Yorker, | attended
aperformance of the Fifth Annua World SeriesRodeo
at Madison Square Garden and was awe-struck to find
Will Jamessitting inthe adjoining box. | essayed afew
shy teenage pleasantriesand, through the medium of the
chat, laid thefoundations
for a decade of corre-
spondencewithhimat his
Montana ranch. The
friendship led to some
preciouslettersand three
inscribed booksto add to
my buildinglibrary onthe
American West: The
Three Mustangeers, In
the Saddle With Uncle
Bill, and the Illustrated
Classics Edition of
Smoky.

Throughtheyearsl
have cherished the in-
scription James penned
on the color endpaper of
the deluxe edition of
Smoky. The painting por-
traysacowboy “fogging’
after a bunch of wild
horses, and inmy not too
far-fetched experiencesas
adudewrangler in Jack-
sonHole, Wyoming, and
WorldWar 11 cavdryman
at a number of historic
frontier postsinWyoming,
Kansas, and South Da-
kota, | occasiondly imag-

WII James. “ A Broken Cinch.” James's sketches always told a
story. This one, done while he was in prison for rustling cows,
forecasts a a painting that wiould later appear in Smoky.
This pencil sketch is from the authjor’s collection,
now in the Gene Autry Museum.

ined myself living up to hispersonalizedinjunctionto
meto*“Head ‘emoff’.”

Asmy yearspiled up, | gathered in anumber of
origina Will James sketchesand | etters, many photo-
graphs, and all of hisbooks. While | harbor adeep
sadnessover hiswasted yearsandtdent, | holdadsoa
profound appreciation of what hewasand what hedid
whenhewasat hisbest. It wasthat admirationthat led
meto write abiography of the cowboy artist/author:
Will James: TheL ifeand Works of aL one Cowboy
(Flagstaff: Northland Press, 1987).

Thosewho don't give ahoot about such things
asthedetailsof copyright may well be unawarethat,
once again, we have moved from the brink of a20th
Century precipiceto onethat will confront us deeper
into themillennium. Will Jamesrepresentsaclasscex-
ampleof how authors,
publishers, and the
government mesh in
thefield of publication,
and how complicated
and troublesome the
process may be for
oneor al of the par-
ticipants.

What’'s it all
about? The United
States Congress re-
cently moved the
copyright period for-
ward by twenty years.
Thus the Lone
Cowboy’sbookswill
enter the public do-
main progressively in
the period 2019-2037
rather than the period
1999-2017 that would
have closed out the
20th Century withWill
James'’s first book,
Cowboys North and
South (1924).

Readersmay re-
cal that, under earlier
regulations, apublished
work could be regis-
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Wl James (1892-1942), cowboy artist and author
of such popular rangeland works as Smoky and

Lone Cowboy.
Informal portrait by noted rodeo photographer,

R. R. Doubleday.

tered with the United States Copyright Officefor ape-
riod of 28 years. Wheredesired by theoriginating source,
it could have been renewed for an additional 28 years.
At theend of 56 years, awork would have entered the
public domain. But thischanged on January 1, 1978,
when the copyright term, revised by Congress, wasex-
tended to 75 years. Will James sworkswerethus phased
into that arrangement. But thingsdid not end there.

In October 1998, Congress passed a new bill,
sponsored by Congressman Sonny Bono of California,
extending the copyright term by twenty years. ThusWill
James sworks have now been extended from 75t0 95
yearsunder copyright protection. Thesameistrue, it
may be said, of my Jameshbiography.

Charles Scribner’s Sonsof New York published
24Will Jamesbooks, somein severa editions, and held
the copyright onal except James slast book, TheAmeri-
can Cowboy (1942): Will held that on hisown. Ina
generousgesture, Scribner’ sgranted therenewal copy-
right to Will’s brother, Auguste Dufault of Ottawa,
Canada. When Augustedied in 1982, therights passed
tohiswife, Albertine Dufault, and their sons. When Mrs.
Dufault diedin 1989, thecentra figurein copyright con-
trol became Robert J. Dufault, Auguste’s son, Will’s
nephew.

When Scribnersassigned therenewa copyright to
Auguste and the Dufault family, it retained assignment
rightstodl of thebooks. Thus, over theyears, Scribners
has granted republication rightsto such publishersas
World, Forum, Grosset & Dunlap, the University of
NebraskaPress, and, morerecently, theMountain Press
Publishing Company.

There were other restrictions as well. Charles
Scribner’s Sons, which today isapart of the Simon &
Schuster Consumer Group, retained the copyright tothe
most popular Jamesbook, Smoky the Cowhorse (1926),
until 1999, when it granted the useto Mountain Press
forinclusoninareprint seriesof thefull run of theorigi-
nal Scribner works. But thefirm retained therightsto
thecolor illustrations of James paintingswhich appeared
inthelllustrated Class csEditionsof Smoky (1929) and
L one Cowboy (1932); permission had to berequested
from, and credit provided to, Charles Scribner’s Sons
inany reproduction of theseattributed works. That con-
tinuestoday onthecolor illugtrationsin Smoky. Recently,
Scribners passed therightsto Lone Cowboy inthefirst
editionandthe ClassceditiontoWill’sCanadianfamily.

The Dufault family of Ottawa, Canada, hastaken
advantage of copyright renewal on James' swork by
executing contractua arrangementsthat licensetheuse
of the cowboy artist’swork in the Scribner books to
severd entities, themost recent being theWill JamesArt
Company of Billings, Montana. They inturn have pro-
vided permissionsto the Mountain Press Publishing
Company of Missoula, Montana, whichisnow athird
of theway into reprinting cloth and paper facsmileedi-
tionsof classic Jameswork inaTumbleweed Series. Its
success hasbeen evident in active salesand arequire-
ment to reprint several volumes.

For my part, | look back with deep appreciation
and distinct pleasureupon my friendshipwith Will James,
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hisbrother Auguste, and his nephew Robert; upon
personal visits, conversations, telephonecalls, and
|ettersover an extended period; and to Will’ skind-
nessininscribing and signing severa of hisbooksto
me.

Asl have noted above, copyright regulations
andregigrationsreved that Will James sworkswiill
enter the public domain progressively inthe period
2019-2037. Hiswriting and art will thus become
avallabletothegenerd public asstep-by-step copy-
right expirations occur, and hiswords and images
will undoubtedly spread even further acrossthe cul-
tural landscape.

It would befascinating to stick around to see
how Westernersreact to the L one Cowboy’splace
inAmerica sculture. Absent that, | hopemy biogra:
phy will become used and worn asit slides off and
ontheshelvesof our nation’slibraries. How niceif it
became horse-eared instead of dog-eared!

THE AUTHOR

William Gardner Bell, resident member of
the Potomac Corral since 1957 and from 1963 to
1966 theeditor of itsofficia publication Corral Dug,
isaNew Yorker whoseinterest in the West grew
out of boyhood vacationsin Wyoming's Jackson
Holecountry, wasfostered during severa following
yearsasadudewrangler, packer, and guidethere,
andfully matured inWorld Wer || military serviceat
suchgreat “frontier” postsasFortsLeavenworthand
Riley in Kansas, Warrenin\WWyoming, and Meadein
South Dakota. Following enlisted serviceasahorse
trooper and noncommissioned officer inthe4th Cav-
alry, hewas graduated from the United StatesArmy’s
Cavdry School, and it was hisdestiny, asan officer in
the mounted arm, to ridewith American horse cavary
toitsdemise, going onto serveintheltalian campaign
asaninfantry platoon leader, company commander, and
battalion staff officer.

Bill Bell hashad alifelong connectionto cowboy
artist and author Will James. Heread thefirst coupl e of
James books in the 1920s, met the Lone Cowboy in
New York in 1930, corresponded with him through that
decade, spoke on Jamesbeforethe Corral in 1984, and
published hisJameshbiography in 1987. Over theyears
he hasbeen published on hisfavorite subject inavariety

Photo: Robert Gauthier.

WII Jame's nephew, Robert J. Dufault, visits biographer William

Gardner Bell at Bill's home in Arlington, Virginia in 1986
when Bill waswell into WiI James. The Life and Works

of a Lone Cowboy.

of Western publications; indeed, another will appear in
OldWest early inthe coming year. His Jamesbiography
wonfirg prizeinWesternersinternationd’s CoFounders
Award for the best nonfiction Western book of 1987.

Western Publications by Bell include:
WiII James: The Life and Works of a Lone Cowboy, Flagstaff:
Northland Press, 1987.
John Gregory Bourke: A Soldier - Scientist on the Frontier,
Great Western SeriesNo. 14, Potomac Corral, The Western-
ers, Washington
The Snhake: A Noble and Various River, The Great Western
Series No. 4, Potomac Corral, The Westerners, Washington
D.C.,1969
Center of Military History:
Secretaries of War and Secretaries of the Army, 1980
Commanding Generals and Chiefs of Staff, 1983
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THEN....

CanoeBuilding

J.A. Gilkey

Innearly every part of theworld, wheretherewaswater for navigation, primitive peoplesmade some sort of
craft for travel onthosewaters. The highest devel opment of such craft wasby the Indiansof North America. The
birch bark canoe of the northern Atlantic coast excelled all others, and thelog canoe of the Pacific Northwest was
itsnearestrivd.

Therewerethreetypes of canoes used
on Puget Sound, each admirably fitted for the
usefor whichitwasdesigned. All were made
from cedar trees because that was the only
materid suited for that purpose, thewhitebirch
of thevariety used inthe East being unknown
onthePacific coast.

Theracing canoewasmuch liketherac-
ing shell of the white man though made of a
singletreelikeall the other typesof canoesin thisregion. It waslong and narrow, also shallow, and aslight asit
could be made without sacrificing strength. The process of construction wasidentical with that of the next to be
described, so that need not betold here.

The shovel nosewasthe oneused onriversand streams. It was not so long and narrow astheracing, being
from twenty to thirty-fivefeet inlength and two to threefeet inwidth. It was supposed to be described by itsname,
shovel nose, givenit by whitemen, but that does not describeit very well, itsendsbeing morelikethe narrow end
of ateaspoon; yet not quite, for the ends did not come to a point, though quite narrow as compared with the
middle, and were cut off square. It was deeper than the racing type and considerably thicker.

Manufacture: A suitabletreeisfound, that is, atreethat is not hollow, asmany cedars are. The expert
woodsman, whether red or white, knowsasound cedar by striking heavy blowsupon it and by severa well known
teststhat seemlikeingtinct. It must beatreelarge
enough for two canoes of the desired size after
the bark and sap wood areremoved, for the sap
soonrots.

Thetreeischopped, inmoderntimeshby axes
obtained fromthewhiteman; butimaginethelaa ™
bor required, fromtimeimmemorid, to cut down R
thetree and fashion the canoe with stone or elk
horntools. | have seenit done both waysso can
testify to the cost in labor and patience. Thenthe

A Northwest whaling canoe
American Museum of Natural History, SS. Kyers, Neg. #3843

r—

it s o

treeiscut therequiredlength and splitintwo parts,
eachfor acanoe.

Now for thereal construction. Half of the
cutisput onskids. Usualy, inmakingthissmaller
typeitisfirst placed split sidedown and the out-
side shaped with hand chiselsof horn, stone or

et
Columbia River dugout canoes from a watercolor by Paul
Kane. Thesefit the Lewis and Cl;ark descriptions.a sea-
going “ Kilamox” , the larger “ Chinook” canoe found up to
the Klickitat River, and the medium size canoe found up to
The Dalles. Sark Mueseum of Art, Orange, Texas.

morerecently of steel. Firt, all of the sap isremoved, then slowly thelog isworked down to the shape of the
outsideof acanoeand leftintheroughtill theinsdeiscompleted. Next thelogisturned over, levelled and securely
propped.
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Theinside: Small firesarebuilt nearly thewholelength on theflat or split side, cedar limbsand chipsbeing
used for thefire, whichiskept going for severa days. That burnsadepressioninthe middle, care being taken not
toburnittotheoutside. After thisspaceisthoroughly charred thecod isremoved with achisel andthefiresstarted
again, and againthecoal ischipped off. Thisprocessisrepeated ill theinsideiswell along toward compl etion.

The canoe must be of even
thickness on both sides at corre-
sponding places, thicker at the bot-
tomfor strengthandto serveasaked .
Itiswell known by whitemenaswell
as Indiansthat the thickness of any
object can bequiteaccurately deter-
mined by holdingahandoneachside.
Thisthelndianwould do, then going
to the other side he could determine
about how well the sides matched.
Long experience madethat test very
good. It isremarkable how well he
could makethemeasurements. | have
seen wrecked canoesthat were split
into dozensof stripsand they showed
almost as much accuracy asif mea-
sured by calipers.

The canoeis brought approxi-

Photo: Dale Anderson .

mately toitsproper shapethenfilled One of the few gigantic spruce trees preserved on the Olympic Peninsula

with water, whichishested by putting

inhot rocks, and itiskept hot for several daysin order to soak and soften thewood.

Now two thwarts are sprung into place in the middle (the widest part) and gradually worked apart, one
towardsthe bow and the other toward the stern. Obvioudy moving them from thewidest part to narrower places
spreads the canoe, which isthe object -- to make awider craft than the size of the tree. Thisgoes onttill the

required width isobtained, when other and longer thwartsare
put acrossthemiddle; then dll are securely fastened to thegun-
waleby twisted withes of thongs.

Thesethwarts serve the doubl e purpose of making the
canoewider and morerigid and greatly increasingitsstrength.
Thebirch bark canoe of the east wastreated the same, not to
make it wider but to make it more rigid. In those canoes
“Wickopy” wasused to fasten thethwarts, that being thename
giventothetwisted inner bark of thebasswood, it being nearly
asstrong as buckskin, and better where exposed to wet.

Now the canoeisallowed to dry thoroughly and thefin-
ishing isbegun. Sand-stoneisused to rub it smooth and the
torchasoto burn off dl inequditiesand bring it toafinefinish.
Now thecanoeisoiledinsdeand out and thefineoil drivenin
by the hest of thetorch. Againand againthisisrepeatedtill the
craftissaturated with oil and burned till itisalmost black, and
the canoeisfinished.

It will be observed that thistype has no sharp prow or

Photo: Dale Anderson
A Puget Sound canoe preserved at the Suquamish
Tribal Museum at Quilcene, Washington
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stern, both ends being something like aspoon in shape, sloping up from about one-fourth the length to both ends.
Thisisof greatest importance. Theprow being out of thewater |etsthe swift current of mountain streamsdide under
it, otherwiseit would beamost impossibleto steer it in such waters.

Propédlling: Theshovel noseispropelled by paddiein degp and comparatively still water, but in swift streams
the setting poleisused; that isapeeled fir about ten or twelvefeet inlength and 1 3/4 inchesin diameter. Itis
invariably used, but the paddiesaregeneraly car-
ried to use in event that deep and still water is
encountered.

In using the pole, two men are often em-
ployed, oneinthe sternthe other in the bow; both
stand, otherwisethey could not usethelong poles.

Itisthrillingtorideahorsethat thinksheis
boss, that ispositivethat hecanthrow hisrider. It
isthrilling to skim over milesof smoothiceona
New Englandlake. Itisthrillingtorideonasmooth
glassy roadfor milesinadeigh* madejust for two.”
But thereisnothing that thrillsonelikestandingin
thestern of ashovel nose canoeand “ shooting the
rapids,” whereadlight mistakeinany oneof a !
dozen thingswould befatal. To turn in and out

among therocks or half-sunken snags, missing ' Photo: Dale Anderson

them by ascant inch, shooting around athreaten- The design and construction methods of Northwest Indian

ingwhirlpool, eyesaert, musclestaut, nervestin- canoes is so simil arfo r:heosze of the South Pacifi chthat onsesgdas
: . . to presume some of the voyages to Hawaii may have mi

gl |_n_g, toemergetrl ump hant from hafamileof and followed the Japanese Current on to the American

boiling ceuldron, every inch of whichwesathrest, continent. This is a canoe being constructed on Oahu by a

isathrill almost unknown except in that experi- preservationist group.

ence.

TheChinook Canoe: Inthistypethelndiansof the Northwest reached the highest devel opment of their kill.

The process of construction isin most respects about the same asin the preceding, except that to get the
thicknessof both sidesalikeit isobviousthat they cannot reach, with one hand on the outside and the other onthe
inside, for thiscanoeismany timeslarger. They reach asfar as possible then, with aningeniously madedrill,
somewhat likeabow and arrow, with an obsidian point, they drill smal holesin corresponding placesin both sides
and withasmall stick measurethethicknessand chisal off where needed to makethemalike.

Sincethetreeistoolargetoturn over asinthecaseof thesmaller one, thelogisfelled onto skidslarge enough
to permit themen to work underneathtill it isreduced enough to let themroll it over somewhat.

Instead of the doping stern, and prow, the Chinook type has sharp endsthat extend down into thewater. This
holdsthe craft steady in stormsand preventsit from being driven sidewise.

Inthebow thereisfirmly fastened ahigh prow or figurehead from two to threefeet in height, at adistance
resembling the head and neck of agiraffe. It issupposed to have some superstitious significance but perhapsno
white man knowswhat.

Thiscanoeisspread the same asthe others. A tree six feet in diameter will make acanoe eight feet wide
amidships. Canoes are reported that wereten feet in width. | cannot vouch for that but thereweretreeslarge
enough for that size. Inlength they werefrom fifty to seventy-fivefeet, though many smaller oneswereinuseon
small bodies of water. The Chinook was propelled by paddlesand oars.

Thetreesfromwhich all these are made are mostly Thujaplicata (western red cedar) but further north, in
British Columbiaand Alaska, Chamaecyparisnootkatens sisused but few of them arelargeenough for thelargest
Canoes.
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Thelargest canoeswere made by the Macahs, acoast tribe which lived near the ocean where cedarswere
very large. These canoeswereused in pursuit of whales, which were often captured by the Macahs.

The Chinook canoe probably got itsnamefromfirst having been seen onthelower Columbia, thehomeof the
Chinooks, but that type of canoe was at its best much further north on Nootka Sound, the inside passage to
Alaska, the Gulf of Georgia, Puget Sound and the coast of Washington.

Only inthemaking of canoesdo thelndiansof the Northwest show any artistic talent. Monthsarerequired to
complete one of thelarge canoesand with apatiencethat would put awhite man to shamethey would work till the
model seemed perfect and every touch seemed acaress, just asthe Arab would caress his steed, and indeed the
canoewasthelIndian’ssteed, on thewater, just asthe horsewasto theArab’son the desert.

This article is one of several J. A. Guilkey wrote in the 1930’s
gy about his experiences as an Indian Agent among the Skokomish
Indians sometime during the 1870’s. These articles had never been
published and his daughter (My cousin) passed them on to me
before she died. John Gilkey was my great uncle. He started writing
after the age of seventy and become the “Poet Lariat” of the
Northwest and frequently had poems published in the Oregon
Journal and other papers including one called “The Lariat.” (The
term “Poet Lariat” was later adopted and used by Will Rogers.

He had a great interest in the Northwest and its flora and

fauna and was a student of the habits of the Indians. His sympathies

P . were with them and he spoke and wrote on the subject for years. In

ohn. A. Gilkey, House member

in the 1897 Washington Legislature, 1903 he became the groundskeep«_sr for Oregon State_ College and

listed himself as a Slver Republican. ~ ONe daughter (Dr. Helen) a botanist, became the director of the

He was actively engaged as a speaker ~ OSC Herbarium, and authored a number of scientific books on

and writer in the cause of bimetalism  the subject. John planted a coastal redwood tree in his backyard

and financial reform. Family tradition  that is now a dominat feature of the neighborhood.

also haslisted himas a strong He was probably one of the earliest “Tree Huggers.”

supporter of higher education and Dale L. Anderson, Past Sheriff, Potomac Corral.
Washington Sate College.

(Seethe 1999 Corral Dust for hisarticleon thelast great potlatch.)

Notefrom BuelhaGilkey to DaeAndersonin 1975:

“My father, JohnA. Gilkey, wasbornin 1853 and and it wasin 1873 that he and his Father went to Sesttle
to spy out theland, and it was herethat the family settled. So it wasno doubt about thistimethat he had hisfirst
experience of hearing the Indianson the Sound in their canoes. Doubtlessthiswas about one hundred yearsago,
but these storieswerewritten about 1930--1933.

“GrandpaWilliam Gilkey bought afarm bordering on L akeWashington (inthe 1870s); and our parentswere
married in Seattle and spent their early married lifeon afarm a so on thelake where our brother, Norman, was
born. Father and Mother later lived on an Indian Reservation for acouple of years. Father was Superintendent of
the Indian boysand Mother, of the girls. When they moved to Montesano, Indianswere still living thereand
enjoyed coming to our home asmy parents could talk the Chinook. | well remember “Indian George,” who often
cameto our homebut later moved to areservation. Hisonly daughter died in Montesano and was buried there
and, aswasthe custom, everything of herswasalso buried with her.

“Oneday about 1899 Vernice, Claire, and | had been wading in the Vynoochee River near the cabin of
Indian George, and we had climbed upon alog to dry our feet, when one of usnoticed something shininginthedirt
below us. We climbed downto investigate. Buried were thousands of blue beads. Wetook homewhat we could
carry. | still have half adozen of them.

“All of thisby way of explanation asto why Father knew so much about the ways of the Indians. His
sympathy wasadwayswiththem.”
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ANDNOW........

BOOK REVIEW

The Great Canoes - Reviving a Northwest Coast Tradition
by David Neel with Tom Heidlebaugh

“Thecedar canoewascentrd tothelivesof theNorthwest Coast’s
first peoples. With theincreased use of gasoline driven boatsin the
klate 19th centruy, thetradition of canoe building almost disappeared.
But in themid-1980sthe great canoes began to be built again. They
returned transformed, sacred vessel sbearing ancient knowledgetothe
people.

Thisbook, by Kwagiutl photographer David Ned, exploresthe
rebirth of the Northwest Coast canoe. Neel combines 70 of hismost
spectacular photographswith wordsfrom elders, builders, paddlers,
chiefsand young people. The photos and the text document theim-
pressive canoe gatheringsof thelast few years, including thelandmark
Qatuwas Festival hosted by the Heiltsuk Nation of BellaBellain 1993,
which brought together more than 3,000 people from thirty nations,
and the 1994 Tribal Journey’s paddleto Victoriafor the opening of the
Commonwedth Games.

Neel’s photographs capture quet moments -- carversengrossed
intheir work, el dersbestowing traditional blessings, paddlers prepar-
ing for their journeys -- aswell asthe celebrationsthat greeted the
crewsinthevillagesthey visited,

Throughout the book, people of many nations speak personally
about how important the resurgence of the canoe hasbeento themand
their communities.

‘Maiden voe of he Weiwai kum
nation canoe (Lightening Speed)

An afterthought by Tom Heidlebaugh explores
the* CanoeWay of Knowledge.”

Full of hope, energy and spirit, The Great Ca-
noes depictsthe exciting rediscovery of anart -- and
away of life-- that once seemed lost forever.”

This book is notable because it shows that a lost skill and
way of life can be recovered if people are dedicated enough
and willing to sacrifice to retain ancestral skills and
customs. Coming after the rather dismal prospects depicted
by John Gilkey well over a centry ago, it istruly an
encouraging devel opment.
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David
Nedl, amem-
ber of the Fort
Rupert
Kwangiutl

o photographer,
writer and vi-
Crews are resplendant with colorful costumes sual artist who
and paddles comes from a
longlineof visual artists. Hiswork has been exhibited and col -
lected internationally by galleries and museums, including the
Smithsonian Ingtitute, The Canadian Museum of Civilizationand
the Seattle Art Museum.

Hisbook Our Chief and Elderswas publishedin 1992.

Helivesin Campbell River, BC. Hebuilt hisown 25-foot
cedar canoein 1994.

Tom Heidlebaugh, anAlgonquin/AmighvIrishwriter and story
teller, spent over two months paddlingto BellaBella, BC, and
back to Washington Statein 1993.

The Great Canoes, ISBN 1-55054-185-4, 1995

o

Crews beach their canoes at Pauquachin, B.C.

Nation, isa .

Calvin Hunt uses an elbow adze to hollow
out the Comax nation’s canoe. The sides will
be steamed out to add a foot to the beam.

Publish simultaneously by Douglas& Mclntyre, Ltd.

TheUniversity of Washington Press 1615 Venables Street

P.O. Box 50096 Vancouver, British ColumbiaV5L 1H1

Seattle, WA 98145-5096 $27.95 135 pages, many color photographs, perfect bound.
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HOMESTEADS, DRY LAND
FARMS, AND THE RAILROADS

DaeL. Anderson

Past Sheriff, Potomacéorral MAR\/ELS OF
THENEW WEST

The great westward movement wasnot all to-

ta”yqjontana)us' From Hora:eGrﬁey s exhorta- A VIVID PORTRAYAL OF THE STUPENDOUS MARVELS

tionto* Gowest young man” to reportsby missonar- IN THE VAST WONDERLAND WEST OF
i i THE MISSOURI RIVER.
|esano_l explor_ers, theeast_ ern presswasasignificant SIX BOOKS IN ONE VOLUME.
factor in causing many pioneersto go west. Most of COMPRISING

- MARVELS OF NATURE, MARVELS OF RACE, MARVELS OF
th&_ee phamphl etsand newsarti clestendedto create ENTERPRISE, MARVEL S OF MINING MARVELS
theilluson of agreet paradisethat waslargely truefor OF STOCK-RAISING, AND MARVELS
many early settlers. However, many latecomersfound OF AGRICULTURE,
totheir sorrow that much of the west was no para- GRAPHICALLY AND TRUTHFULLY DESCRIBED

BY
disefor small homesteaders. . WILLIAM A. THAYER,
. AUTHOR OF OVER TWENTY STANDARD WORKS,
After gold, and somecattleranching to support INCLUDING “THE WHITE HOUSE
theminers, thenext important changewas homestead- S eBEr LIoN, inavoLs e
. d h d d ILLUSTRATED WITH OVER
Ingandthedevel- THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY FINE ENGRAVINGS AND
- Opmentof anew NORWl\l/ICAHP SCONN
IIH - |I| 1[y] inli 1 ) .
EDDD ﬂﬂﬂ i e o formof farming. THE HENRY BILL PUBLISHING COMPANY.
Thedeveloper, or 1889.
EEHTRBL B& ﬂ A at least an earl_y Apparently you modern day historians
proponent, of this arejust too modest

30 Hilimns f.&ﬂr&s system was a

- . A - Harvey Webster Campbell who was actively writing from the 1890's. His
JeaTEr A 1902 Soil Culture Manual “ Explains how rain waters are stored and con-
AT e servedinthesoil; how moisturemovesinthesoil by capillary attraction, perco-

: lation and evaporation, and how these conditions may beregulated by cultiva
ARlE RS on tion.” Followersof hisproceduresof lettingland liefallow every other year
were called “ Campbellites.” (1) The methodswere promoted to Easterners

NDHTHWESTE HH who were prospective settlers asameans of selling vast lands held by the
railroads. The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad wasthe publisher of
many of Campbell’smanualsand other railroads pushed this concept of dry-

S T : land farming. Thusmany areas previously bypassed by land hungry settlers
Chicage & North- Western: my. | werenow purchased or homesteaded.

|
'!l."EII'J' I'-'.'I-‘l"'l'.t .ﬂ- 'ﬁ'ﬂfi“ﬂr

iAUW J."U DI ".I:" ".I..‘I]LII.T

(2) Not to be confused with thereligious movement created by Alexander Campbell, 1788 - 1866, founder
of Bethany College, West Virginia, and leader of the Disciplesof Christ movement.

Thewestward movement of settlerslooking for farmlandswas, inisalf, something of areligiousmovement.
Followersof thiswestward agriculturd philosophy supported the Granger movement and grangesaredlill prevelant
inWashington State. Theauthor wasmaster of the Endersby Grangein 1940 (It wasin decline) andwhen | arrived
inWashington, D.C. | joined Grange#1. Asan economist, | wasrecruited to draft the Grange'sNational Agricul-
tural Policy. Needlessto say, the Grange strongly supported my marketing programsat theU.S.D.A.

Thisagrarian movement istill felt inthe politicsof Minnissotaand other Northwest states.
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— —— s Other westernrailroadswere actively pushing settlement
{ acrossthewest. OneexamplewasDry Farming InWest Texas

- - Beyond the Pecos, compiled and issued by the Passenger-

CAMPBELL'S Industrial Department of the Sunset Route, Houston, Texas.

i In 1904 the Oregon Railroad & Navigation Company (South-
1902 '] ern Pacific Company Linesin Oregon) published abookl et
—— ~ 1 Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Their Resources - Mecca
| of the Homeseeker and Investor -A Land of Promise and
Soil Culture Manual | Opportunity, Where the Soil, Climate and All Conditions

| AreUnsurpassable For the Successful Pursuance of Var-

- iedIndustry. (And that wasjust thetitle). The author states
= ‘ that “the movement of homeseekers and prospectorsto the
- | pacific Northwest in 1903 was one of the most phenomenal
gtuier e Sy A Wiis ars i withinitshistory. Oregon alonereceiving about 40,000 new
et s Sk 7 Sy A settlers. Attheend of theyear The DallesLand District had
-y be o : 3,437,357 acresof unappropriated land ready for entry.” (This
e L : district included Wasco, Sherman, Gilliam, and part of Crook,
. This dog eared copy of Campbell’s Soil Manual Morrow, Grant and C_l ackamas Count'e?‘)' ) )
shows plenty of use. With thecompletion of thetranscontinentd railroadin 1869

therailroads
carried thousands of immigrantsinto thewest. Public land had
been offered for someyearsat $1.25 an acre.

Theralroadsran gpecid immigrant trainsbesdestheir regular
passenger trains and
freight trainsto bring
settlers to the west
chesgply. Sincemost of
these people had
come to America
stowage class on
oceanlinersthiswasa

1 @ natural extension of

Some of the pioneers could find no timber their westward trek'
and had to build underground sod huts In 1875, William
Harris Rayner de-
scribed histripfrom

Missouri to Califor-
nia. “Theimmigrant
train was simply a %
freight train with [}
somecheagp box cars
hitched on behind,
andthey werechesp
too. The seatswere
made of four inch

= ¥
. P T,
Oregon State University Archives

dripsnalledtogether This Frank Gifford photograph shows
The Bert Wyatt Eastern Oregon and the backswere an Eastern Oregon homestead that
homestead cabin, 1900 apparently had found some available water
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reversible so two seats could be thrown together. Some crateswere stacked in acorner of each car which could
belaid acrossthe seatsto form abed. Each passenger had hisown bed pack.

“Theimmigrant ticket cost $15.00 as compared to passenger car tickets of $60.00. Thereweresix cars
hooked on behind thirty-two freight cars. Two werereserved for men only, the othersfor familiesor singlewomen.

After leaving Omahaseventy-five milesbehind therewas nothing but plainsasfar as| could see. About every
fifty mileswasacoding station, water tank and alittle housefor the attendant. At timeswewould be switched off
for passing trainsand would wait for an hour or two. The passengerswould unload and promenade the country-
sde. Theonly sign of vegetation wasball cactusand buffalo grass, frequently therewasalarge pile of bonespiled
by thetrack for shipment east asfertilizer. We saw alot of antel ope.

“Oneday we saw PikesPeak. Another enginewas hitched onfor the pull through themountains. Therewere
no towns, but at coaling stationsawoman would get on thetrain with abasket of doughnutsand sandwiches. There
would beaman with her with abasket of pint and half pint bottlesof whiskey.

“ At Ogden wewere permitted to change our paper money for gold
coin, beyond there paper money wasdiscounted. Our next stop was Sac-
ramento.”

Another writer, Jonathan Raban, in hisbook Bad Land - An Ameri-
can Romance, described theimmigrant trains going west through Mon-
tanain 1909. Conditions had not changed materialy in 35 years.

“Theroadbed wastill soft, and whentheemigrant train pulled out of
Marmarth, North Dakota, its speed didn’t rise abovethat of areasonably
agilemanonfoot. Asusua, it wasalready running morethan five hours
late; the published timetablewas another railroad fiction.

“ At the back of thetrain weretheemigrant cars, each with afamily,
itslivestock, furnitureand farmimplementssnugly boxed intoasinglewagon.

Gl Whenever thetrain stopped at astation, thesefamiliescould beseenliving
Union Pacific Historial Collection thelifeof Rellly; they dept inbrassbound feather beds, tipped luxurioudy

back inrockers, played cards
around their dining tables,
whiletheir cattlegrieved and
snorted at the bars of ther
compartments.

“Torent anemigrant car
wasrelatively expensve. From
Chicagoto MilesCity, Mon-
tanait cost 49 cents per hun-
dred pounds, withaminimum
charge of $98 acar.

“Thepolyglot crowdin
the coaches had to stow their
belongingsasbest they could.
Thelr suff parcdedinblankets,
cardboard boxes, old flour
sacks and flimsy suitcases
lashed shut with rope, spilled

into the gangways of the car- ' - Union Pacific Historial Collection
riages, whereit served as seat- The Union Pacific Archives billed these photos as“ Immigrant Trains.”
They look more like regular passengers. About1886
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ing for children and bedsfor household cats. Thetoilets (one at each end of every coach), the poorly trimmed ail
lamps, improvised cooking arrangements, and scanty opportunitiesfor washing, gave the coachesapowerful and
complicated smell that many settlerschildren would beabletorecall intheir nonage.

“Thejourney had to be survived on a bare wood-slatted seat with the temperature outside close to 90
degreesand thetrain barely moving.”

The Homestead Act said any person over 21 could have 160 acresif they lived on it for 5 years and
improvedit (added abuilding). In 1873 they modified thelaw to alow larger acreages. Congressaso granted the
ralroadsdternate sectionsfor six mileson either side of the new roadbeds. Additiona publiclandwasaso granted
the statesto establish agricultura colleges.

Of course, thisopen land the newcomersfound did not include much of therich bottom land of theWillamette
or other valleys. Also, most of thelandswith creeksor other water sourcesweretaken. Thiesaesbookletstalked
about the devel opment of diversified farming and the breaking up of the great ranchesinto smaller acreages of
family farms. What thismeant wasdry hillsand elevated pastures, asit turnsout, largely unsuited to small farms.
These attracted many of these late coming homesteaders and settlerswho expected to find their fortunewith
genera agricultural production. Inthelong runit didn’t happen. Shortage of water and specialized production
made these small dryland farmsuneconomical. By the 1930’ smost of these settlershad “ starved out” and the
cleared land wasmergedinto larger and larger acreageseconomically suited to wheat farming, leaving behind the
ruinsof many homesteaders dreams.

We presumethishomestead deed for William J. Meanswas completed in 1900 (notethelack of ayear after
onethousand ninehundred) giving him clear titleto theland. Wethink hefiled hisDonation Land Claimin 1894.He
wasone of thelucky ones, only onein six ever completed their contract.

Thisiswhat they came for, a land title, although few achieved it

o M
(4—405 «.)

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

To all fo whom these presents shall come, Greeting:

Homestead Certificate No. j 5’ é 42/_,
5045 ¢t There has been deposited in the GENERAL LAND OFFICE of the United States a Cskripcars or tue Recister

or TuE Lanp Orricr at (ﬂb ﬂ,% //,/U G whereby it appears that, pursnant
Act of Congfess gipproved 20th May, 1862, *‘ 20 secure Homesteads to Actual Settlers on the Public Domain,” and the acts supplemental thereto, the claim of
"%W/ﬂ, - W; @ / a‘zaﬂ een stab;}ehed Zd duly consummated, in conformity to lay, for the

A W:/

[’A}z[(/mmﬂ >/nwA Maéu oOmm(//,aL///
/ e

—
according to the Orrrcrar Prar of the Survey of the said Land, returned to the GENERAL LAND QFFRICE by the SZVEY (GENERAL:
FHow kunow 1e, That there is, therefore, granted by the United States un the said / A 2. e o
the tract of Land al ovWescnbed To have/éd 10 hold the said tract of Land, y the appurtenances

thereof, unto the sald/ é /277 / %f 24 and to e

heirs and assigns forever; subjec any vested and acerued waier rights for mining, agricultural, manufacturing, or other purposes, and rights to ditches and reservoirs used in
connection with such water rights, ad may be recognized and acknowledged by the local customs, laws, and decisions of courts, and also subject to the right of the proprietor of
a vein or lode to extract and remove ihis ore therefrom, should the same be found to penetrate or intersect the premises hereby granted, as provided by law. And there is
reserved from the lands hersby gmntéd, a right of way thereon for ditches or ca.nﬁ,ls comtrucmg)y the authority of the United States.

In testimony whereof L W// e % / (2//74 4/11 PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
have eaused these letters to be made Patent, and the seal, of the GENpHAL Lanp OFFICE to be hereunto a.tﬁxed

' (AIVEN under my hand, at the CiTY oF WasHINGTON, the.... T— @m_ ety i tbe year cf our Lor %ﬂsand
5 nine hundred..——————— ———=—===7, and of the I ! d of the Un?mye one hundred au
1 By THE PRESIDENT: W l Atn % L 21 {04

L
f
By (52’ MM aretar v,

W//// A {¢, Resorder of the General Land Office,

i

\. Recorded: {/ZZ/M/ Vol //é pwf_z_ﬂ
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Books available from the Potomac
Corral of Westerners:

To all Potomac Corral Members and Friends:

The Potomac Corral has a number of publications available for
purchase or for donation to a favorite school or historical organization.
If you have a donation you wish to make, donation copies are FREE.
To purchase a book, the price is $5.00/hardcover or $2.50/softcover.
It is interesting to note that our Potomac Corral publications are
collectors items. A Phoenix book dealer (July 1997) offered one of
the Corral's soft cover editions for $20.00!

Publication number, title and quantities available are listed below.
Hardcover quantities are denoted in [ ] while softcover quantities are
denoted by () . Dick Fulton, Sutler, 5410 Ellzey Drive, Fairfax, VA
22032-2906, Tel: 703/278-8209.

Potomac Corral soft and hard cover publications:

2. Charles Marion Russell: Greatest of all Western Artists [0O],
3. Charlie Siringo: Cowboy Detective [0], (32)

4. The Snake: A Noble and Various River [0] , (29)

5. Law on a Wild Frontier: Four Sheriffs of Lincoln County [0], (15)
7. The Arkansas: Lifeline of Empire [9], (64)

11. The Life of a Horse and Buggy Stage Line Operator [20], (69)
13. Poems About the West [8], (1)

14. John Gregory Bourke: A Soldier-Scientist on the Frontier [0],
(13)

15. Will Craft Barnes: A Westerner of Parts [0], (1)

16. Remittance Men, Second Sons, and other Gentlemen of the West
[44], (6)

Special Publication 1: Companion and Colleague [0], (45)

Special Publication 2: A Brief History and Membership Roster, 1992
[01.(7)

Copies of the current Corral Dust 1999 and 2000 are available.

Book Listings and Reviews:

(12)

Indian Country, God’'s Country - Native Americans
and the National Parksby Philip Burnham, 384 pages, maps,
photos, timeline, index, Hardcover:$27.50, ISBN: 1-55963-667-
X, Island press, Dept. 2AU, PO. Box 7, Covelo, CO 95428,
Inquiries. 1-800-828-1302.

Burnham traces the complex rel ationship between
native Americans and the national parks, relating how indians
were removed, relocated, and otherwise kept at arm’s length
from the lands that have become some of our nationn’s m,ost
hallowed ground.

THE OLD BOOK COMPANY OF MCLEAN
McLean, Virginia

Chet Hanson, Past Sheriff and current Chuck
Wrangler & Registrar of Marksand Brands, certainly
looksthe part of aWestern peace officer (or badman).
Hisbookstorein Mclean, Virginia(The Old Book Com-
pany of Mclean) housesafine collection of old books
onthewest, military history, and ahost of other interest-
ing subjects. The address is: 6829 Redmond Dr.,
Mclean, VA 22101. Tel.:703/734-0858, Home: 703/
912-6124. Email: oldbkco@erols.com.

The Potomac Corral of Westerners I nternational meets at the Cosmos Club, 2121 Massachusetts
Ave., NW on the fourth Wednesday of each month, September through May.
Visitors are welcome but advance reservations are required.
Contact Chet Hanson (703) 734-0858. Cocktails are served from 6:30 p.m. Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
followed by a speaker and a Western book raffle.
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